
Beauty from Tragedy 
Watch the amazing things God does with tragedy 

Isaiah 61.3 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • March 16, In the year of our Lord, 2014 

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Christian Lake – No suggestions 

I. On the Earth, beauty often comes from tragedy. 

A. What is Crater Lake, one of Oregon’s most beautiful places? 

1. It is the remnant of the volcanic eruption of Mt. Mazama, 

2. made with a blast about 42 times the size of Mt. St. Helens’s eruption! 

a) I have stood on the rim of Crater Lake, and 

b) admired its beauty and serenity, but 

(1) I always remind myself of the massive violence 

(2) that once plagued the very spot where I stand. 

B. Have you seen the Grand Canyon? 

1. When I worked with the Nile Street Church in Klamath Falls, 

2. we used to have a booth in the county fair. 

a) One of the things we did was have a video playing, including 

b) a segment of a Park Ranger explaining the canyon’s formation. 

(1) He proposed that rodents and wind made the Canyon, and 

(2) millions of years long erosion. 

3. A massive amount of water had to flow through to create the Canyon, 

a) undoubtedly connected with Noah’s Flood, or 

b) from a super lake upstream leftover from the Flood, and 

(1) a natural dam burst, 

(2) creating the Canyon. 

4. Here is the point, we see something so magnificent now, but 

a) something very violent created this Wonder of the Natural World. 

b) God destroyed the Earth because of man’s sin, but 
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(1) in turn made something beautiful, and 

(2) there are many such things throughout the world. 

C. Some of the most spectacular trees you will see, 

1. grow on cliffs, or 

2. along windy shorelines. 

D.Who has not marveled at a majestic mountain scene? 

1. Yet, whether you believe in creation or evolution, 

2. you know that such beauty came about through destructive forces. 

a) Psalm 104 explains 

(1) that the Lord lifted the mountains and dropped the valleys 

(2) to prevent another world-wide flood, (NASB), 

5 He established the earth upon its foundations, 
 So that it will not totter forever and ever. 
6 Thou didst cover it with the deep as with a garment; 
 The waters were standing above the mountains. 
7 At Thy rebuke they fled; 
 At the sound of Thy thunder they hurried away. 
8 The mountains rose; the valleys sank down 
 To the place which Thou didst establish for them. 
9 Thou didst set a boundary that they may not pass over; 
 That they may not return to cover the earth. 
 (Psa 104.5–9)

b) Can you imagine the forces involved in such movement? 

E. How or why do mollusks, such as oysters, create beautiful pearls? 

1. An irritant got inside the creature, and 

2. to protect itself, the mollusk put a protective sac around the irritant. 

II. In the spirit, beauty often comes from tragedy. 

A. Have you read the Book of Job? 

1. You will find grand declarations of God, 
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a) a Book about a man who suffered the loss of everything, 

20 “From where then does wisdom come? 
 And where is the place of understanding? 
21 It is hidden from the eyes of all living, 
 And concealed from the birds of the air. 
22 Destruction and Death say, 
 ‘We have heard a report about it with our ears.’ 
23 God understands its way, 
 And He knows its place. 
24 For He looks to the ends of the earth, 
 And sees under the whole heavens, 
25 To establish a weight for the wind, 
 And apportion the waters by measure. 
26 When He made a law for the rain, 
 And a path for the thunderbolt, 
27 Then He saw wisdom and declared it; 
 He prepared it, indeed, He searched it out. 
28 And to man He said, 
 ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, 
 And to depart from evil is understanding.’” 
 (Job 28.20–28)

b) Job lost everything, yet, he shows us the beauty of God. 

2. Job said somethings that he should not have said, 

a) leading God to appear to Job and his friends, 

b) challenging Job, 

2 “Who is this who darkens counsel 
 By words without knowledge? 
3 Now prepare yourself like a man; 
 I will question you, and you shall answer Me. 
4  Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
 Tell Me, if you have understanding. 
5 Who determined its measurements? 
 Surely you know! 
 Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6 To what were its foundations fastened? 
 Or who laid its cornerstone, 
7 When the morning stars sang together, 
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 And all the sons of God shouted for joy?” 
 (Job 38.2–7) 

c) After many questions, God stopped. 

d) Job confessed that he had been out of line, and God started up again, 

6 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said: 
7 “Now prepare yourself like a man; 
 I will question you, and you shall answer Me: 
8 Would you indeed annul My judgment? 
 Would you condemn Me that you may be justified?” 
 (Job 40.6–8) 

3. The Day approaches rapidly when 

a) atheists, evolutionists, and secularists 

b) shall have a session like this with God. 

4. My point though is, 

a) that Job’s immense suffering gave us 

b) the beauties we discover in the treasure of the Book of Job. 

B. Have you read the story of Joseph in Egypt, especially Genesis 50? 

1. His brothers initially conspired to kill him, but 

2. they sell him into slavery instead. 

a) Twenty-two years later he saw the wisdom of God, 

b) that God actually sent Joseph ahead of a horrible famine, 

(1) so that Joseph could rise to prominence in the land of Egypt, 

(2) enabling him later to provide for his brothers and their families. 

