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Prelude: 

I. The horror revealed in Judges 19 impacted Israel, as seen in these passages. 

A. Hosea 9 uses it as a measure of corruption, 

9 They are deeply corrupted, 
 As in the days of Gibeah. 
 He will remember their iniquity; 
 He will punish their sins. 
 (Hos 9.9) 

B. Hosea 10 again references the incredible sin we read about in Judges 19, 

9 “O Israel, you have sinned from the days of Gibeah; 
 There they stood. 
 The battle in Gibeah against the children of iniquity 
 Did not overtake them.” 
 (Hos 10.9) 

Persuasion: 

I. Judges 20.1–2 – Israel gathered together 

1 So all the children of Israel came out, from Dan to Beersheba, as well as from 
the land of Gilead, and the congregation gathered together as one man before 
the LORD at Mizpah. 

A. Everyone saw it as his responsibility to do something about the evil. 

1. The congregation was united. 

2. They appeared before the Lord. 

B. The presentation of Israel, 
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2 And the leaders of all the people, all the tribes of Israel, presented them-
selves in the assembly of the people of God, four hundred thousand foot sol-
diers who drew the sword. 

1. There were leaders in Israel, 

a) though not with the authority of a king. 

b) They presented themselves in the assembly of the people of God. 

2. The men were ready to do what needed to be done. 

II. Judges 20.3–7 – Israel’s zeal and investigation 

3 (Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel had gone up 
to Mizpah.) Then the children of Israel said, “Tell us, how did this wicked deed 
happen?” 

A. This attack only happened to one woman, yet, 

1. all Israel was ready to punish the evil-doers. 

2. While the Levite and the old man mortified us, 

a) let us be encouraged that 100,000s 

b) were ready to take action. 

3. Rather than acting irrationally they wanted to know what happened. 

B. The Levite explained the horror, 

4 So the Levite, the husband of the woman who was murdered, answered 
and said, “My concubine and I went into Gibeah, which belongs to Benja-
min, to spend the night. 5 And the men of Gibeah rose against me, and sur-
rounded the house at night because of me. They intended to kill me, but in-
stead they ravished my concubine so that she died. 6 So I took hold of my 
concubine, cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of the 
inheritance of Israel, because they committed lewdness and outrage in Is-
rael.” 

1. Here is the problem: 

a) He did not relate the whole story. 
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b) He did not tell of his allowing this to happen. 

2. He did not confess his lack of defending his wife. 

C. The Levite sought Israel’s advice and counsel, 

7 “Look! All of you are children of Israel; give your advice and counsel here 
and now!” 

1. The man did not pre-determine the punishment, but 

2. he sought the advice of many, 

14 Where there is no counsel, the people fall; 
 But in the multitude of counselors there is safety. 
 (Pro 11.14) 

22 Without counsel, plans go awry, 
 But in the multitude of counselors they are established. 
 (Pro 15.22) 

6 For by wise counsel you will wage your own war, 
 And in a multitude of counselors there is safety. 
 (Pro 24.6) 

III. Judges 20.8–10 – The determination of Israel 

8 So all the people arose as one man, saying, “None of us will go to his tent, 
nor will any turn back to his house; 9 but now this is the thing which we will 
do to Gibeah: We will go up against it by lot. 10 We will take ten men out of 
every hundred throughout all the tribes of Israel, a hundred out of every thou-
sand, and a thousand out of every ten thousand, to make provisions for the 
people, that when they come to Gibeah in Benjamin, they may repay all the 
vileness that they have done in Israel.” 

A. Rather than overwhelming Gibeah, 

1. they decided to go up by tribes. 

2. Yet, they all fully committed to stay until the crime was repaid. 

B. Solomon would say later, 

Genocide Happens; Jdg 20; 03651; Page 3 of 11



11 Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, there-
fore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil (Ecc 8.11). 

IV. Judges 20.11–13a – They sought justice 

11 So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, united together as 
one man. 

1. They knew that united we stand, 

2. divided we fall. 

B. They sought to let Benjamin solve the matter, 

12 Then the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, say-
ing, “What is this wickedness that has occurred among you? 13a Now there-
fore, deliver up the men, the perverted men {Literally sons of Belial} who are 
in Gibeah, that we may put them to death and remove the evil from Israel!” 

1. The tribes did not have anything against the whole tribe of Benjamin. 

2. They only wanted the evildoers. 

V. Judges 20.13b–17 – Benjamin refused to cooperate 

13b But the children of Benjamin would not listen to the voice of their breth-
ren, the children of Israel. 

A. Could they not see the 400,000 soldiers arrayed against them? 

1. Could they not see Israel’s resolve? 

“The wretched obstinacy and perverseness of the men of Benjamin, who 
seem to have been as unanimous and zealous in their resolutions to stand 
by the criminals as the rest of the tribes were to punish them, so little 
sense had they of their honour, duty, and interest” (Henry). 

