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Prelude: 

I. The Samson story differs from the other stories of the judges. 

A. We know about his conception. 

B. We his faults. 

C. He fights the Philistines alone and 

1. starts to deliver Israel alone, 

2. not leading a great army against the adversary. 

II. His heroism moves us and his folly embarrasses us. 

Persuasion: 

I. Judges 13.1 – Israel sinned again 

1 Again the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD 
delivered them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years. 

A. Israel shows the human determination to rebel. 

1. This is the last time we will read this comment in the Book of Judges. 

2. However, in the rest of the Book of Judges and 

a) in the rest of the Bible, 

b) we see it in action. 

B. We also see God’s endless patience, mercy, and grace. 

II. Judges 13.2–5 – An angel announced the birth of the newest judge 

2 Now there was a certain man from Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose 
name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and had no children. 3 And the 
Angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “Indeed now, you 
are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son.” 
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1. Sarah, Rachel, Hannah and Elizabeth all had the same problem. 

a) They wanted children, 

b) believing children to be a blessing, but 

c) they could not have children. 

2. When they did, their sons became mighty men in Israel. 

3. God typically lets hope disappear, then He does something magnificent. 

B. The angel instructs the woman on her child, 

4 “Now therefore, please be careful not to drink wine or similar drink, and 
not to eat anything unclean. 5 For behold, you shall conceive and bear a 
son. And no razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite 
to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of 
the Philistines.” 

1. Observe carefully directions from God for rearing your child. 

2. In this case, the son would be a Nazirite from conception. 

a) She and the son could not drink wine or similar drink. 

b) They were not to eat anything unclean. 

c) His hair was not to be cut. 

d) These instructions are given in more detail in Numbers 6. 

3. He would begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. 

a) All other judges completely delivered Israel from their oppressors. 

b) Samson would do mighty things against the Philistines, but 

(1) he would never deliver Israel completely. 

(2) Although we are not at the end of the Book of Judges, 

(a) he is the last judge in the Book. 

(b) Chapters 17–21 record some events of the time of the judges. 

(c) The Book of Ruth that follows is the same thing, 

i) revealing some things that happened during that time. 
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(3) The next judge is Samuel. 

(a) During his judgeship, the Philistines were still in the land. 

(b) After Samuel are the Kings Saul and David. 

III. Judges 13.6, 7 – The future parents consult 

6 So the woman came and told her husband, saying, “A Man of God came to 
me, and His countenance was like the countenance of the Angel of God, very 
awesome; but I did not ask Him where He was from, and He did not tell me 
His name. 7 And He said to me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. 
Now drink no wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean, for the child 
shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death.’” 

A. She recognized him as an unusual Man of God, 

1. comparing him to an angel of God, 

2. because the man’s appearance was very awesome. 

a) Compare what Acts 6.15 says of Stephen, 

15 And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his 
face as the face of an angel (Acts 6.15). 

3. What did the Jewish council and Manoah’s wife see? 

B. She naturally told her husband. 

1. What would be going through your head? 

2. Both excitement and fear had to be in their hearts. 

IV. Judges 13.8, 9 The best way to start off with children 

A. Pray to God, 

8 Then Manoah prayed to the LORD, and said, “O my Lord, please let the 
Man of God whom You sent come to us again and teach us what we shall do 
for the child who will be born.” 

1. Manoah thought first to pray. 

a) With a special announcement like this one, 
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b) Manoah wanted to do things right. 

2. For what did Manoah pray? 

a) Send the man again, 

b) that he would teach them how to be parents for this son. 

3. Who can deny the difficulty of bringing up children? 

a) Most of us try to learn from our parents and others. 

b) Learn from God, the ultimate parent. 

B. God hears prayer for instruction on parenting, 

9 And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the Angel of God came to 
the woman again as she was sitting in the field; but Manoah her husband 
was not with her. 

1. God delights to teach His people 

2. when they want to know how to rear children. 

a) He knows what it is like. 

b) He knows what works and what does not work. 

V. Judges 13.10–14 – Be careful to observe God’s commandments 

A. The woman wanted her husband involved, 

10 Then the woman ran in haste and told her husband, and said to him, 
“Look, the Man who came to me the other day has just now appeared to 
me!” 

1. Sometimes one parent will have to do the job alone. 

2. Rearing a child alone can be done. 

a) It is difficult with two parents. 

b) If you have to be alone, pray even more than Manoah did. 

B. Seeking answers, 

11 So Manoah arose and followed his wife. When he came to the Man, he 
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said to Him, “Are You the Man who spoke to this woman?” And He said, “I 
am.” 12 Manoah said, “Now let Your words come to pass! What will be the 
boy’s rule of life, and his work?” 

1. Manoah opened himself to receive instruction. 

2. He knew that he did not have all the answers on rearing a child. 

a) He wanted to know what would be the boy’s rule of life and his work.

b) He wants to know more about his son. 

C. Manoah needed to back up his wife, 

13 So the Angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “Of all that I said to the 
woman let her be careful. 14 She may not eat anything that comes from the 
vine, nor may she drink wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean. All 
that I commanded her let her observe.” 

1. Much of the work of the Nazirite vow fell upon Manoah’s wife, but 

a) he had a responsibility to help her. 

b) There would be other things he would do as the father as well. 

