
10:30 Service  

“The Third 8 Reasons 
for Reading the Bible”  

Psalm 119.17–24 

6:00 service  

“Why the World Should 
Glorify the Lord”  

Psalm 117 

Do we lose when we give? 
Malachi 3.7–12  
Are you ready for a challenge from God? He challenges you 
to challenge Him.  

In the Book of Malachi the prophet charged the Jews with 
poor spirituality. The prophet explained that they were not 
prospering, because they left God. They saw the effect, but 
did not see the cause.  

Malachi 3 reveals a serious 
problem of the Jews.  

“Yet from the days of your 
fathers You have gone away 
from My ordinances And 
have not kept them. Return 
to Me, and I will return to 
you,” Says the LORD of 
hosts. “But you said, ‘In 
what way shall we return?’ 
Will a man rob God? Yet 
you have robbed Me! But 
you say, ‘In what way have 
we robbed You?’ In tithes 
and offerings. You are cursed 
with a curse, for you have robbed Me, Even this whole na-
tion” (Mal 3.6–9).  

Generation after generation they had gone away from the 
Lord. He pled with them to return, but their spiritual blind-
ness kept them from seeing their departure.  

He explained further that they had robbed God. How could 
anyone rob God? By stingy giving, their giving had been so 
stingy, God considered it robbery. Therefore, the Lord issued 
a challenge to the Jews.  

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in My house, and try Me now in this,” says the LORD of 
hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And 
pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room 
enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your 
sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, nor 
shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” says the 
LORD of hosts; “And all nations will call you blessed, for 
you will be a delightful land,” says the LORD of hosts (Mal 
3.10–12).  

God commanded the Is-
raelites to give a tenth every 
week, but they either gave 
nothing, or less than a 
tenth.  

They forgot who gave them 
the power to get wealth, 
who was in charge of the 
economy, and who was in 
charge of the things that 
affect the economy.  

God also commands Chris-
tians to give every week, 
but He did not set the 

amount. God lets your cheerful heart determine the amount.  

Remember He knows your finances. He knows what is in 
your heart. Remember what the Jews forgot.  

Test Him, challenge Him, prove whether He can make things 
happen.  

We do not lose when we give, but we gain so much more. 
DR 

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960

January 1, 2017  

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Are You Ready for a 

From God?



What Is Your Opinion of Jesus?  
Lunatic? Liar? Lord?  
Some acknowledge His Lordship, but do not obey 
Him.  

These four reactions are revealed in Mark 
3.7–30.  
3.7–10 the multitudes seemed to believe He was the 
Lord.  
3.11–12 unclean spirits acknowledged His Lordship, 
but disobeyed Him.  
3.13–21 His friends believed He was temporarily a 
lunatic.  
3.22 the scribes believed He was a liar.  

The Charge Against Jesus, “He Has 
Beelzebub”  
Who was Beelzebub? The god of Ekron (2Ki 1.2). Cen-
turies later the Jews had come to use the name for Sa-
tan (Mark 3.23).  
They made this charge against Jesus, not being able to 
deny His miracles, so they attributed the power to Sa-
tan.  

The Reasoning of Jesus (Mark 3.23–27)  
Jesus argued that Satan would not fight against himself 
(Mark 3.23–26). Why would Satan not fight against 
himself? Satan is both wicked and highly intelligent, 
but he would not knowingly divide his forces.  

Blaspheming the Holy Spirit (Mark 3.28–
30)  
In Matthew 12, Jesus made a powerful argument that 
destroyed the charge, “And if I cast out demons by 
Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? 
Therefore they shall be your judges. But if I cast out 
demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of 
God has come upon you” (Matt 12.27–28).  
All sins and blasphemies are forgivable (Mark 3.28), 
provided there is repentance. Blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit is not forgivable (Mark 3.29).  
What blaspheming the Holy Spirit is. To blaspheme is 
to speak evil of something or someone sacred. Thus 
speaking evil of the Sacred Spirit. Mark 3 gives an in-
spired commentary on why Jesus charged the Phar-
isees with blaspheming the Spirit, “Because they said, 
‘He has an unclean spirit’” (Mark 3.30). They credited 
the work of the Holy Spirit to the devil.  
What greater sin could there be? It led them to crucify-
ing Christ! It led them to reject the new covenant. 
Therefore, in that state they could not be forgiven. 

THE BLASPHEMY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 



A proposed view of the interior of Noah’s Ark 



January Activities 
The 15th: Don Patton to report on 
his work 

The 21st: At 1:00 P.M. 
The service for Jerry and  
Becky Thomas will be held here at 
the building. 

The 25th: Singing 

Elzie and Jean Parker 
celebrated being married for 

70 wonderful years on 
December 27th. We Love you! 



2016 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

January Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,336 ..................

Last Week December 25, 2,977 ....

Total After 51 Weeks 170,179.......

January 1: 
Gene Tomlinson 

January 8:  
Rick Calvert

No Volunteers
Billy Henshall 

Nash Crisp

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

LTC Chorus 
LTC Chorus practice will soon begin. Anyone who is 
in Leadership Training for Christ this year is welcome 
to sing with us as an event for the convention in April. 
We will be learning some new songs, more about 
singing, how to be a benefit to our congregation, and 
bring praise to the Lord. We will have practice every 
Sunday afternoon at 5:00 at the church building. Any 
questions can be directed to Kerri Ruhl or brought to 
the first practice on January 8, in the alcove area of 
the auditorium. 

Cards and Flowers 
If anyone would like to send cards, flowers, or any-
thing else to the children of Jerry and Becky Thomas: 
Their names are Vicki Kinard, Liana Thomas, and Matt 
Thomas 
The cards, notes, flowers, etc. can be sent to: 
Vicki Kinard 
10052 Astoria Court 
Lone Tree, Colorado 80124 

Free Yarn 
In the fellowship hall. Take what you want.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
This week, at a fast food restaurant or coffee shop 
drive-thru, pay for the car behind you.  

The Bible on Finances  
“You shall not charge interest to your brother—
interest on money or food or anything that is lent 
out at interest” (Deuteronomy 23.19).  

The Wisdom of George Washington: On Govern-
ing without God and the Bible  
“It is impossible to rightly govern the world with-
out God and the Bible.”  

President Washington hit a home run with this 
one, for he knew that when men fail to acknowl-
edge God, they become futile in their thoughts 

and they darken 
their foolish 
hearts.  

The Wisdom of 
Augustine: On 
God’s Power 
When We Are 
Far from Him  
Augustine 
prayed to God, 
acknowledging 

God’s omnipotence at all times of our lives, “For 
thy omnipotence is not far from us, even when 
we are far from thee.”  

Augustine realized that God and whatever He 
does, does not depend upon us and our faithful-
ness. God does whatever He pleases. Therefore, 
we do well to return to Him when we have 
strayed from Him.  

Living On or Climbing the Mountain?  
“I’ve learned that everyone wants to live on top of 
the mountain, but all happiness and growth oc-
cur while you are climbing it.” –Andy Rooney  

Limerick on 2 Samuel 22.48 – Down Deep and 
Personal by Jim Burgoon  
David’s relationship with God was down deep 
and personal. God loved David for it and seldom 
rebuked him.  

My Everything  

He’s my rock and my strength and my shield.  
He’s my lamp and my vic-try revealed. 
 He’s my arrows, my bow. 
 He will crush ev-ry foe. 
Best of all He my guilt has repealed.

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 
 Jerry Thomas 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com

RUHL’S 
RULES


