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Prelude: 

I. Right now, 

A. even as you are sitting there listening, 

B. two forces wage a deadly battle for control of your thinking, 

1. with eternity, your eternity, at stake. 

2. The struggle rages relentlessly, and 

a) if you do not plant yourself firmly on the side of God, 

b) you will be moved easily, 

(1) thinking the thoughts of the enemy 

(2) without realizing it. 

II. Satan and man use 

A. the lust of the flesh, 

B. the lust of the eyes, and 

C. the pride of life 

1. to capture our minds constantly. 

2. Even when we do not realize it. 

III. We may persuade ourselves 

A. that we would never let anyone control our thinking, but 

B. that might be a sign that it has already happened, because 

1. we do not recognize our potential weakness, 

2. nor the awesome power of man and Satan. 

a) Please, do not say that you cannot fall, for 
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b) those think they cannot always do, 

12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall (1Co 
10.12). 

C. The world has already introduced ways of thinking to us, and 

1. we carry those ways in us, 

2. even when we separate ourselves from evil influences. 

a) It is not that we have lost already, but 

b) just that the ways of man are incessant 

(1) in seeking to control our thinking. 

(2) We have to be just as relentless in choosing God. 

D.Romans 6 presents the truth, 

1. a truth that I challenge anyone to try to deny. 

2. Paul argues that all of us obey someone, including our thinking, 

16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, 
you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, 
or of obedience leading to righteousness? (Rom 6.16). 

a) You submit your thinking 

(1) either to sin or to righteousness, 

(2) either to man or to God, 

(3) either to the flesh or to the Spirit, 

(4) either to Satan or to Jesus, 

(5) either to the world or to heaven. 

b) Examine your thinking and discover the master of your thinking. 

IV. The battle to control your thinking occurs everywhere at every time: 

A. Newspapers, magazines, the Internet, television, friends, neighbors, acade-
mia, the doctor, music, churches, government, 
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1. literally every part of life has man’s stamp upon it, but 

2. we can also have God’s thinking in all areas of life. 

B. Beware of the deception of open-mindedness. 

1. A Christian man once challenged me, 

a) on that, saying that he was open-minded about everything, 

b) including the divine Sonship of Jesus. 

(1) This man said that he would listen with an open mind to anyone 

(2) who had an argument for denying that Jesus is the Son of God. 

(a) I am not open to such argumentation. 

(b) I have been so persuaded that my mind has been made up. 

2. Yes, we want to be open-minded, but 

3. there is a time to be open-minded and a time to be closed-minded. 

a) Do you always leave the doors open to your house? 

b) Do you always leave your windows open? 

(1) Even when you do open your windows, 

(2) leave the screen in to filter out unwanted things. 

c) Are you open-minded that perhaps your children are not yours? 

d) Are you open-minded that perhaps you are not an American citizen? 

(1) You see, we have to close our minds to somethings, and 

(2) open them to other things, because 

(a) whatever you allow to control your thinking, 

(b) captures your soul, life, and eternal destiny. 

V. God gave you the power to think. 

A. What are you doing with your thoughts? 

B. Who or what are you allowing to shape your thinking? 

Persuasion: 

Who Controls Your Thinking? God or Man?; 2Co 10.1–6; 03631; Page 3 of 9



I. The Deadly Battle for Your Thinking 

A. Second Corinthians 10 shows the battlefield, 

1 Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness 
of Christ—who in presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold 
toward you. 2 But I beg you that when I am present I may not be bold with 
that confidence by which I intend to be bold against some, who think of us as 
if we walked according to the flesh. 

1. Some accused Paul’s ministry of being totally fleshly oriented. 

2. Yet, think of what he did and taught, and it was not the flesh. 

B. Next, he will acknowledge that obviously we live in the flesh. 

1. However, you can identify the battlefield in what he says. 

2. Is it of the flesh or of the Spirit? 

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pull-
ing down strongholds… 

a) When engaged in warfare, 

b) you must defeat, capture, or destroy the enemy’s stronghold. 

3. What is the stronghold Paul fought and we should fight? 

5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedi-
ence of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your 
obedience is fulfilled (2Co 10.1–6). 

a) Arguments are a form of thinking. 

b) The knowledge of God we acquire in our thinking. 

c) Bringing every thought into captivity involves controlling our thinking. 

C. You need to know Colossians 2, because it also shows 

1. the deadly battle for control of your thinking. 
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2. Man tells you constantly 

a) how to be complete, 

b) how to be successful,

c) how to be whole, but 

(1) listen to the Holy Spirit reason with us, and 

(2) you will see how we reach fulfillment, 

8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic 
principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him 
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are 
complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power 
(Col 2.8–10). 

