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Prelude: 

I. If we live as Christ did, 

A. we might be tempted to think everyone will accept us. 

B. Do not forget what that generation did to Jesus. 

II. For some reason we tend to think that we should be exempt from persecution. 

A. Let us remember what Jesus told His apostles just before His arrest, 

18 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 
If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are 
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates 
you” (John 15.18–19). 

B. Persecution has a way of 

1. discouraging us, or 

2. making us think that we did something wrong. 

C. When persecution strikes always remember Jesus. 

1. Remember how people treated Him, and 

2. remember His teaching. 

Persuasion: 

I. Matthew 5.10 – Why Persecution Happens 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
  For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
 (Matt 5.10) 

A. It happens because of the way you live. 

1. You think your way of life should appeal to people, but 
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2. your way of life rebukes them, 

19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 
20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be exposed (John 3.19–20). 

3. Some persecute us when we speak truth; 

4. some persecute us when we live truth. 

B. However, Jesus said we are blessed when persecuted. 

1. Consider persecution a blessing by focusing upon 

2. possession of the kingdom, and 

a) what He will say in the next two verses, namely, 

(1) the reward (verse 12), and 

(2) the company (verse 12). 

C. The kingdom of heaven belongs to the persecuted. 

D. The kingdom 

1. comforts the afflicted and 

2. afflicts the comfortable. 

II. Matthew 5.11 – The Blessing of Verbal Persecution 

11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of 
evil against you falsely for My sake” (Matt 5.11). 

A. Some Christians have downplayed or denied my persecution, because 

1. it was verbal, but 

2. I always remember this passage. 

a) Jesus thinks verbal abuse and slander is persecution. 

b) Why would anyone deny that verbal abuse is persecution? 

3. I think it is one of two things: 
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a) In their minds, only physical abuse qualifies as persecution, and 

b) they have never been persecuted verbally. 

(1) If they have never been persecuted, 

(2) are they righteous? 

B. If we understand Jesus, we should not be surprised when persecution comes. 

1. To this, Peter agrees, 

12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 
try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to 
the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is re-
vealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy (1Pe 4.12–13). 

2. Moreover, do not be surprised as to its source. 

a) Satan will use any device and any person. 

b) Job’s best friends persecuted him. 

c) Judas, a friend of Jesus, betrayed the Lord. 

3. The Scriptures have forewarned us, now we can be forearmed. 

C. Sometimes persecution is not physical, but slanderous. 

1. To say persecution does not occur in America 

2. because physical persecution is rare ignores the teaching of Jesus. 

a) Slander often precedes physical abuse. 

b) If you have ever been misrepresented, you know what Jesus means. 

D. Consider the following when slandered. 

1. The truth shall surface. 

2. God shall judge your persecutors. 

3. On the other hand, be careful what you hear when others slandered, 

24 Then He said to them, “Take heed what you hear. With the same 
measure you use, it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more 
will be given” (Mark 4.24). 
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18 “Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him more will 
be given; and whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be 
taken from him” (Luke 8.18). 

a) Listen to both sides. 

b) Listen only to witnesses. 

III. Matthew 5.12 – Rejoice in Persecution 

12 “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matt 5.12). 

A. The Kingdom belongs to you. 

B. We have become so numerically-growth oriented 

1. that we find persecution hard to accept. 

2. We do not want to offend. 

C. Or, we think we must have done something wrong for them to persecute us. 

1. What wrong did Jesus do? 

2. What error did the apostles and prophets commit? 

a) If we have sinned, 

b) let us repent, but 

(1) let us not think 

(2) that persecution means we did something wrong. 

D. Rejoice, for great is your reward in heaven, 

17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory (2Co 4.17). 

1. The reward outweighs the persecution, 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
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be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us (Rom 8.18). 

2. Keep in mind that Jesus said the reward is in heaven, not on the Earth. 

3. Remember Peter’s word that persecution is a sign of approval, 

14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the 
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blas-
phemed, but on your part He is glorified (1Pe 4.14). 

E. Rejoice, for the company you are keeping, including 

1. the prophets, Jesus, and the apostles. 

2. The company you keep indicates the company you do not keep, 

26 “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, 
  For so did their fathers to the false prophets.” 
  (Luke 6.26) 

Exhortation: 

I. Persecution is an experience of Christianity as much as the blessings, 

12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution 
(2Ti 3.12). 

22b “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 
14.22b). 

3 no one should be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that 
we are appointed to this (1Th 3.3). 

II. Rejoice because you are on Satan’s hit list, not the Lord’s, 

41 So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for His name (Acts 5.41). 

III. Rejoice because you live for a cause worthy of your death, 

13 Then Paul answered, “What do you mean by weeping and breaking my 
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heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the 
name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 21.13). 
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