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Prelude: 

I. Intentions can be good, but 

A. when they are directed by self rather than God, 

B. strange things happen. 

II. We think strange things happen when we follow God, but the opposite is true. 

Persuasion: 

I. Judges 21.1 – A foolish oath 

1 Now the men of Israel had sworn an oath at Mizpah, saying, “None of us 
shall give his daughter to Benjamin as a wife.” 

A. The oath of Jephthah is well known in the Book of Judges, but 

1. not this one. 

2. Like his, this one seems well-intentioned, but 

a) it leads to sorrow, 

b) just as it did with Jephthah. 

B. We understand why Israel made this oath, and 

1. we are glad for their zealousness in eliminating evil. 

2. We wish Americans were zealous for the same. 

C. However, zeal and wrath must be tempered with 

1. self-control and knowledge, 

2. rooted in God’s will. 

a) James 1 explains why, 
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19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow 
to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not produce 
the righteousness of God (Jam 1.19–20). 

(1) Judges chapters 20 and 21 

(2) illustrate this New Testament principle well. 

D. We will see that Israel created a difficult situation for itself by their vow. 

“It was an oath that flowed from rash rage rather than from real zeal” (The 
Biblical Illustrator). 

E. Jeremiah 4 gives wise guidance in making vows. 

2 “And you shall swear, ‘The LORD lives,‘ 
 In truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; 
 The nations shall bless themselves in Him, 
 And in Him they shall glory.” 
 (Jer 4.2) 

II. Judges 21.2–4 – Israel wept for Benjamin 

2 Then the people came to the house of God, {Or Bethel, which means house 
of God} and remained there before God till evening. They lifted up their 
voices and wept bitterly, 3 and said, “O LORD God of Israel, why has this 
come to pass in Israel, that today there should be one tribe missing in Israel?” 

A. The people presented themselves before God, because 

1. their hearts were broken, and 

2. distressed over a family member. 

a) Did they know why one tribe was almost cut off? 

b) Had God commanded this action? 

(1) No, in their lack of God-directed fury they created the situation. 

3. They appealed to God by the repetitious use of Israel (3x). 

“The repetition of the name of Israel is very striking in connexion with the 

Weird Things Happen; Jdg 21; 03654; Page 2 of 10



title of Jehovah as God of Israel. It contains a very forcible pleading of the 
Covenant, and memorial of the promises. The very name ‘Israel’ compre-
hended all the twelve tribes; with one of them blotted out, the remnant 
would not be Israel” (Fuller). 

B. Seeking God’s favor, 

4 So it was, on the next morning, that the people rose early and built an al-
tar there, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 

1. Rising early the next day shows: 

a) that this matter was heavy on their hearts and 

b) that they zealously sought a solution. 

2. They sought God’s favor with sacrifices. 

“They came to the house of God, for thither they brought all their doubts, 
all their counsels, all their cares, and all their sorrows…Every thing that 
grieves us should bring us to God” (Henry). 

III. Judges 21.5 – Who did not fight? 

5a The children of Israel said, “Who is there among all the tribes of Israel who 
did not come up with the assembly to the LORD?” 

A. Imagine every American appalled at some evil, but 

1. the evil did not appall one group. 

2. Imagine further that we lost many men doing something about it. 

a) How would you feel towards that group? 

b) You may be wondering why Israel brought this up. 

(1) We shall find out later. 

(2) For now the rest of the verse gives a clue. 

B. Israel’s oath, 
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5b For they had made a great oath concerning anyone who had not come 
up to the LORD at Mizpah, saying, “He shall surely be put to death.” 

1. Was this another foolish oath? 

2. This shows how Israel planned on helping the tribe of Benjamin recover. 

IV. Judges 21.6–11 – Benjamin needed wives 

6 And the children of Israel grieved for Benjamin their brother, and said, 
“One tribe is cut off from Israel today. 7 What shall we do for wives for those 
who remain, seeing we have sworn by the LORD that we will not give them 
our daughters as wives?” 

