
10:30 Service  

Don Patton Speaking

6:00 service  

Don Patton reporting on 
his work in regard to 

Noah’s Ark 

Jesus taught, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matt 5.3–12). Steve Lloyd stated it 
like this, “To be rich—we must become poor.”  

The beggar knows of his poverty. 
Others may be just as destitute, 
but they either will not or cannot 
work, and they will not beg.  

This Beatitude pictures the one who has nothing 
and cannot do anything to remedy his situa-
tion, except to beg.  

What does it take to be a beggar? Could you 
beg? Take pride and throw it away. On the 
other hand, do you not believe that a man or 
woman is blessed who is hum-
ble? “A late Queen of England 
visited a hospital ward one day 
and paused for a moment at the 
bed of a little girl. She asked the 
child where she lived and the 
child said in Battersea, a poor 
district in London. ‘Where do you live?’ the girl 
asked, unaware of the rank of her visitor. ‘Oh, 
just behind Gorringe’s department store,’ the 
Queen replied.”  

Alex Haley, the author of Roots, had a picture in 
his office, showing a turtle sitting atop a fence. It 
was there to remind him of a lesson he learned 
long ago: “If you see a turtle on a fence post, 
you know he had some help.” Says Alex, “Any 
time I start thinking, Wow, isn’t this marvelous 
what I’ve done! I look at that picture and remember 
how this turtle—me—got up on that post.”  

We are poor in spirit when we see our utter desperation 
without God; our inadequacy and worthlessness with-

out Him. God accepts such a person,  

“The sacrifices of God are a bro-
ken spirit, a broken and a contrite 
heart—these, O God, You will not 

despise” (Psa 51.17).  

“For thus says the High and Lofty One who 
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: ‘I 
dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
who has a contrite and humble spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the humble, and to re-
vive the heart of the contrite ones’” (Isa 

57.15).  

“‘For all those things My hand 
has made, and all those things 
exist,’ Says the LORD. ‘But on 
this one will I look: On him 
who is poor and of a contrite 

spirit, and who trembles at My 
word’” (Isa 66.2).  

How can this be? God delights in reversing the 
fortunes of people. Why should He give a King-

dom to those not poor in spirit, for they think they 
can do it themselves? Would they be happy with 
the Kingdom He offers? “Nothing sets a person so 
much out of the devil’s reach as 
humility” (Jonathan Edwards) and so much in 
God’s reach as humility. “There is one who 
makes himself rich, yet has nothing; And one 
who makes himself poor, yet has great 
riches” (Pro 13.7). DR 

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960

January 15, 2017  

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

To Have Paradise on Earth: Beg



There is no other way to explain the mira-
cles of Jesus other than the fact that God 
was truly working through Jesus. 

“But I have a greater witness than John’s; 
for the works which the Father has given 
Me to finish—the very works that I do—
bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent 
Me” (John 5.36).  

See also:  
John 10.20–21  
John 10.25  
John 10.37–38  
John 14.10–11 
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Services for the Thomases will be on 
January 21st at 1:00 p.m. here at the 
building.

January Activities 
The 21st: At 1:00 P.M. 
The service for Jerry and  
Becky Thomas will be 
held here at the building. 

The 25th: Singing  

The 29th: Potluck  

February Activities 
The 4th: At 4:30 P.M. 
Family Fellowship

One Sunday morning at a small southern church, the 
new preacher called on one of his older deacons to 
lead in the opening prayer. The deacon stood up, 
bowed his head and said, “Lord, I hate buttermilk.”  

The preacher opened one eye and wondered where 
this was going. The deacon continued, “Lord, I hate 
lard.” Now the preacher was totally perplexed. The 
deacon continued, “Lord, I ain’t too crazy about 
plain flour. But after you mix ‘em all together and 
bake ‘em in a hot oven, I just love biscuits.”  

“Lord help us to realize when life gets hard, when 
things come up that we don’t like, whenever we 
don’t understand what You are doing, that we need 
to wait and see what You are making. After you get 
through mixing and baking, it’ll probably be 
something even better than biscuits.  

Amen.



One of Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Read the Bible  
By David Barton  
With Thanksgiving behind us, we now enter the 
time of the year in which President Franklin 
Roosevelt had urged Americans to spend time 
reading the Bible. Indisputably, the Bible is the 
book upon which our American republic rests—
a fact attested to by many presidents:  

“[The Bible] is the rock on which our Republic 
rests.” President Andrew Jackson 

“The Bible…is indispensable to the safety and 
permanence of our institutions.” President 
Zachary Taylor 

“[T]he teachings of the Bible are so interwoven 
and entwined with our whole civic and social 
life that it would be…impossible for us to figure 
to ourselves what that life would be if these 
teachings were removed.” President Teddy Roo-
sevelt 

“Of the many influences that have shaped the 
United States of America into a distinctive Na-
tion and people, none may be said to be more 
fundamental and enduring than the Bible.” Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan  

Today, only 14% of Christians read the Bible 
daily, so most Americans have no knowledge of 
the most basic teachings of the Bible; and as 
Biblical knowledge declines, so does the 
strength and effectiveness of American institu-
tions. Biblical knowledge is key to American 
longevity and prosperity. Understanding this, in 
1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
urged: 

“I suggest a nationwide reading of the Holy 
Scriptures during the period from Thanksgiving 
Day to Christmas…[G]o to…the Scriptures for a 
renewed and strengthening contact with those 
eternal truths and majestic principles which 
have inspired such eternal truths and majestic 
principles which have inspired such measure of 
true greatness as this nation has achieved.”  

