
People Whom Christ Complimented 
Would you like to hear Jesus complimenting you? 

John 2.23–25 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 13, In the year of our Lord, 2013 

Scripture Reader and Reading: Lake Sain-Thomason – John 2.23–25 
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No suggestions 

Prelude: 

I. Jesus did not flatter, because He wold not violate these passages, 

9! For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; 
! Their inward part is destruction; 
! Their throat is an open tomb; 
! They flatter with their tongue. 
! (Psa 5.9) 

19! He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets; 
! Therefore do not associate with one who flatters with his lips. 
! (Pro 20.19) 

5 For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for 
covetousness—God is witness (1Th 2.5). 

II. Therefore, when Jesus did compliment, 

A. He spoke the pure truth, 

B. without hoping to gain something from that person. 

III.The Scripture reading revealed what we know about Jesus, 

A. that He knows us, and 

B. so He never misplaced a compliment. 

IV.Let us see people whom He complimented. 

Persuasion: 

I. Great Faith – Matt 8.5–10 

5 Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading 
with Him, 6 saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tor-
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mented.” 

7 And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 

8 The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come 
under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I also 
am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, “Go,’ 
and he goes; and to another, “Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ 
and he does it.” 

10 When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, “Assuredly, 
I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” (Matt 8.5–10). 

II. Greatness as a Man – Matt 11.11 

11 “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one 
greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he” (Matt 11.11). 

III.Great Liberality – Mark 12.41–44 

41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into 
the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42 Then one poor widow 
came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43 So He called His disci-
ples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow 
has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put 
in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her 
whole livelihood” (Mark 12.41–44). 

IV.Great Works – Mark 14.3–9 

3 And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a 
woman came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she 
broke the flask and poured it on His head. 4 But there were some who were in-
dignant among themselves, and said, “Why was this fragrant oil wasted? 5 For it 
might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” 
And they criticized her sharply. 
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6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good 
work for Me. 7 For you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish 
you may do them good; but Me you do not have always. 8 She has done what she 
could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. 9 Assuredly, I say 
to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has 
done will also be told as a memorial to her” (Mark 14.3–9). 

V. Great Choices – Luke 10.38–42 

38 Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain 
woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house. 39 And she had a sister 
called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. 40 But Martha was 
distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You 
not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” 

41 And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
troubled about many things. 42 But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen 
that good part, which will not be taken away from her” (Luke 10.38–42). 

VI.Great Sincerity – John 1.47 

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israel-
ite indeed, in whom is no deceit!” (John 1.47). 

Exhortation: 

I. What about you? Will you be number seven on this list? 

A. Would you like to hear Jesus compliment you? 

B. He wants to compliment you. 

II. Matt 25.14–30 

14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called 
his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave five tal-
ents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; 
and immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five tal-
ents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise 
he who had received two gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one 
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went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 19 After a long time the 
lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 

20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, say-
ing, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents 
besides them.’ 21 His lord said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into 
the joy of your lord.’ 22 He also who had received two talents came and said, 
“Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents be-
sides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. En-
ter into the joy of your lord.’ 

24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to 
be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have 
not scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 

26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you 
knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered 
seed. 27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my 
coming I would have received back my own with interest. 28 So take the talent 
from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 

29 “For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but 
from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast 
the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth’” (Matt 25.14–30). 

People Whom Christ Complimented; John 2.23–25; 03464; Page 4 of 4