3. Seventeen years after that, 

a) his brothers bowed before him seeking forgiveness again, but 

b) what he said to them shows true spiritual beauty, 

19 Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of 
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God? 20 But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it 
for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people 
alive. 21 Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and 
your little ones.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them 
(Gen 50.19–21). 

(1) He could have torn them to shreds, 

(2) verbally and bodily, 

(a) instead he mends their torn-to-shreds hearts, 

(b) releasing them from their immense guilt. 

4. Joseph’s tragedy provided beauty for others, even as your tragedy might. 

C. Have you read the story of Jesus? 

1. As one of the prophets declared of the story of Jesus, 

a) He grew up as a tender plant, 

b) like a root out of dry ground (Isa 53.2). 

2. He came from an infamous town in Israel known as Nazareth, and 

a) the people of Israel saw Him as, 

“…a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people” 
(Luke 24.19), but then 

b) the ruling authorities subjected Him to a Roman crucifixion. 

(1) All hope appeared to be gone. 

(2) Then something wonderful happened, and 

(a) the world, including my life, has never been the same. 

(b) The most beautiful thing came from the most horrible tragedy. 

3. Salvation! 

a) By His apparent tragic death, 

b) He rose from the dead, and 
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(1) by His death He provided the forgiveness of our sins, and 

(2) by His resurrection He showed that we can live forever. 

III. What Is Salvation? 

A. Our English word, “Salvation,” comes from the word “salvage.” 

B. We ruined our lives, but 

1. God saw that He could salvage them. 

2. We could not do it ourselves, 

a) even as a 57 Chevy cannot salvage itself, 

IV. Salvation Is Like Being Born Again 

A. What does it mean to be born? 

1. Think of a child and his or her innocence. 

2. They get to start life fresh. 

a) They have made no mistakes. 

b) They have wide open opportunities before them. 

B. When God causes us to be reborn, 

1. that is what is happens. 

2. We get to start life over again with Him. 

C. This is truly beauty from tragedy, or beauty from ashes. 

V. Isaiah 61.3 – Beauty from Ashes 

3 “To console those who mourn in Zion, 
 To give them beauty for ashes, 
 The oil of joy for mourning, 
 The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
 That they may be called trees of righteousness, 
 The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.” 
 (Isa 61.3) 

A. What should you do when your life has turned to 
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1. ashes, 

2. mourning, and 

3. you have the spirit of heaviness? 

a) Many people take their lives at this point, 

b) believing that everything lies in ruins and 

(1) cannot be rebuilt, and 

(2) so mourning fills their lives, 

(a) the spirit of heaviness overloads them, 

(b) crushing any hopes and dreams they had. 

B. Other people see these same things, but 

1. they hear of One 

a) who can turn their ashes into beauty, 

b) who can turn their mourning into joy, and 

c) who can turn their spirit of heaviness into praise. 

2. Let us cast our eyes back on Isaiah 61, 

a) starting with verse 1 and find out what is going on, 

1 “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, 
 Because the Lord has anointed Me 
 To preach good tidings to the poor; 
 He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
 To proclaim liberty to the captives, 
 And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, 
 And the day of vengeance of our God; 
 To comfort all who mourn, 
3 To console those who mourn in Zion, 
 To give them beauty for ashes, 
 The oil of joy for mourning, 
 The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
 That they may be called trees of righteousness, 
 The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.” 
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 (Isa 61.1–3) 

(1) Over 700 years later, something wonderful happened. 

(2) Luke 4 shows a 30-year-old carpenter 

(a) returning to His hometown, 

(b) entering a synagogue on the Sabbath, 

(c) desiring to read the Scripture for the day, 

16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. 
And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the 
book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the 
book, He found the place where it was written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
 Because He has anointed Me 
 To preach the gospel to the poor; 
 He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
 To proclaim liberty to the captives 
 And recovery of sight to the blind, 
 To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue 
were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today 
this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4.16–21). 

C. Sure enough, as the Bible follows the next three and a half years 

1. of the life of this carpenter turned preacher/teacher, 

2. we can see how He fulfilled that passage. 

D.Millions of people have discovered 

1. that He heals the brokenhearted, 

2. that He sets the captives free, 

3. that He gives sight to the spiritually blind, 
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4. that He frees the oppressed, 

5. that He shows us how to be acceptable to God, 

6. that He comforts the mourners, 

7. that He consoles the mourners, 

8. that He turns the ashes of their lives into beauty, 

9. that He turns their mourning into joy, 

10.that He turns their heaviness into praise, 

11.that He makes them trees of righteousness. 

VI. In Revelation 7, John saw an uncountable multitude in heaven. 

A. John did not know who these people were, and 

B. someone in heaven told him. 

1. You will discover that you can be one of those people, 

13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed 
in white robes, and where did they come from?” 14 And I said to him, 
“Sir, you know.” So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of 
the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and 
serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne 
will dwell among them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst 
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who 
is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living 
fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes” 
(Rev 7.13–17). 

2. That truly is beauty from tragedy. 

3. That can be you! 
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