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Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on belief 

Prelude: 

I. Much of this material comes from one of the lectures I heard last weekend. 

II. Christopher Hitchens, a well-known atheist and antagonist of Christianity, 

“The duel between Christianity and atheism is the most important in the world.” 

III. Here is the problem: 

A. Atheism is cool in school. 

B. Trashing religion is cool. 

C. At least 66% of our young people reject God after entering college. 

IV. Let us gain insight into the mind of the skeptic, 

18 …having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, 
because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their 
heart… (Eph 4.18). 

Persuasion: 

I. The Skeptic: “Religious belief is irrational because of the utter lack of evidence 
for God’s existence.” 

A. We think enough evidence will persuade the atheist. 

B. However, the issue is not evidence. 

1. After all, God did come down here, 

2. showing Himself to the world, and 

a) they hated Him for it, 

10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and 
the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own 
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did not receive Him (John 1.10–11). 

C. Paul Baird, an atheist asked, 

“What would it take to convince an atheist that the resurrection [of Jesus] had 
happened?” 

1. He answered his own question, 

“If we had affidavits from the Roman guards standing at the foot of the 
cross that they’d seen the resurrection take place, they’d seen the body 
taken down, they’d seen the body taken to the grave, they’d stayed by the 
body and they’d actually seen the stone being rolled away and Jesus come 
out, and they’d stayed with Jesus all through the forty days and watched 
him ascend to heaven, and that was documented and that was authenti-
cated, would an atheist accept that?’ And I said, ‘No. That is really the 
key. Evidence is not the issue. Belief is the issue.” 

2. He then went on to show why he believes evidence is not the issue for us. 

D.Romans 1 shows the issue, 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 be-
cause what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it 
to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal 
power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although 
they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but be-
came futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Pro-
fessing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incor-
ruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-
footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to 
uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among 
themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen 
(Rom 1.18–25). 

1. They suppress the truth in unrighteousness. 

a) They desire that which is unrighteous. 
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b) They do not love what God says is righteous. 

2. Evidence of God’s existence fills the universe. 

3. They do not wish to glorify God. 

4. They do not wish to thank God. 

a) Consequently, 

(1) their thoughts become futile, 

(2) their hearts become darkened, 

(3) their wisdom turns to foolishness, and 

(4) they live out the lusts of their hearts. 

E. Second Peter 3 also provides great insight, 

3 …knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking ac-
cording to their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His com-
ing? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of creation.” 5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of 
God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the 
water, 6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with 
water (2Pe 3.3–6). 

1. Their lusts motivate them. 

2. They question God’s work. 

3. They do not know Earth’s history. 

4. They reject especially knowledge of the Flood. 

II. The Skeptic: “Belief in God is not only irrational, it is dangerous and must 
therefore be eliminated.” 

A. Which is more dangerous? 

1. Believing there is a God to whom we must give an account? Or 

2. Believing you are an accident with no accountability? 

B. They are presently pushing the idea that teaching creation is child abuse. 

1. How far will they go with that thinking? 
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2. Learn to defend what you believe. 

III. Questions for Skeptics 

A. Is it impossible for the God of the Bible to exist? 

1. If they say yes, 

a) they do against their world-view, 

b) which says anything is possible. 

2. They have to say it is possible for God to exist. 

B. Is it impossible for the Bible to be what it claims to be? 

1. They have to say, No, it is not impossible. 

2. Their openness says that it is possible for it to be the word of God. 

C. Could the God of the Bible reveal things to us in such a way that we could be 
absolutely certain of them? 

1. Again, they will have to be open and say yes. 

D.Could you be wrong about everything you think you know? 

1. They say yes. 

2. How can they win the debate, after admitting they could be wrong? 

a) If they do “win” it might be the believer was just not a good debater. 

b) Remember how Apollos helped the brethren. 

3. Thomas B. Warren said, 

a) the believer says he knows that God exists; 

b) the agnostic says he is not sure if God exists; 

c) the atheist says he knows that God does not exist. 

4. Warren said further, 

a) the atheist has to know everything to make this claim, because 

b) the one thing he does not know might be that God exists. 

IV. The Existence of God: What is the issue? 
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A. It is not a matter of belief or unbelief. 

B. It is a matter of acceptance or rejection. (Remember John 1) 

C. If I could prove God to your satisfaction, would you worship Him? 

1. This reveals whether the issue is intellectual or emotional/spiritual. 

2. It also reveals that it is an issue of authority and submission. 

a) The skeptic wants to be his own god, and live as he chooses. 

b) He does not want to confess Jesus is Lord, knowing what that means. 

D. If the skeptic could be wrong on God’s existence, the skeptic truly does not 
know. 

1. If I said VBS is July 14–18, starting at 6:30 each night, but 

a) I might be wrong on that date and time. 

b) Do I truly know the date and time? 

2. Of all the knowledge in the universe, how much knowledge do we have? 

a) Let us assume that we have 1%. 

(1) Is it possible that out of the 99% that we do not have, 

(2) something might contradict the 1% we think we have? 

(a) You would have to know everything in order to know anything. 

(b) Or you have to know someone who knows everything. 

b) Therefore, the only way to to be certain of anything 

(1) is to have revelation from one who knows everything. 

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge… 
 (Pro 1.7) 

10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
 And the knowledge of the Holy One  is understanding.” 
 (Pro 9.10) 

E. Remember Romans 1.18, 
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18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness… (Rom 
1.18). 

V. What Shall We Do? 

A. Be armed with the facts and the evidence. 

1. Daniel 11 gives assurance that has proven true through the centuries, 

32 “…the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great 
exploits” (Dan 11.32). 

2. In time, the atheists, the evolutionists, the humanists, the skeptics 

a) shall be defeated, and 

b) their error shall become evident to everyone, 

(1) even as every opposer of God in the past has fallen. 

(2) History shows we are on the winning side. 

(a) Join us. 

(b) There is room for you. 

B. Knowing God exists is not the same as knowing God (Dan 11.32). 

C. Love righteousness and hated wickedness. 

Exhortation: 

I. The Bible begins with a wonderful declaration, 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Gen 1.1). 

II. That same God did not abandon what He made, but 

16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that who-
ever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3.16). 

III. You can know Him, 
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20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an under-
standing, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in 
His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life (1Jo 5.20). 

IV. When you go to Him, He will not reject you, 

37 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to 
Me I will by no means cast out” (John 6.37). 

V. Are you ready? 

A. If you receive Him, 

B. you can exercise your right to become a child of God. 

1. Be born again. 

2. Let Him wash away your sins. 
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