
The Seriousness of Defending the Gospel 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 8, In the year of our Lord, 2015 

I. Does time run out on murder investigations as it does in less serious crimes? 

A. Does time run out on investigating the claims of the Gospel? 

B. It is even more important than solving a murder. 

1. Think about it: 

a) What is at stake in a murder investigation? 

b) What is at stake in the Gospel? 

2. C. S. Lewis said, 

“Christianity is a statement which, if false, is of no importance, and, if 
true, is of infinite importance. The one thing it cannot be is moderately 
important.” 

II. Sometimes we do not have answers for people. 

A. Does that mean Christianity is not intelligent? 

B. Does that mean there is not an answer? 

1. What should you do, 

2. if you cannot answer a question or argument? 

a) How do you go about finding answers? 

b) First, read the Bible regularly, especially the text under consideration. 

c) Second, ask someone. 

III. We need to understand 

A. that we are Christians because of the evidence, 

B. not in spite of the evidence. 

IV. Forensic Evidence vs. Eyewitnesses 

A. As murder cases get older, 

1. the forensic evidence may not be available or 
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2. it may deteriorate or something. 

a) Eyewitness accounts can be valuable, 

b) if everything has been recorded carefully. 

B. How much forensic evidence do we have of the Gospels? 

1. Much of what we have is circumstantial. 

2. However, we do have eyewitness accounts that we can examine. 

V. Why do you believe the Gospel Accounts? 

A. Have you ever had any doubts? 

B. If you have, and do not have them anymore, what turned you back to faith? 
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