
10:30 Service  

“Give Thanks to the 
Lord”  

Let all of us say, “The Lord’s mercy 
endures forever”  

Psalm 118 

6:00 service  

“When People Lie About 
You”  

When liars fill your heart with distress, 
cry out to the Lord  

Psalm 120 

It is often thought that a quick and painless death is the best 
way to die. By this kind of death, a person does not have to 
suffer from physical pain or the horrible side effects of drugs. 
Moreover, through a quick death, 
the victim does not have to wit-
ness the agony experienced by 
loved ones left behind. This world is familiar and comfort-
able, thus to leave it slowly frighten us. A quick death re-
lieves us of the painful knowledge that we must depart. 

The problem with this popular view is that it does not con-
sider the prospect of the second death (Rev 20.14, 15; 21.8). 
For faithful Christians, a rapid death might be best, because 
angels will usher them to the presence of God. For sinners 
and ungodly Christians, suffering does not end, but it 
truly begins at death. These will be cast into hell 
(Matt 25.41–46).  

This is not an uncaring treatise on 
the pain suffered by the dying. Every ounce 
of sympathy and love ought to be given to those 
suffering. This is intended to 
awaken us to the material 
and spiri- tual implica-
tions of a slow death. 

If a man knows that his death approaches, he will be-
gin to think about important things. Thus, he will have a 
chance to make things right and die with confidence. King 
Hezekiah learned that his sickness was unto death. So, Isaiah 
the prophet exhorted him, “Set your house in order; for you 
shall die, and not live” (2Ki 20.1). With a warning of his de-
cease, he could make preparations for his family and him-
self.  

One of the thieves crucified with Jesus shows how a slow 
and painful death can be beneficial. Both of the robbers cru-

cified with Jesus reproached Him at first (Matt 26.44). Evi-
dently, one of them changed his heart, for he rebuked the 
other thief who railed at Jesus. The penitent thief spoke kind-

ly to Jesus and asked to be re-
membered in the kingdom (Luke 
23.39–43). If he had died quickly 

and painlessly, the aforementioned events probably would 
never have happened. He would be a lost man. Now, he 

rests comfortably in Paradise. 

Therefore when you know your death is 
months, weeks, or days away, consider it 
a time of grace from God. 

For now you 
can: 

• Make 
preparations for 
your funeral. 

• Make last minute 
changes in your will. 

• Settle any debts, so as not 
to burden your family. 

• Forgive any you have a complaint against. 
• Seek forgiveness from others for wrongs you have 

committed. 
• Tell your family, friends, and others that you love 

them. 
• Seek salvation and find it in Christ as it is written in the 

Scriptures. 

Do not view a slow and painful death as allowed by an un-
concerned and cruel God. Consider such a death as a time 
of mercy and grace from a God who “…is longsuffering to-
ward us, not willing that any should perish but that all 
should come to repentance” (2Pe 3.9). DR 

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960

January 8, 2017  

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Blessings of a Slow Death



Do you understand what they were calling 
the Holy Spirit?  

The Holy Spirit is the epitome of holiness. 
Satan is the epitome of evil.  

Are there any other options, other than 
these two? Jesus worked by the power of 
Satan; or Jesus worked by the power of 
God. 
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Services for the Thomases will be on 
January 21st at 1:00 p.m. here at the 
building.

January Activities 
The 15th: Don Patton to 
report on his work 

The 21st: At 1:00 P.M. 
The service for Jerry and  
Becky Thomas will be 
held here at the building. 

The 25th: Singing  

The 29th: Potluck 

The Ironies of Calvary 
By Edd Sterchi 

Man of sorrows, Prince of Peace, 
Son of Joy, Man of griefs, 

Wounded healer, Rejected King, 
Earth’s disdain, Salvation’s wing. 
Friend of sinners, Friendless One, 
Men charge sin to the Holy Son, 
Innocent, yet judged with guilt, 

Had no home, but mansions built. 
The irony Christ was and gave, 
Buried, yet o’ercame the grave, 
The irony Christ makes in you, 
Buried in Him, you’ll rise anew.



2017 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

January Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 2,977 ..................

Last Week January 1, 2,977 ...........

Total After 1 Week 2,977..............

January 8: 
Rick Calvert 

January 15:  
Kerri Ruhl

No Volunteers
Jacob Noveske 

Billy Henshall

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Introduce yourself to someone that you see often but 
do not know his or her name.  

The Bible on Finances  
“Command those who are rich in this present age not 
to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in 
the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 
Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, 
ready to give, willing to share, storing up for them-
selves a good foundation for the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life” (1Ti 6.17–19).  

The Wisdom of George Washington: On Our 
Government in the Hands of the People  
“The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the 
destiny of the Republican model of Government, are 
justly considered as deeply, perhaps as finally staked, 
on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the Amer-

ican people.”  
President Wash-
ington knew that 
what his genera-
tion started 
would either 
succeed or fail 
by the hands of 
Americans them-
selves. God has 

blessed us with a wonderful nation. Shall we preserve 
what God started with Washington, or shall we kick 
God out, and reject the teachings of Washington? 
How do you think we are doing?  

The Wisdom of Augustine: On Seeking Pleasure 
Aside from God  
Augustine confessed to God that living in the plea-
sures of sin only brought him heartache, “I foamed in 
my wickedness as the sea and, forsaking thee, fol-
lowed the rushing of my own tide, and burst out of all 
thy bounds. But I did not escape thy scourges. For 
what mortal can do so? Thou wast always by me, 
mercifully angry and flavoring all my unlawful plea-
sures with bitter discontent, in order that I might seek 
pleasures free from discontent. But where could I find 
such pleasure save in thee, O Lord—save in thee, who 
dost teach us by sorrow, who wounds us to heal us, 
and who dost kill us that we may not die apart from 
thee.”  

God is not dead, not even sick By Cecil May 
Two grand old preachers Marshall Keeble and Gus 
Nichols, were on the platform at Freed-Hardeman 
College many years ago. Brother Keeble was speaking 
and mentioned the foolishness of those who were 
proclaiming “God is dead.” Brother Nichols at one 
point roared from behind and said, “Why he hasn’t 
even been sick.” …Moses spoke the truth when he 
said, “Lord you have been our dwelling place in all 
generations. Before the mountains were born or You 
gave birth to the earth and the world, even from ever-
lasting to everlasting You are God” (Psalm 90.1–2). 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado
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