A. Map showing location of cities in this concubine/Benjamin situation. 

B. Israel had been full of wrath, 

1. wanting to rid Israel of the horrendous evil 

2. that occurred in Gibeah of Benjamin. 

a) Then the nation cooled off and 

b) did not wish to lose Benjamin. 

3. Since only 600 men, and 

a) no women or children remained, 

b) Israel wondered what they were going to do. 

4. Israel had made an oath to the Lord and 

a) did not want to break it 

b) by giving wives to Benjamin. 

C. They found a place that did not support the war, 

8 And they said, “What one is there from the tribes of Israel who did not 
come up to Mizpah to the LORD?” And, in fact, no one had come to the 
camp from Jabesh Gilead to the assembly. 9 For when the people were 
counted, indeed, not one of the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead was there. 
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1. Later Jabesh Gilead reversed itself 

2. when the men of that city rescued the body of Saul. 

a) Saul saved Jabesh Gilead from the Ammonites. 

b) When Jabesh Gilead heard that the Philistines had defeated Saul, 

(1) decapitated him and 

(2) hung up his body,

(a) the men of Jabesh Gilead went bravely and 

(b) recovered his body and that of Jonathan from the Philistines. 

c) Later David blessed Jabesh Gilead for their valor. 

3. However, before those things happened, 

a) Jabesh Gilead suffered greatly 

b) for failing to participate in removing evil from Israel. 

D. Israel attacked Jabesh Gilead, 

10 So the congregation sent out there twelve thousand of their most valiant 
men, and commanded them, saying, “Go and strike the inhabitants of Ja-
besh Gilead with the edge of the sword, including the women and children. 
11 And this is the thing that you shall do: You shall utterly destroy every 
male, and every woman who has known a man intimately.” 

1. Jabesh Gilead suffered 

a) what Benjamin was about to suffer, 

b) extinction. 

2. However, Israel would leave certain women alive. 

a) Only the women who had known a man intimately 

b) would die. 

V. Judges 21.12–15 – They found 400 wives 

12 So they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead four hundred young 
virgins who had not known a man intimately; and they brought them to the 

Weird Things Happen; Jdg 21; 03654; Page 5 of 10



camp at Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan. 

1. They found 400 virgins, but 

2. Benjamin had 600 men. 

B. Israel made peace with Benjamin, 

13 Then the whole congregation sent word to the children of Benjamin who 
were at the rock of Rimmon, and announced peace to them. 14 So Benja-
min came back at that time, and they gave them the women whom they had 
saved alive of the women of Jabesh Gilead; and yet they had not found 
enough for them. 

1. What a reversal of the situation between Israel and Benjamin! 

a) First, Israel sought to exterminate Benjamin. 

b) Then, Israel sought to find wives for the survivors! 

2. The recovery of Benjamin started. 

a) Eventually, Benjamin would become strong. 

(1) The first king of Israel would come from among these 600 men. 

(2) Paul the apostle would also come from among them. 

b) Benjamin alone would side with Judah when the kingdom split. 

(1) Benjamin was alone in the evil of chapters 19 and 20. 

(2) However, Benjamin reversed itself and 

(a) stood alone in standing for the right 

(b) during the kingdom division. 

C. The grief of Israel, 

15 And the people grieved for Benjamin, because the LORD had made a 
void in the tribes of Israel. 

1. The situation got better, but 

a) not good enough. 
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b) Therefore, Israel still grieved for his brother. 

2. They did not grieve over their zeal against the sin. 

a) They grieved over having gone too far in removing the sin. 

“It would have been enough to destroy all they found in arms; they 
needed not to have cut off…the women and children. Note, (1) There 
may be over-doing in well-doing. Great care must be taken in the gov-
ernment of our zeal, lest that which seemed supernatural in its causes 
prove unnatural in its effects. That is no good divinity which swallows 
up humanity. Many a war is ill ended which was well begun. (2) Even 
necessary justice is to be done with compassion. God does not punish 
with delight, nor should men. (3) Strong passions make work for re-
pentance. What we say and do in a heat our calmer thoughts com-
monly wish undone again” (Henry). 