2. How strong are family ties! 

B. Benjamin decided to fight the rest of the tribes, 
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14 Instead, the children of Benjamin gathered together from their cities to 
Gibeah, to go to battle against the children of Israel. 

1. Rather than admit their error, 

2. they went to war against their own brethren. 

3. Do not defend sin because it is found in your family. 

C. Benjamin’s special forces, 

15 And from their cities at that time the children of Benjamin numbered 
twenty-six thousand men who drew the sword, besides the inhabitants of 
Gibeah, who numbered seven hundred select men. 16 Among all this people 
were seven hundred select men who were left-handed; every one could sling  
a stone at a hair’s breadth and not miss. 

1. Benjamin put its trust in his military capabilities. 

2. The last time we heard of a left-handed Benjamite, he was a hero, 

a) Ehud in Judges 3. 

b) His brethren in chapter 20 used their left-hands expertly in battle, but 

(1) morally they had no skill. 

(2) First Chronicles 12 also mentions left-handers from Benjamin, 

1 Now these were the men who came to David at Ziklag while he 
was still a fugitive from Saul the son of Kish; and they were among 
the mighty men, helpers in the war, 2 armed with bows, using 
both the right hand and the left in hurling stones and shooting ar-
rows with the bow. They were of Benjamin, Saul’s brethren (1Ch 
12.1–2). 

D. 26,700 set to defend evil against 400,000 who tried to do the right thing, 

17 Now besides Benjamin, the men of Israel numbered four hundred thou-
sand men who drew the sword; all of these were men of war. 

1. While Benjamin was outnumbered greatly, 
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a) they felt emboldened, but 

b) if they had been righteous and Israel wicked, 

(1) Benjamin would win, but 

(2) being evil they will lose. 

2. Benjamin failed to count the cost. 

a) Could they with 26,700 defeat an opposing army of 400,000? 

b) It is possible to win with odds like these, as we saw with 

(1) Gideon, 

(2) Samson, 

(3) Shamgar, and 

(4) others. 

VI. Judges 20.18–48 – Israel carried out justice 

18 Then the children of Israel arose and went up to the house of God to inquire 
of God. They said, “Which of us shall go up first to battle against the children of 
Benjamin?” The LORD said, “Judah first!” 

A. They inquired of God, but 

1. not what to do, 

2. rather who should do first what they already determined to do. 

“As He did with Hezekiah (II Kings 20), the Lord answered Israel’s prayer 
according to His permissive will rather than His perfect will. ‘If that’s what 
you want to do,’ He said, ‘send Judah first’” (Courson). 

3. You will now see why this is a critical distinction. 

B. Benjamin won the first battle, 

19 So the children of Israel rose in the morning and encamped against 
Gibeah. 20 And the men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin, and 
the men of Israel put themselves in battle array to fight against them at 
Gibeah. 21 Then the children of Benjamin came out of Gibeah, and on that 
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day cut down to the ground twenty-two thousand men of the Israelites. 

1. Benjamin defeated almost as many Israelites as Benjamin numbered. 

2. If Benjamin was wrong and Israel right, 

a) why did Israel lose this battle? 

b) It may be because of what I suggested earlier 

(1) that Israel sought God, but 

(2) not in the beginning. 

(a) They decided what action to take 

(b) then asked God how to implement it. 

3. God may have suggested another course of action. 

4. Perhaps Israel was trusting in their numbers. 

a) Remember Judges 7 when 

b) God did not want Israel to boast. 

5. Perhaps the Lord wanted them to know the cost of fighting brethren. 

C. Israel sought the Lord again, 

22 And the people, that is, the men of Israel, encouraged themselves and 
again formed the battle line at the place where they had put themselves in 
array on the first day. 23 Then the children of Israel went up and wept before 
the LORD until evening, and asked counsel of the LORD, saying, “Shall I 
again draw near for battle against the children of my brother Benjamin?” And 
the LORD said, “Go up against him.” 

1. The terrible lost did not deter Israel. 

2. They wept, but 

3. they did not ask God what was wrong. 

D. Benjamin won the second battle, 

24 So the children of Israel approached the children of Benjamin on the sec-
ond day. 25 And Benjamin went out against them from Gibeah on the sec-
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ond day, and cut down to the ground eighteen thousand more of the children 
of Israel; all these drew the sword. 

1. It is possible to follow God, but 

2. not follow Him precisely. 

E. Israel readied itself for a third battle, 

26 Then all the children of Israel, that is, all the people, went up and came to 
the house of God {Hebrew Bethel} and wept. They sat there before the LORD 
and fasted that day until evening; and they offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings before the LORD. 27 So the children of Israel inquired of the LORD 
(the ark of the covenant of God was there in those days, 28 and Phinehas the 
son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days), saying, “Shall 
I yet again go out to battle against the children of my brother Benjamin, or 
shall I cease?” And the LORD said, “Go up, for tomorrow I will deliver them 
into your hand.” 