3. In Jesus dwells all the fullness of the Godhead. 

a) Since He created us with the ability to think, 

b) where do you believe you can find fulfill your life? 

(1) Paul in verse 10 that we are complete in Jesus, because 

(2) He is the head of all principality and power. 

(a) He has control over everything. 

(b) Man and his various ways of thinking, 

i) based on the traditions of men, 

ii) based on the principles of the world, 

(1) cannot make us complete. 

(2) Therefore, we cannot let man control our thinking. 

II. The Quick Strike of Man 

A. Matthew 16 demonstrates just how quickly and how unnoticed 

1. our minds can slip into letting man or even Satan control our thinking. 

2. Jesus asked His disciples what was the popular opinion of His identity. 
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a) After they gave the popular views, 

b) He then asked whom they thought He was, 

16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 

(1) Jesus then pronounced a blessing upon Peter, 

(2) revealing where Peter got his thinking, 

17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Fa-
ther who is in heaven” (Matt 16.13–17). 

B. Peter had spent the past couple of years traveling with the Son of God, 

1. seeing His miraculous works, and 

2. hearing His divine words. 

a) Can you think of a better way to have God control your thinking? 

b) Therefore, Peter knew exactly who Jesus was. 

(1) Peter had not allowed man to control his thinking, but 

(2) Jesus said Peter had allowed God to control his thinking. 

3. Then Jesus began to show that persecution was on its way, 

21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 

a) However, Peter did not like what he heard, 

22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far 
be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!” 

b) Then Jesus did not like what He heard, 

23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an 
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offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the 
things of men” (Matt 16.21–23). 

(1) Peter had just confessed Jesus to be the Christ and the Son of God. 

(2) Jesus had just confirmed the Father’s influence on Peter’s thinking. 

(a) Then before you know it, 

(b) Jesus rebukes Peter for allowing Satan to influence him, 

i) causing him to think 

ii) the way man does and not as God does. 

C. Do you see how fast and how easily 

1. a man who spent much personal time with the Son of God Himself, 

2. could let Satan and man control his thinking? 

D.Look back at verse 22 and see Peter’s words. 

1. His thinking was not worldly in the way we typically use that word. 

2. His thinking was not lustful. 

3. His thinking did not attack anything holy. 

E. Why then did Jesus find fault with the words and thinking of Peter? 

1. He looked at things from his perspective and thought he had a better way, 

2. although he was well-intentioned, but 

a) Jesus came to die and 

b) Peter unknowingly sought to stop the greatest act of rescue ever. 

(1) Our thinking says suffering is never good. 

(2) Our thinking says death is bad. 

(a) However, Satan knew why Jesus would die, and 

(b) Satan influenced Peter to stop the long-prophesied death of the 
Messiah. 

3. Peter did not have 
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a) the lust of the flesh, or 

b) the lust of the eyes in mind, but 

(1) the pride of life entered into his thinking, and 

(2) he did not even realize it. 

(a) He did not realize that he fell out of God’s control and 

(b) went into man’s control. 

F. If this could happen to a man who spent time with Jesus everyday, 

1. what about people, Christians included, 

2. who spend little or no time in God’s thinking revealed in Scripture? 

G.You are here today because you want God to control your thinking, yet, 

1. have you been in prayer and your mind strayed into forbidden territory? 

2. Have you sat in a worship service, and 

a) your mind had thoughts that were far away from the service, perhaps 

b) whether sinful thoughts or not? 

3. Have you read what the Bible said, and then 

a) later that day used man’s philosophy or psychology 

b) to make a judgment? 

4. How do you determine success? 

5. How do you determine what is beautiful? 

6. How do you determine what is important in life? 

7. How do you determine what you want for your children? 

H.My point is, that although you want to think God’s thoughts, 

1. you might have submitted to man’s control of your thinking. 

2. Examine why and what you think daily. 

Exhortation: 

I. When the Lord brings the world before Him for judgment, 
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A. you need to understand how we shall be judged, and 

B. you need to know that the judgment He renders will determine your eternity. 

1. Revelation 20 reveals that books shall be opened on that day. 

2. Do you think the Lord will use man’s books and teachings to judge us? 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for 
them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and 
books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of 
Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things 
which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were 
in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And 
they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and 
Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And 
anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire 
(Rev 20.11–15). 

a) Three books open for each person: 

(1) The Book of Life, 

(2) the Bible, and 

(3) the book of your life. 

b) Who controlled your thinking will show up in the book of your life. 

C. Our lives shall be judged at that time, and 

1. that moment of judgment will send us into eternity. 

2. What is the length of the years of our lives in comparison to eternity? 

a) Yet, our lives determine our eternity, and 

b) how we live comes from our thoughts. 

(1) Who then controls our thinking? 

(2) Does God control it or does man control it? 

II. Who wins in the battle for your mind? 
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