
A Cause for Which to Die 
For what do you live and die? 

Acts 21.10–14 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • May 4, In the year of our Lord, 2014 

Prelude: 

I. What is Christianity? 

A. Church buildings? Smiles? Stain glass windows? Worship attendance? Pot-
lucks? 

B. Intensity! Passion! Heaven and Hell! Death and Life! Consuming Zeal! Sacri-
fice! Praise! Love! 

II. What does Christianity mean to us? 

A. Has it affected us? 

B. What is it worth? 

C. What has it cost us? 

1. Remember what David said 

2. when someone offered to provide a sacrifice for him, 

24 “I will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will I offer burnt offer-
ings to the Lord my God with that which costs me nothing” (2Sa 24.24). 

a) That is Paul! It must be us! 

b) Now, Acts 21. 

Persuasion: 

I. Acts 21.10–11 – The Prophecy of the Holy Spirit 

10 And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down 
from Judea. 11 When he had come to us, he took Paul’s belt, bound his own 
hands and feet, and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews at Jeru-
salem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the 
Gentiles’” (Acts 21.10–11). 

A. The Holy Spirit revealed persecution for Paul. 
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B. Acts 20 shows the urgency of Paul to get to Jerusalem for Pentecost, 

16 For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to 
spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on 
the Day of Pentecost (Acts 20.16). 

1. Paul hurried for Jerusalem on Pentecost 

2. for the same reason the Jews would bind Paul, 

a) for preaching the gospel, 

b) for seeking lost souls, 

c) to reason with them, and 

d) to persuade them. 

(1) Peter had a great audience and response on Pentecost. 

(2) Perhaps Paul could too. 

3. The Holy Spirit proved Paul’s faith and dedication to the cause of Christ, 

a) like God tested Abraham (Gen 22). 

(1) We know persecution will come, but 

(2) we do not know specifics: the time, place, or manner. 

b) Knowing the specifics that could breed fear in Paul and his friends. 

II. Acts 21.12 – The Concern of Friends 

12 Now when we heard these things, both we and those from that place 
pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem (Acts 21.12). 

A. They saw no purpose for going to Jerusalem so they try to block his way. 

1. His influence could be quelled. 

2. Bodily harm, even death, was likely. 

B. They loved Paul passionately, 

1. having their lives changed drastically through his preaching and life. 
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2. Their love, therefore, moved them to plead with him to avoid Jerusalem. 

III. Acts 21.13 – Paul Lived for a Cause for Which to Die 

13 Then Paul answered, “What do you mean by weeping and breaking my 
heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for 
the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 21.13). 

A. What are you trying to do? 

1. They sought to keep him from rendering the greatest service to Christ, for 

2. remember it was Paul who had said, 

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service (Rom 12.1). 

20 according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall 
be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be 
magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean 
fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am 
hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is far better. 24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more 
needful for you (Phi 1.20–24). 

3. We fail to see any benefit in persecution. 

a) So if a dear friend walks voluntarily into it we weep and cry. 

b) Is not Christianity a preparation for Satan’s ultimate persecution death? 

B. Paul made them think on what they were doing, 

1. breaking his heart. 

a) Unwittingly, if successful in persuading him not to go, 

b) they would be thwarting him from glorifying Christ. 

2. He made them look at that for which we live and die. 

a) Christianity is not a mere philosophy to make people feel good; 
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b) it is a cause for which to die. 

(1) This is not some social club; 

(2) this is eternity in our hearts. 

C. Paul had prepared his heart for imprisonment and death, 

15a And I will very gladly spend and be spent for your souls… (2Co 
12.15a). 

7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 8 For if we live, 
we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether 
we live or die, we are the Lord’s (Rom 14.7–8). 

15 He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, 
but for Him who died for them and rose again (2Co 5.15). 

20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me (Gal 2.20). 

1. How do you tell such a man to avoid imprisonment or dying for Christ? 

2. To such a man it is an honor. 

D. A movie prompted me to deliver this sermon. 

1. While traveling through Merced, California in the 1980s, 

a) I stayed at someone’s house and watched, “The Santa Fe Trail.” 

b) Bob Andersen recently gave me a copy of it. 

(1) Whether it portrayed John Brown accurately I do not know, but 

(2) the intensity of the actor playing John Brown fascinated me. 

2. Then I remembered seeing a section in the writings of Thoreau, and 

a) I had my copy with me! 

b) So that night I read Henry David Thoreau’s account of Captain John 
Brown, and he impressed me with Brown’s drive. 

(1) Perhaps John Brown sought to alleviate slavery in the wrong way 
(2Co 10.3-6), but 
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(2) we can learn some things from him. 

3. The cause and actions of John Brown. 

4. Some quotes: 

Brown: “I would rather have the small pox, yellow fever, and cholera, all 
together in my camp, than a man without principle.” 

Thoreau: “He said, truly, that the reason why such greatly superior num-
bers quailed before him was, as one of his prisoners confessed, because 
they lacked a cause,—a kind of armor which he and his party never 
lacked.” 

Thoreau: “He could not have been tried by a jury of his peers, because 
his peers did not exist.” 

Thoreau: “…in order to die you must first have lived.” 

E. Should not these statements be said about Christians? 

1. Brethren, let us so live for Christ 

a) that when death arrives 

b) it will be said of us, 

(1) he lived for a cause 

(2) worthy of death. 

2. Brethren, why are we here? 

a) Why are we Christians? 

b) Will our neighbors miss our Christian influence when we die? 

(1) If this congregation disappeared would anyone take note? 

(2) So live that when you go home to be with the Lord, 

(a) people will notice your absence. 

IV. Acts 21.14 – The Will of the Lord 

14 So when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, “The will of the 
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Lord be done” (Acts 21.14). 

A. Paul’s friends saw his dedication and fearlessness and 

1. knew they could not keep him 

2. from going to his beloved people and preaching Jesus to them. 

B. Therefore, they resigned themselves to the Lord’s will. 

34 “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work 
(John 4.34). 

42 “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not 
My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 22.42). 

Exhortation: 

I. Most people know that becoming a Christian 

A. requires a change in their lives, but 

B. they do not want to make that change at the moment. 

II. Many people hesitate at baptism, because 

A. they know the cost. 

B. They know that in baptism, 

1. they die to themselves and 

2. live for someone else, namely, Jesus. 

III. Hesitate no more. 

A. Jesus did not hesitate for you! 

B. He suffered beyond measure 

1. that you might live for Him, and 

2. you will then find true live. 

IV. Is Christianity your life? 
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