1. If Israel was not consulting God properly, 

a) why was God now promising to deliver Benjamin? 

b) Possibly Israel had suffered enough. 

2. Did they have personal vengeance rather than putting it on God? 

3. Did they trust in 

a) the superiority of their cause, and 

b) the superiority of their numbers? 

F. Benjamin acquired a false sense of security, 

29 Then Israel set men in ambush all around Gibeah. 30 And the children of 
Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day, and put 
themselves in battle array against Gibeah as at the other times. 31 So the 
children of Benjamin went out against the people, and were drawn away 
from the city. They began to strike down and kill some of the people, as at 
the other times, in the highways (one of which goes up to Bethel and the 
other to Gibeah) and in the field, about thirty men of Israel. 32 And the chil-
dren of Benjamin said, “They are defeated before us, as at first.” But the chil-
dren of Israel said, “Let us flee and draw them away from the city to the 
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highways.” 33 So all the men of Israel rose from their place and put them-
selves in battle array at Baal Tamar. Then Israel’s men in ambush burst forth 
from their position in the plain of Geba. 34 And ten thousand select men 
from all Israel came against Gibeah, and the battle was fierce. But the Ben-
jamites did not know that disaster was upon them. 

1. Knowing that God was now with Israel, 

a) they tried a new plan. 

b) It must be that the new plan was of God. 

2. God allows the wicked to lift themselves up that they might fall, 

“Sometimes God suffers wicked men to be lifted up in successes and 
hopes, that their fall may be the sorer” (Henry). 

G. Note who intervened, 

35 The LORD defeated Benjamin before Israel. 

1. Thus far the writer merely noted what Israel did, but here 

2. gave credit to the Lord. 

H. The battle turned badly against Benjamin, 

And the children of Israel destroyed that day twenty-five thousand one hun-
dred Benjamites; all these drew the sword. 

1. The Lord defeated Benjamin, but 

2. Israel did the fighting. 

I. Israel executed their plan, 

36 So the children of Benjamin saw that they were defeated. The men of Is-
rael had given ground to the Benjamites, because they relied on the men in 
ambush whom they had set against Gibeah. 37 And the men in ambush 
quickly rushed upon Gibeah; the men in ambush spread out and struck the 
whole city with the edge of the sword. 38 Now the appointed signal between 
the men of Israel and the men in ambush was that they would make a great 
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cloud of smoke rise up from the city, 39 whereupon the men of Israel would 
turn in battle. Now Benjamin had begun to strike and kill about thirty of the 
men of Israel. For they said, “Surely they are defeated before us, as in the first 
battle.” 40 But when the cloud began to rise from the city in a column of 
smoke, the Benjamites looked behind them, and there was the whole city go-
ing up in smoke to heaven. 41 And when the men of Israel turned back, the 
men of Benjamin panicked, for they saw that disaster had come upon them. 
42 Therefore they turned their backs before the men of Israel in the direction 
of the wilderness; but the battle overtook them, and whoever came out of the 
cities they destroyed in their midst. 43 They surrounded the Benjamites, 
chased them, and easily trampled them down as far as the front of Gibeah 
toward the east. 44 And eighteen thousand men of Benjamin fell; all these 
were men of valor. 45 Then they {Septuagint reads the rest.} turned and fled 
toward the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon; and they cut down five thou-
sand of them on the highways. Then they pursued them relentlessly up to Gi-
dom, and killed two thousand of them. 46 So all who fell of Benjamin that 
day were twenty-five thousand men who drew the sword; all these were men 
of valor. 47 But six hundred men turned and fled toward the wilderness to 
the rock of Rimmon, and they stayed at the rock of Rimmon for four months. 
48 And the men of Israel turned back against the children of Benjamin, and 
struck them down with the edge of the sword—from every city, men and 
beasts, all who were found. They also set fire to all the cities they came to. 
(Judges 20). 

1. This was a sad day in Israel. 

2. What about the numbers of the slain of Benjamin? 

“In v. 35 the number is given is 25,100. Verses 44–46 give the details of 
the loss on that day: 18,000, 5,000, and 2,000; in all 25,000. But as the 
Benjamites numbered 26,700 men (v. 15), and 600 escaped to the rock of 
Rimmon, it is clear that 1,100 are unaccounted for, partly from no ac-
count being taken of those who fell in the battles of the two first days, 
partly from the use of round numbers, or from some other cause. The 
numbers given both here and in v. 35 are expressly restricted to those 
who fell on that (the third) day” (Fuller). 

3. It does not pay to defend sin, 

4. regardless of military expertise. 

Exhortation: 
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I. Doing what is right in their own eyes led Benjamin to: defend grievous error. 

1. When relatives are wrong 

a) many people will defend them and 

b) abandon God. 

2. Sin is sin regardless of who commits it. 

II. See God as your first relative. 
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