
Can you create paradise on earth by softheartedness?  

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy” (Matthew 5.7) 

Shakespeare wrote that mercy is “twice blessed; it bles-
seth him that gives, and him that takes: ‘tis mightiest in 
the mightiest: it becomes the throned monarch better 
than his crown” (Shakespeare). 
Proverbs 11.17 agrees, 
“The merciful man does 
good for his own 
soul, but he who is 
cruel troubles his own 
flesh.”  

The Pharisees criticized Jesus for 
eating with tax collectors and 
sinners, but Jesus said, 
“Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. But go 
and learn what this means: ‘I 
desire mercy and not sacri-
fice.’ For I did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance” (Matthew 
9.12–13). If Jesus says go and learn what something 
means, brethren, we better go and learn what it means!  

Brother Hugo McCord has written, “If a man does not 
strive to be merciful because it is partaking of the di-
vine nature, he ought from selfish reasons alone be 

constrained to develop the grace of compassion. What-
ever we sow, we shall reap (Gal. 6:7). There is One 
who so overrules the affairs of the universe as to make 
a good man’s ‘enemies to be at peace with him’ (Prov. 
16:7). Normally no one will harm you if you are harm-
less (1 Pet. 3:13). If we are over-bearing and demand-
ing, God will see to it that we come under the sway of 

those just as cruel and ex-
acting. If we treat others 
with leniency, so shall we 
be treated. If we judge 
harshly, ‘with what 

judgment’ we judge, 
we ‘shall be 
judged’ (Matt. 
7:2)” (The Sermon on 

the Mount, The Seventh An-
nual Spiritual Sword Lec-
tureship, pp. 43, 44).  

After understanding the mer-
cy we have received from 
God and from others, we 
should be eager to show it to 

someone who needs it.  

Mercy is more than a feeling, it is action; for even sin-
ners have sympathetic feelings. Grace is giving what is 
not deserved, mercy is withholding what is deserved. 
Moreover, mercy is giving what is needed. Mercy is the 
rainbow after a violent storm. DR 

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960

February 12, 2017  
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10:30 Service  

“Getting More than 
You Expected”  
What do you want?  

Acts 3 

6:00 service  

“Has Science Solved 
More Ancient Mysteries 

of the Bible?”  
Popular Mechanics made another 

huge mistake 



FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Revelation 4:11



Sermon Special Features 

For my sermon last Lord’s Day (February 5), on 
Acts 2, I wanted to mention Peter’s use of the Old 
Testament, but doing so would have disrupted the 
flow of my sermon. I had prepared the slide be-
low before I decided to delete the point.  

Using the New King James Version, Peter spoke 
518 words. Yet, 220 of those words came from 
the Old Testament, and he spoke 105 words 
about those quotations. He filled his message 

with a little less than 43% from the Hebrew 
Bible, and almost 63% of what he said dealt with 
the first portion of the Bible, leaving only 193 
words not directly related to his quotes from Joel 
2, and Psalm 16 and 110.  

Did someone say we should not use the Old Tes-
tament? Perhaps someone needs to talk to Peter 
about that, or better yet, the Holy Spirit who gave 
Peter utterance. 

For his second sermon to the Jews, Peter made a 
reference to God having, “spoken by the mouth 
of all His holy prophets since the world 
began” (Acts 3.21).  

This is yet another biblical proof that the days of 
creation were normal days, and that no gaps of 

millions or billions of years appeared between 
the days or between Genesis 1.1 and 1.2.  

Peter said that God has been speaking since the 
world began, indicating a young Earth. If the 
Earth was billions of years old, and man has only 
been here the last million or so years, then man 
has not been here since the world began. 

Last Lord’s Day sermon on Acts 2

Today’s sermon on Acts 3



February 
Activities 

The 22nd: Singing 

The 26th: Potluck

T W O  C O M P E T I N G  V I E W S  …  O N E  C O M P E L L I N G  T R U T H

A ONE-NIGHT EVENT IN THEATERS
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 ONLY

HOSTED BY DEL TACKETT
CREATOR OF “THE TRUTH PROJECT”

Get Tickets Today at IsGenesisHistory.com

“Nothing in the world makes sense 
except in the light of Genesis.”

Dr. Del Tackett
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Is Genesis History? is a movie coming to 
Cinemark Tinseltown in Medford at 7:00 

PM on Thursday, February 23. Tickets 
are $12.50 and $11.50 for seniors.  

If you are interested in seeing this 
movie, please sign up on the sheet on 
the Foyer table. To purchase tickets 
ahead of time, Don Ruhl needs your 

money before we go to the show. 

THE GIRAFFE’S WONDER NET 

Job 9:10 

“Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, and 

wonders without number.” 

