
Knowledge and Faith 
Every atheists walks by faith, not by sight! 

Hebrews 11.1 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 1, In the year of our Lord, 2014 

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on faith 

Prelude: 

I. What has atheism done for you? 

II. Someone said, 

“Atheists put on a false courage in the midst of their darkness and misapprehen-
sions, like children who when they fear to go in the dark, will sing or whistle to 
keep up their courage” (Pope). 

III. Truly, 

“Atheism never composed a symphony. Never painted a masterpiece. Never 
dispelled a fear. Never healed a disease. Never gave peace of mind. Never 
dried a tear. Never established a philanthropy. Never gave an intelligent answer 
to the vast mystery of the universe. Never gave meaning to man’s life on earth. 
Never built a just and peaceful world. Never built a great and enduring civiliza-
tion” (Charles M. Houser). 

Persuasion: 

I. Debating Knowledge 

A. We debate secularists, including atheists and evolutionists, on knowledge. 

B. How do we know what is truth? 

1. How do we know what happened in the past? 

2. Can we know that what we believe is true and real? 

C. Which comes first: Belief or knowledge? 

1. Biblically, knowledge comes first. 

2. We do not determine what we want to believe and then 

a) look for evidence to support it, 

b) at least that is not the way we are supposed to work. 
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D.However, we should believe whatever the truth is, 

1. not make true whatever we want to believe. 

2. On this matter we often run into what the experts say. 

a) Experts claim to be objective, especially when it comes to science. 

(1) Do experts have biases? 

(2) Do they ever make mistakes? 

(3) Do they know it all? 

b) Their expert status does not nullify their humanity. 

c) Should we accept without question what the experts say? 

(1) I think we would all agree that for the most part, we can. 

(2) Their expert status makes them a form of authority. 

(a) Yet, we probably all use filters as we listen to the experts, 

(b) separating truth from speculation, 

i) as I once did with a dentist I had, 

ii) who spoke to me of the evolution of human teeth, 

(1) as he worked on me. 

(2) I rejected what he said, but I accepted his work. 

E. Evolutionary experts speak against religious experts or authority, yet, 

1. they accept authorities within their field of knowledge. 

2. We all accept the idea of authority in several realms. 

a) Authority guarantees success in 

(1) the military, 

(2) the law, 

(3) law enforcement, 

(4) athletics, and in 

(5) business. 
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3. However, evolutionists decry religious authority. 

II. Faith and Knowledge 

A. The common view of faith and belief is this: 

1. Subjective 

2. A matter of the heart 

3. Feelings 

4. Leap in the dark 

5. Believing beyond knowledge 

B. The common view of evolutionary knowledge is: 

1. Objective 

2. Scientific 

3. Evidence based 

4. Unbiased 

5. Not subject to interpretation 

C. What is knowledge and what is faith? 

1. Are they exclusive of one another? 

2. Can one be based upon the other? 

D.Do not let anyone, especially secularists, scientists, evolutionists, and others, 

1. tell you that faith is less than acceptance of evidence. 

a) They tell us that they have facts, but 

b) that we only have faith or mere belief. 

2. If we are going to discuss faith, 

a) why not let the Bible define what faith is, 

b) since it is a biblical issue. 

3. Hebrews 11 lays out the clear definition of biblical faith, 

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
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not seen (Heb 11.1). 

E. Court cases demonstrate Hebrews 11 faith. 

1. Usually, juries have not witnessed the murder they are to judge. 

a) By that I mean, they did not see it on video or any other way. 

b) Yet, they will convict a suspect beyond any reasonable doubt. 

2. By the way, what is the antonym of “doubt”? 

a) Certainty, knowledge, and faith serve as the antonyms of doubt. 

b) When juries convict a suspect of a crime, such as murder, 

(1) they say that although they did not see the crime, 

(2) they examined the evidence, 

(a) which demonstrated to them 

(b) that they know such and such committed the crime, 

i) leading them to conclude that they believe 

ii) such and such happened. 

(1) Juries walk by faith, 

(2) not by sight. 

F. History demonstrates Hebrews 11 faith. 

1. How do you know that George Washington served as the first president of 
the United States? 

2. Did you see him serve as the president? 

a) Have you ever seen him at all? 

b) No! How then do you know, or 

(1) should I say “believe,” 

(2) that he ever existed or served as our first president? 

3. Can you prove scientifically that he ever existed or served as president? 

a) If not, why do you believe he existed and served as president? 
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b) The secularists, especially the evolutionists and atheists, 

(1) say that the only sure form of knowledge is science. 

(2) If science cannot prove anything about George Washington, 

(a) then you cannot truly know that he did, 

(b) according to the secularists. 

4. Yet, you will argue with me 

a) that you believe George Washington served as president, because 

b) documents exist that prove he served as our first president. 

(1) You will argue that you base your belief on historical knowledge, 

(2) written by credible witnesses, and 

(a) other valid historical information, because 

(b) history is just as valid a form of knowledge as science. 

G.So it is with the biblical record. 

