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Persuasion: 

I. Do you believe all sins are the same? 

A. If so, where does the Bible teach it? 

B. Where do we get the idea? 

II. Christians will often say that 

A. “Sin is sin. They are all just as bad as any other.” 

1. So, it would make no difference if I lied to you or shot you? 

2. Oh no, someone says, I mean all sins are the same to God! 

B. Are they really? 

1. Sin is bad. 

2. If we do not repent of any of them, 

a) no matter how small, 

b) we will be lost. 

C. Do you believe 

1. that God looks upon the executioners of His Son 

2. the same as someone who swears? 

III. Let us consult God’s word to see what He says about degrees of sin. 

A. Ecclesiastes 7 warns against going too far into sin, 

Do not be overly wicked, 
Nor be foolish: 
Why should you die before your time? 
(Ecc 7.17) 

B. Do not become so entangled in sin that we never will, or can, repent. 

IV. In the Scriptures you will discover that God considers 
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A. the attitude of the sinner, 

B. the circumstances of the sinner, 

C. the blessings of the sinner, 

D. the knowledge of the sinner, 

E. the abilities of the sinner, and 

F. the opportunities of the sinner. 

V. Think on the teachings of these passages: 

A. Numbers 15.27–31 

27 “And if a person sins unintentionally, then he shall bring a female goat in 
its first year as a sin offering. 28 So the priest shall make atonement for the 
person who sins unintentionally, when he sins unintentionally before the 
Lord, to make atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven him. 29 You shall 
have one law for him who sins unintentionally, for him who is native-born 
among the children of Israel and for the stranger who dwells among them. 
30 But the person who does anything presumptuously, whether he is native-
born or a stranger, that one brings reproach on the Lord, and he shall be 
cut off from among his people. 31 Because he has despised the word of the 
Lord, and has broken His commandment, that person shall be completely 
cut off; his guilt shall be upon him” (Num 15.27–31). 

B. Matthew 11.20–24 

20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works 
had been done, because they did not repent: 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! 
Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sack-
cloth and ashes. 22 But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, who 
are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty 
works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have re-
mained until this day. 24 But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you” (Matt 11.20–24). 

C. Matthew 12.31–32 

31 “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, 
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but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. 32 Anyone 
who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but 
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in 
this age or in the age to come” (Matt 12.31–32). 

D. Matthew 23.23 

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint 
and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the 
law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without 
leaving the others undone” (Matt 23.23). 

E. Luke 12.47–48 

47 “And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare him-
self or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 But he 
who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be 
beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will 
be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask 
the more” (Luke 12.47–48). 

F. John 19.11 

11 Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it 
had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you 
has the greater sin” (John 19.11). 

G. Hebrews 10.26–31 

26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expec-
tation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 
28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testi-
mony of two or three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse punishment, do 
you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God 
underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a 
common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who 
said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. And again, “The Lord 
will judge His people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
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living God (Heb 10.26–31). 

H. James 3.1 

1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall 
receive a stricter judgment (Jam 3.1). 

VI. God considers the different reasons why we sin: 

A. Weakness 

B. Ignorance 

C. Willful or presumptuous 

VII. Does this mean the lessor sin has tolerable punishment? 

A. The fact remains that God is the One who makes a distinction between sins. 

B. That should be good enough for us. 

1. However, while one sin may land a person in hell to suffer, but 

2. to a lesser degree than others in hell, and 

a) another sin lands another person in hell to suffer far more, 

b) they are both still in hell! 

VIII.If all sins are the same, why does God’s punishment vary? 
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