Did you ever stand up a little too quickly and get dizzy? 

That happens because by standing you may have tem-

porarily lowered the blood pressure in your brain. Can 

you imagine what can happen when the giraffe swings 

his head from the ground to the treetop? 

The Giraffe’s Wonder NetThe giraffe’s heart and the rest 

of his cardiovascular system are very different from ours

—and from most other creatures. If it weren’t different, 

there wouldn’t be any giraffes! In order to get his blood 

all the way from his heart up that long neck to his brain, 

the giraffe’s heart must produce twice as much blood 

pressure as would be expected in an animal his height. 

But the giraffe’s brain is very sensitive to high blood 

pressure. So giraffes have been given a special structure 

that's been called the “wonder net,” where the blood 

supply enters his brain. This wonder net keeps the blood 

pressure in the giraffe's brain just where it should be. 

Even if the giraffe drops his head quickly—say, from 

nibbling a treetop to take a drink of water—the blood 

pressure in his head remains safe. The wonder net can 

quickly control such rapid changes. And to prevent used 

blood from draining back into his brain when he lowers 

his head, the giraffe has a special set of one way check 

valves in his neck. 

When we talk about our Creator, we need not be afraid 

that some people will think we are talking about worth-

less things. Truly, the wonders the Creator has made are 

great and worthy to be told to people far and wide!



2017 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

February 
Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 2,947 ..................

Last Week February 5, 3,891 .........

Total After 6 Weeks 17,685...........

February 12: 
Rick Calvert 

February 19:  
Kerri Rluhl

Lynn Buell
Micheal Estes 

Nash Crisp

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

Jeanese Poole underwent surgery last week. There 
were some complications with the surgery.   Unfor-
tunately, they were not able to get the whole tumor 
out. The portion they removed is being biopsied. 
Jeanese may need another surgery in the future, but 
needs to recover first. Prayers for her continued 
healing are appreciated! 

Pray for our Mission works. 

Pray for Anne Peugh. Yesterday she drove to Port-
land to help out the Poole family for the week.  

Pray for Phil Friesen; he has been having chest 
pains that the doctors have not been able to diag-
nose. Prayers that the pains will go away. 

Pray for Bridgett, who is a student that works with 
Kerri Ruhl. She is 16 and has thyroid cancer.  

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Attention Puppeteers 
Don’t forget there is puppet practice today at 4:00. 

Bulletin Board 
Check out the bulletin board in the fellowship hall 
and show the kids too. Its really interesting to see all 
of the missions we support and to see that they are all 
over the world.  

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Consider tutoring at a local 
school.  

The Wisdom of George 
Washington: On Supporting 
Our Government  
“This government, the offspring 
of our own choice, uninflu-
enced and unawed, adopted 
upon full investigation and ma-
ture deliberation, completely 
free in its principles, in the dis-
tribution of its powers, uniting 
security with energy, and con-
taining within itself a provision 
for its own amendment, has a 
just claim to your confidence 
and your support.”  

President Washington knew, 
like the rest of our Founding 
Fathers knew, that the Scrip-
tures also teach us to support 
our government, “Let every 
soul be subject to the govern-
ing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, 
and the authorities that exist 
are appointed by God” (Ro-
mans 13.1).  

The Wisdom of Augustine: On 
Why He Sinned  
We like to come up with psy-
chological theories that explain 
our behavior, especially inap-
propriate behavior, but listen to 
why Augustine said he sinned. 
He confessed to God, “I had a 
desire to commit robbery, and 
did so, compelled to it by nei-
ther hunger nor poverty, but 
through a contempt for well-
doing and a strong impulse to 
iniquity. For I pilfered some-
thing which I already had in 
sufficient measure, and of 
much better quality. I did not 
desire to enjoy what I stole, but 
on the theft and the sin itself.”  

Hebrews 11.25 refers to Moses 
deciding against enjoying the 
passing pleasures of sin. The 
Bible does not provide some 
psychological theory for why 
we sin, such as psychologists 
used to do with homosexuality 
(But now that field has re-
versed itself and supports ho-
mosexuality), but it comes out 
and says why we sin: We enjoy 
sinning.  

Church History  
Bach: One of the greatest 
musicians of all time, Johann 
Sebastian Bach put JJ at the top 
of the paper on which he wrote 
music. JJ stand for Jesu, juva, 
“Jesus, help me.” When the 
Lord  answered Bach’s prayer, 
he began writing three other 
initials at the bottom: SDG, 
meaning, Soli Deo Gloria, “To 
God alone be the glory.” As it 
is written, “Therefore, whether 
you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of 
God” (1 Corinthians 10.31). 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........

RUHL’S 
RULES