VI. Judges 21.16–18 – More wives sought 

16 Then the elders of the congregation said, “What shall we do for wives for 
those who remain, since the women of Benjamin have been destroyed?” 17 
And they said, “There must be an inheritance for the survivors of Benjamin, 
that a tribe may not be destroyed from Israel. 18 However, we cannot give 
them wives from our daughters, for the children of Israel have sworn an oath, 
saying, ‘Cursed be the one who gives a wife to Benjamin.’” 

A. They wanted to complete the job. 

B. Gibeah’s problem was homosexuality. 

C. Therefore, they did not need to leave 200 men without women. 

VII. Judges 21.19–22 – They steal some women 

19 Then they said, “In fact, there is a yearly feast of the LORD in Shiloh, 
which is north of Bethel, on the east side of the highway that goes up from 
Bethel to Shechem, and south of Lebonah.” 20 Therefore they instructed the 
children of Benjamin, saying, “Go, lie in wait in the vineyards, 21 and watch; 
and just when the daughters of Shiloh come out to perform their dances, then 
come out from the vineyards, and every man catch a wife for himself from the 
daughters of Shiloh; then go to the land of Benjamin.” 
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A. Was this idea much different than what the men of Gibeah did? 

1. True, the men of Gibeah fornicated and murdered. 

2. In this case they would marry, but 

a) what about taking women against their wills? 

B. Their reasoning, 

22 “Then it shall be, when their fathers or their brothers come to us to 
complain, that we will say to them, ‘Be kind to them for our sakes, because 
we did not take a wife for any of them in the war; for it is not as though you 
have given the women to them at this time, making yourselves guilty of 
your oath.’” 

1. They anticipated how the men would react. 

a) They figured out an explanation ahead of time 

b) on how this would not violate the oath. 

2. A commentator said, 

“…the two hundred [men] in Benjamin without wives were instructed to 
kidnap the daughters of Shiloh. This way, the Israelites would not be tech-
nically breaking their oath because they weren’t really giving their daugh-
ters to the Benjamites—just allowing them to be kidnapped” (Courson). 

3. What was Israel’s primary concern? 

VIII.Judges 21.23–24 – The men of Benjamin caught wives 

23a And the children of Benjamin did so; they took enough wives for their 
number from those who danced, whom they caught. 

A. Were any of the men of Gibeah among this number? 

1. I wonder what they thought about all this. 

2. First, they are killed for doing something similar. 

a) They, they were encouraged to do it. 
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B. The rebuilding of Benjamin, 

23b Then they went and returned to their inheritance, and they rebuilt the 
cities and dwelt in them. 24 So the children of Israel departed from there at 
that time, every man to his tribe and family; they went out from there, 
every man to his inheritance. 

1. They resolved the matter, 

a) removing the evil and 

b) saving a tribe. 

2. The writer only needed to make one more comment. 

IX. Judges 21.25 – Summary of the time of the Judges 

25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes. (Judges 21). 

A. What is the assumption about a king? 

1. He would lead the people to do what is right in the Lord’s eyes. 

B. Do you see what happens when men do not lead or 

C. when people do not recognize God’s leadership? 

1. For the past couple of decades our nation 

a) has been deciding that it does not want God in national life. 

b) Let us not be surprised by 

(1) the increase in evil and 

(2) unexplainable things that happen. 

2. It will only get worse 

a) as we continue to deny the true King and 

b) determine to decide what is right in our own hearts. 

Exhortation: 

I. When people use their own eyes to decide what is right: weird things happen. 
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II. Remember 

23 O Lord, I know the way of man is not in himself; 
 It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps. 
 (Jer 10.23) 

2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, 
 But the Lord weighs the hearts. 
 (Pro 21.2) 

III. The writer set the stage for the events of Israel under a human king, but first, 

A. the Bible shows us that not all bad things happened 

B. during the period of the Judges. 

1. Therefore, the Holy Spirit shows the story of Ruth, 

2. before getting into the kings of Israel. 
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