This is an excellent recommendation! So com-
mit yourself to reading and studying the Scrip-
tures over the coming weeks. There are many 
good plans to help you, and even Bible apps 
that read the Bible to you. In fact, you can read 
through the entire Bible in only about 15 min-
utes each day over the course of a year. Psalm 
11:3 asks: “If the foundations are destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?” Our foundations—
the most important part of any structure—can 
be preserved by a knowledge of the Bible. So 
let’s follow President Roosevelt’s request to par-
ticularly spend the time between now and 
Christmas in reading and studying God’s Word. 



Two months ago, 18 denominational preachers 
were baptized in this place. Yesterday, we 
returned to share the gospel with more than 200 
members from the denominations of these men 
(photo). Nine more souls were added yesterday. 
I was struck by the zeal of these preachers, since 
hearing the truth. The ones with whom I spoke 
have grasped the concept of the New Testament 
church well and they were trying so hard to 
convince others.  
We have been very careful to keep them from 
being induced with material gain. We have given 
them nothing and have made no promises. They 
are simply thankful for their new-
found knowledge of the  truth and the love of the 
Savior who died for them.  
Don Iverson 

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

 Address 
New Address for Janet Crisp: 
727 SW Rogue River Avenue 

Apt #112 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 

Janet loves visitors and is also able 
to get out for lunch dates/outings!  
Call 541-476-7727 first and make 
sure she's available, and then go 

visit! 

Our next Family Fellowship 
evening will be February 4th, 
at 4:30. More details to come.   

Bible Trivia for kids 

 1. How many tribes did ancient 

Israel have? 

2. What was another name for 

the Apostle Paul? 

Tell Rebekah and receive a treat.

Don Patton



2017 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

January Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 2,342 ..................

Last Week January 8, 2.093 ...........

Total After 2 Week 4,684..............

January 15: 
Kerri Ruhl 

January 22:  
Wayne & Gloriann

Wayne & 
Gloriann 
Duncan

Billy Henshall 

Nash Crisp

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

Tawnya says: 
“I am HOME!! Thanks to all whose prayers and 
good wishes got me here.”  

“Don’t worry about anything. Instead pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need and thank him 
for all he has done.”  
Philippians 4:6 

Pray for Don Iverson and the work he is doing in 
India.  

Please keep those that we love who are shut-ins in 

your prayers. 

Prayer Warriors 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 
“Pray without ceasing.”  

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Thank You  
A big thank you to the ladies who prepared and deliv-
ered the Christmas Dinner Boxes. Glenda Brazil, Bev-
erly Hilterbrand and Faye Archer made this possible. 
Also, thank you to all who donated food and money. 
Four families were blessed by your generosity. 

Save the Date!  
February 17-19th is the Eugene Youth Rally.  Please 
see Andrea Crisp if your child is interested in going!   
Rides available!  

LTC Chorus 

We will have practice every Sunday afternoon at 5:00 
at the church building. Any questions ask Kerri Ruhl. 

Air Mattresses 
We have all the air mattresses that were needed for 
the Thomas's family. Thank you to all who fulfilled that 
need. 

Baskets 
There are still some baskets from VBS in the fellowship 
hall. Please take what is yours. 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Send a card to your Bible class 
teacher, thanking him or her for 
what they do.  

The Bible on Finances  
“You shall not charge interest to 
your brother—interest on money 
or food or anything that is lent out 
at interest” (Deuteronomy 23.19).  

The Wisdom of George Wash-
ington: On Rules of Order for 
a Nation  
“The propitious smiles of Heaven 
can never be expected on a na-
tion that disregards the eternal 

rules of order and right which 
Heaven itself has ordained.”  
“Righteousness exalts a nation, 
but sin is a reproach to any peo-
ple” (Proverbs 14.34).  

The Wisdom of Augustine: On 
Pride and Humility  
“It was pride that changed angels 
into devils; it is humility that 
makes men as 
angels” (Augustine).  
“Surely He scorns the scornful, 
but gives grace to the 
humble” (Proverbs 3.34).  

Church History  
1999: Pope John Paul II expressed 
regret “for the cruel death inflict-
ed on Jan Hus,” commending 
Hus’s “moral courage in the face 
of adversity and death.” The 
Catholic Church had executed 
Huss on July 6, 1415.  

When All Seems Lost by Ger 
Koopman 
“Often people think they are lost. 
They think that nothing in the 
world can help them. And then 
God looks and says, ‘It is time.’ 
And all at once everything looks 
different. Everything comes into a 
different light, and all at once you 
see that all is not lost, but won. 

Remember this, all is not lost in 
his eyes. ‘The lowly shall be lifted 
up, the first shall be last.’”  
Spiritually Motionless by 
Søren Kierkegaard 
“Although the scribes could ex-
plain where the Messiah should 
be born, they remained quite un-
perturbed in Jerusalem. They did 
not accompany the Wise Men to 
seek him. Similarly we may be 
able to explain every article of 
our faith, yet remain spiritually 
motionless. The power that moved 
heaven and earth leaves us com-
pletely unmoved. What a con-
trast! The three kings had only a 
rumor to go by. But it spurred 
them to set out on a long, hard 
journey. The scribes, meanwhile, 
were much better informed, much 
better versed. They had sat and 
studied the scriptures for years, 
like so many dons. But it didn’t 
make any difference. Who had 
the more truth? Those who fol-
lowed a rumor, or those who re-
mained sitting, satisfied with all 
their knowledge?” 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com

RUHL’S 
RULES