1. Credible witnesses wrote down the information, 

2. such as on the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. 

a) On the resurrection, God chose certain witnesses, 

39 “And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land 
of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree. 
40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 41 
not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to 
us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead” (Acts 
10.39–41). 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, concerning the Word of life— 2 the life was mani-
fested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that 
eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us— 3 
that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Fa-
ther and with His Son Jesus Christ (1Jo 1.1–3). 
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H.Secularists argue that the testimony of the Bible is not sufficient, 

1. saying that they need testimony from outside sources. 

a) We do have extra-biblical historical references to Jesus, but 

(1) we do not need those, 

(2) although we find them valuable. 

b) To say that we need sources other than the Bible 

(1) is like saying we need sources other than the Founding Fathers 

(2) to confirm that George Washington served as president. 

(a) Do you need a Russian historian to confirm 

(b) that George Washington existed? 

i) Why trust the Russian historian 

ii) more than the Founding Fathers? 

I. The Holy Spirit chose the right witnesses. 

1. Observe how man ruins things. 

a) No, the Holy Spirit wanted men who were 

(1) truthful, credible, devoted, and 

(2) close associates of Jesus. 

b) The enemies of Jesus in the first century 

(1) also argued that His testimony was insufficient, hence false, 

13 The Pharisees therefore said to Him, “You bear witness of 
Yourself; Your witness is not true” (John 8.13). 

(2) Then listen to the brilliant reply of Jesus, 

14 Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if I bear witness of 
Myself, My witness is true, for I know where I came from and 
where I am going; but you do not know where I come from and 
where I am going” (John 8.14). 
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III. The Balance of Knowledge 

A. We need knowledge, because faith is not just a heart-felt thing, 

2a …it is not good for a soul to be without knowledge… 
 (Pro 19.2a) 

B. However, knowledge alone, or 

1. knowledge exalted above all other things, 

2. leads to serious problems. 

a) It can lead to arrogance, 

1 “Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies” (1Co 8.1). 

b) It can also lead to emptiness, 

18 For in much wisdom is much grief, 
 And he who increases knowledge increases sorrow. 
 (Ecc 1.18) 

21 For there is a man whose labor is with wisdom, knowledge, and 
skill; yet he must leave his heritage to a man who has not labored for 
it. This also is vanity and a great evil (Ecc 2.21). 

16 When I applied my heart to know wisdom and to see the business 
that is done on earth, even though one sees no sleep day or night, 17 
then I saw all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work 
that is done under the sun. For though a man labors to discover it, yet 
he will not find it; moreover, though a wise man attempts to know it, 
he will not be able to find it (Ecc 8.16–17). 

C. There is biblical knowledge and scientific knowledge. 

1. We cannot make scientific knowledge our god, 

2. nor can we make biblical knowledge our God. 

a) Both scientific knowledge and biblical knowledge 

b) come from the one true and living God. 
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D.Science benefits us as long as we make it our servant and not our master. 

1. Science is like money. 

a) We need money. 

b) Money does good things for us. 

(1) When we make money our god, 

(2) we ruin our lives. 

2. The same with any form of knowledge. 

3. Knowledge should lead us to the Giver of knowledge. 

IV. First Corinthians 8.1–3 – Knowing and Being Known 

1 Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowl-
edge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. 2 And if anyone thinks that he 
knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. 3 But if anyone 
loves God, this one is known by Him (1Co 8.1–3). 

A. Simply knowing leads to boasting 

1. that one knows more than another. 

2. If I think I am Mister Knowledge, 

a) then I still have some things to learn. 

b) Knowledge and love are good, but love supersedes knowledge. 

B. Love leads to helping other people. 

1. Ultimately you want to love God, for if you do, 

2. God knows you. 

Exhortation: 

I. If there is a God, and 

A. there is, otherwise, we would not be here, 

B. then not only must you know Him, but 

1. you need to make sure that He knows you. 
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2. Yes, He knows who you are, but 

a) does He know you as one of His? 

b) He knows how we make a mess of our lives. 

(1) The time approaches that we shall all stand before Him 

(2) to give an account of our lives. 

(a) However, He does not want to banish us, but 

(b) He wants to invite us to live with Him in heaven. 

II. He created everything, including you. 

A. Therefore, He wants things to operate in a certain way, and 

B. when things do not, 

1. life creates problems. 

2. The biggest problem is what we call sin. 

a) Sin is this, 

23 …for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3.23). 

b) Sin is falling short of the glory of God. 

(1) We are supposed to aim for God’s glory 

(2) that we might share in it, but 

(a) we get lured away from the target and 

(b) no longer being focused on God’s glory, 

i) we do not give the strength needed, 

ii) causing us to fall short. 

III. We still do not have the strength to reach the target, 

A. even after we have discovered our shortcomings and 

B. want to get back on track that we might reach His glory. 

1. However, He extends favor to us, because 
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2. He wants us. 

a) He wants to adopt us as His children. 

b) He want us in His family. 

(1) The favor He extends gives whatever we need to reach His glory. 

(2) Do you want that favor? 

C. He asks you 

1. to trust Him fully, 

2. to make your best effort to change, and 

3. to start life over by immersion in water. 

IV. If you do those things, 

A. you have the promise from Him, 

B. that if you remain loyal to Jesus of Nazareth all the days of your life, 

1. He will invite you to share in the glory of the Creator. 

2. Can you imagine a more spectacular way of spending eternity? 
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