2. Take note of the last sentence. 

a) Whatever you are commanded to do in rearing children, do it. 

b) Do not follow the ever-changing opinions of psychologists. 

VI. Judges 13.15–23 – Conversation with an angel 

A. Honor God, 

15 Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, “Please let us detain You, 
and we will prepare a young goat for You.” 16 And the Angel of the LORD 
said to Manoah, “Though you detain Me, I will not eat your food. But if you 
offer a burnt offering, you must offer it to the LORD.” (For Manoah did not 
know He was the Angel of the LORD.) 

1. Manoah wanted to honor this man because 

a) a special man announced that he was going to have a boy, and 
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b) he needed special instructions. 

c) The boy would be a Nazirite. 

2. Manoah thought that this messenger was merely a man of God. 

a) However, the messenger was a heavenly being. 

b) Manoah was not to offer a sacrifice to a man, but to God. 

(1) The heavenly messenger implied that he was more than a man. 

(2) He was God. 

(3) This is a truth that Manoah would recognize later. 

B. A wonderful name, 

17 Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, “What is Your name, that 
when Your words come to pass we may honor You?” 18 And the Angel of the 
LORD said to him, “Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?” 

1. Manoah still wanted to honor this Man of God. 

2. Did the angel mean that whatever his name was it is wonderful, or 

a) that the name itself was Wonderful? 

b) Many refer to Isaiah 9.6, 

(1) which prophesies of the Christ and 

(2) His various names. 

6 For unto us a Child is born, 
 Unto us a Son is given; 
 And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
 And His name will be called 
  Wonderful, 
  Counselor, 
  Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, 
  Prince of Peace. 
 (Isa 9.6) 

c) Later Manoah will say that they saw God. 
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(1) “Angel” simply means messenger, but 

(2) not necessarily a created messenger. 

(3) Therefore, putting together these two facts, 

(a) that the angel’s name was Wonderful and 

(b) that He was God, 

i) many have concluded that it was Jesus. 

3. Matthew Henry makes these insightful comments: 

“What Manoah asked for instruction in his duty he was readily told (Jud 
13.12,13), but what he asked to gratify his curiosity was denied. God has 
in his word given us full directions concerning our duty, but never de-
signed to answer all the enquiries of a speculative head…Note, (1.) There 
are secret things which belong not to us, and which we must content our-
selves to be in the dark about while we are here in this world. We must 
therefore never indulge a vain curiosity in our enquiries concerning these 
things, Col 2.18…To be willingly ignorant of those things which our great 
Master refuses to teach us is to be at once ignorant and wise” (Emphasis 
in original). 

C. The wonders of a sacrifice, 

19 So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering, and offered it 
upon the rock to the LORD. And He did a wondrous thing while Manoah 
and his wife looked on— 20 it happened as the flame went up toward 
heaven from the altar—the Angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the 
altar! When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the 
ground. 21 When the Angel of the LORD appeared no more to Manoah and 
his wife, then Manoah knew that He was the Angel of the LORD. 22 And 
Manoah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, because we have seen God!” 
23 But his wife said to him, “If the LORD had desired to kill us, He would 
not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering from our hands, nor 
would He have shown us all these things, nor would He have told us such 
things as these at this time.” 

1. What a sight! 

2. It humbled both of them, but 

Like the Sun; Jdg 13; 03626; Page 7 of 9



a) he feared, and 

b) she reassured. 

VII. Judges 13.24, 25 – Samson 

A. The birth of Samson, 

24 So the woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the child 
grew, and the LORD blessed him. 

1. Samson, whose name means “like the sun,” is born. 

a) Psalm 19.4b, 5 makes an interesting comparison in reverse, 

4 …In them He has set a tabernacle for the sun, 
5 Which is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 
 And rejoices like a strong man to run its race. 
 (Psa 19.4–5) 

(1) The strong man Samson is like the sun. 

(2) The sun is like a strong man. 

2. He grew. 

3. The Lord blessed him. 

B. The Spirit of the Lord moved Samson, 

25 And the Spirit of the LORD began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan 
{Literally Camp of Dan (compare Jud 18.12)} between Zorah and Eshtaol. 

1. A commentator noted, 

“Deeds of heroism are only offered to those who have been, for many 
long years, heroes in obscurity and silence” (Maeterlinck, The Expositor’s 
Dictionary of Texts). 

“History proves that the majority of men who have done anything great 
have passed their youth in seclusion” (Heine, The Expositor’s Dictionary 
of Texts). 
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Exhortation: 

I. As Samson was like the sun in the spirit, we can be also. 

A. In Judges 5.31, as Deborah and Barak concluded their famous song, 

1. speaking of the defeat of their enemies, 

2. they sang, 

31 “Thus let all Your enemies perish, O LORD! 
 But let those who love Him be like the sun 
 When it comes out in full strength.” 
 (Jdg 5.31a) 

II. Samson’s parents brought him up properly. 

A. However, his spirit was willing, but his flesh was weak. 

B. Did this mean that his parents failed? 

1. We have misinterpreted, hence misapplied Proverbs 22.6. 

2. If we are going to criticize parents for any failures of their children, 

3. let us credit them for any successes of their children. 

III. Everyone is personally responsible before God. 

Like the Sun; Jdg 13; 03626; Page 9 of 9


