
Can Christians be happy when people evil things about 
them?  
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you 
when they revile and persecute you, and 
say all kinds of evil against you falsely for 
My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly 
glad, for great is your reward in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you” (Matthew 5.10–12).  
Once when I had greeted a visitor and 
introduced myself she said that she had 
heard of me. I said I hoped that it was 
good. Then I said, as an afterthought, that 
it might be good if it was bad. She made 
a strange look, I explained that it de-
pends on who was making the statement. 
There are some people you want to say 
good things about you and there are 
some people that you do not want them 
to say good things about you. You do not 
want the devil saying good things about 
you. In fact, if they say bad 
things about you, that is good. 
So I referred to Luke 6.26, 
“Woe to you when all men 
speak well of you, for so did 
their fathers to the false 
prophets.” I do not think she 
ever understood what I was 
saying. Do you understand?  
Blessed Are the Persecuted?  
Did Jesus put “blessed” in the same sentence with “persecut-
ed” and “righteousness”? Yes. By His death He took away the 

curse of God, but not the curses of men. Therefore, the way 
to heaven is a path full of roses, which also include thorns. 
The blessing is for persecution for righteousness’ sake and for 
Jesus’ sake (verse 11b).  

Why do people persecute Christians for 
doing what is right? Righteousness of-
fends the lovers of evil. A righteous life is 
a rebuke to a sinner.  
The Form of the Persecution  
Does persecution have to be physical 
before we consider it persecution? Jesus 
assures us that verbal abuse is also per-
secution and will be rewarded. He was 
persecuted in the very manner in which 
He speaks. He was called a Samaritan (in 
a derogatory way), demoniac and insane. 
They mocked Him on the cross; said His 
power came from Beelzebub, and gave 
false testimony at His trial.  
When Verbally Persecuted, You Are 
Blessed  
Jesus began this Beatitude with a promise 

of the ultimate blessing, the 
kingdom of heaven. Can you 
think of a greater blessing 
than going to heaven? How-
ever, Jesus surprises us with 
more than heaven. He builds 
our anticipation by telling us 
to rejoice and to be exceed-

ingly glad. Here are two reasons why: (1) “…for great is your 
reward in heaven,” and (2) “…for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” DR 

To Have Paradise on Earth: Be 
Happy When You Are Hated

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
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at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
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10:30 Service  

“The Church Marches 
on in Works and 

Words”  
Nothing can stop the church when 

she is on the move!  

Acts 5 

6:00 service  

“With Growth Comes 
Problems”  

Do not let conflict inside or outside 
the church discourage you  

Acts 6 



iPod, iPad? Try 
iPray. God is 

listening.

We are in need of teachers for the 

spring quarter. Please sign up in 

the supply room.
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2017 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

March     
Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,003 ..................

Last Week February 26 , 3,453 ......

Total After 9 Weeks 27,033...........

March 5: 
Larry & Diane 

March 12:  
Gene Tomlinson

No Volunteers
Dominic Meyer 

Jacob Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

Phil and Diana Friesen request prayers, because 
they have been experiencing a lot of death and 
medical problems on both sides of their families. 

Prayers for Gloriann Duncan. Last Sunday evening 
she fell outside the building. She broke her upper 
arm and the ball came out of the socket slightly. 
She also fractured her pelvis in three places.  

Prayers were answered for Augustine, a Nigerian 
brother and friend of Becky Bacon. He was able to 
keep his job. Thank you for the prayers. 

2 Thess 3.1-2 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Bible Quiz Today 
The Bible quiz for the LTC students is today after 
worship services in the fellowship hall. $3.00 for 
pizza. 

Thank you 
Thank you Carl for putting up the wonderful bul-
letin board!!  

Volunteer Opportunities 
There are some volunteer opportunities for the 
following things on the foyer bulletin board. 
These are monthly volunteer positions. 
• Greeters  
• People to host a themed potluck 
• Bulletin boards 
• Communion preparation 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Suggested Good Work  
Organize a cookout with your 
neighbors, as a way to get to 
know them.  
The Wisdom of George 
Washington: On Morality and 
Religion  
“Whatever may be conceded 
to the influence of refined edu-
cation on minds of peculiar 
structure, reason and experi-
ence both forbid us to expect 
that National morality can pre-
vail in exclusion of religious 
principle.”  
President Washington knew 
well the teachings of Scripture, 
especially Romans 1 that 
shows morality goes down hill 
once a society begins to deny 

the existence of God. We see 
the fulfillment of both Paul’s 
words and President Washing-
ton’s words in the culture of 
Western Society.  
The Wisdom of Augustine: On 
Honoring God Above All  
“We see pride wearing the 
mask of high-spiritedness, al-
though only thou, O God, art 
high above all. Ambition seeks 
honor and glory, whereas only 
thou shouldst be honored 
above all, and glorified forever. 
The powerful man seeks to be 
feared, because of his cruelty; 
but who ought really to be 
feared but God only?” 
Augustine merely restated what 
the psalmist said long ago, “For 
You, LORD, are most high 
above all the Earth; You are ex-
alted far above all 
gods” (Psalm 97.9). This is also 
a song in our books, number 
938. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........

RUHL’S 
RULES


