
Five (unpopular) things Jesus said about divorce 

By Rick Kelley 

“…from the beginning it was not so” (Matthew 19:8) 

In 17 years of ministry (part and full-time), I have met with 
numerous married, and to-be-married couples. One thing 
I’ve found by this experience is that to-be-married couples 
generally understand the concept of adultery, and see it as a 
legitimate – if not the only – reason for divorce. Even if their 
Bible knowledge is somewhat limited, or they are not Chris-
tians, they will often say that this is the only legitimate 
grounds for a biblical divorce. I have this in writing from al-
most every couple I’ve married. 

Yet, in nearly every troubled marriage that 
I’ve tried to help, one or both have a com-
pletely different, and non-biblical view of 
divorce and/or adultery. 

It is hard to view our own selves and our 
own situations objectively. Before we are 
married, marriage is but an object off in 
the distance – a “thing.” We see it ideally. 
It is easy to talk about divorcing for adul-
tery, and it is nearly impossible to see ourselves being un-
faithful. 

When it is our marriage, we can be blinded. Facts are harder 
to sort. Emotions and history make it difficult to see things 
objectively. Even the first married couple struggled with this 
(Genesis 3:10-13). 

But regardless of the emotional and physical tangles men 
make of marriage, the facts about adultery do not change. 
Jesus taught a few simple, easy-to-understand (which aren’t 
necessarily equivalent to, “easy-to-accept,” or “easy-to-ap-
ply”) truths on the subject. 

First, Jesus gave one ground for divorce: porneia (defined, 
“illicit sexual intercourse,” Thayer; translated “fornication,” 
KJV, ASV). Divorce may be (though not mandatory) sought 
for this circumstance (Matthew 19:9). 

Second, if someone divorces for a reason other than this, it is 
a violation of God’s will (yes, I have studied 1 Corinthians 7 
relative to this issue). Mankind is not at liberty to separate 
what God has joined (Matthew 19:6). “He and his wife are 
one; they can no more separate from one another than they 
can from themselves” (Spence, Excell). 

Third, if someone divorces their spouse for something other 
than porneia, then marries someone else, it is only “mar-
riage” in the court of human opinion; to heaven, it is adultery 
(Matthew 19:9). One’s legal divorce for a cause other than 
porneia, does not annul one’s obligations to that spouse, 
or to God (see: Mal. 2:13-16). 

Fourth, when a spouse is divorced for a 
reason other than porneia, it is proverbial 
that they will find themselves in a situation 
to be tempted into adultery (Matthew 
5:32). To re-emphasize: it is not foregone, 
but certainly proverbial. 

Fifth, if a person has sexual relations with 
an adulterer (whether the adulterer is still 
married, or divorced, or in the process of 
acquiring a divorce), they are also guilty of 

adultery (Matthew 19:9b). 

It is my understanding that adultery cannot be resolved by 
merely apologizing, and continuing therein, any more than 
the thief who stole a car can merely apologize and drive 
away in the same car. 

This unpopular truth ultimately cost John the Baptist his life 
(Matthew 14:4-12). 

This unpopular truth caused Jesus’ audience to proclaim that 
it is better not to marry than live by God’s stringent require-
ments (Matthew 19:10). 

We shouldn’t be surprised when it angers and confuses some 
today. 

Let us seek to understand this subject as best we can, and 
faithfully stand on whatever foundation the Lord has laid.
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Exodus 20:11



1 Evaluate. 

What needs done in order to clean up our spiritual homes? 

Only you know the areas that need worked on in your 

own individual life. What needs to be improved? Evaluate 

everything you do and say and think. Is it pleasing to the 

Lord? 

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus... Colossians. 3:17 

2 Get rid of junk. 

Are there things in your life that are just junk and clut-

tering up your life? Are there things getting in your way 

of serving Christ to your greatest potential? Are things 

like worry, anger, gossip, and bad habits cluttering up 

your life? 

If it's something you should keep in your life it will pass 

the following guidelines of Philippians 4:8. 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 

things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 

things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 

things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if 

there be any praise, think on these things. 

3 Gather cleaning tools. 

When you clean your house you gather together your 

cleaning tools, such as scrub brushes, mops, and brooms. 

All you need to clean your spiritual house is one thing - 

the Word of God. It is your all-purpose cleaning tool and 

contains everything you'll need. 

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 

than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 

asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 

and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

Hebrews 4:12

4 Gather cleaners. 

Cleaning our homes usually takes all kinds of cleaners—win-

dow cleaners, waxes, floor cleaners, bleaches, and disinfec-

tants. When it comes to cleaning our spiritual house, all we 

need is one all-purpose cleaning agent—the forgiveness of 

God. It is guaranteed to cleanse all grime and dirt, which em-

bodies itself as sin buildup. 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 

5 Get to work! 

If we gathered all of our cleaning tools and sup-

plies to clean our homes, and even if we had 

evaluated what work needed to be done and did 

nothing it would not help us. We have to use the 

supplies and actually do some work! The same is 

true with our spiritual homes. God gives us His 

Word and His precious forgiveness but we have to use them to 

keep our lives clean. 

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against 

thee. Psalm 119:11 

6 Determine to keep it clean. 

Usually when we finish cleaning our own homes, we look 

around and say that we'll never let the clutter pile up that high 

again and we determine not to let it. We should do the same 

for our spiritual house. Determine not to let it get dirty again. 

The only way to accomplish this is to keep it up daily by feast-

ing on God's Word and being sensitive 

to the Holy Spirit to work in our lives. 

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and 

ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 

Galatians 5:16

Spring Cleaning for Heart and Soul
Julia Bettencourt

Create in me a clean heart, Oh God; and renew a right spirit 
within me. Psalm 51:10



2017 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

April Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,070 ..................

Last Week April 2  4,911 ...............

Total After 14 Weeks 42,992.........

April 9: 
Larry & Diane 

April 16:  
Gene Tomlinson

No Volunteers
Billy Henshall 

Micheal Estes

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

Jo and Terry Miller are requesting prayers for their 
son, Eric. It appears that his ribs are not healing 
right and not kneading or knitting together and may 
need surgery in order to get them together to do 
that. If he does need to go into surgery, Jo will fly 
down to OKC to help him with his recovery and 
will be gone for several weeks. 

Prayers for Jim Rich’s sister; Becky who has been 
given 2–4 weeks to live. She will be going through 
extreme chemo. 

Pray for Cheryl Cates stepfather, who fell out of his 
wheelchair and broke his hip. He is currently at 
Laurel Hills Nursing Home and is not expected to 
go home. His name is Micael Rose. 

Pray for Rose Cossairt; she fell last Tuesday and frac-
tured her shoulder. Surgery will not be needed, but 
she will need to wear a sling for some time until it 
heals.  

Please keep all of the LTC group 
in your prayers. They will be dri-
ving down to California on 
Wednesday. Pray for their safety 
as they all travel. They will be 
back on Sunday April 16th. 

Pray for the President of Ameri-
ca. 1Timothy 2

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Come and support the kids tonight!!  
The LTC chorus is wanting to show our brethren here 
what they have prepared, by practicing their conven-
tion presentation before the congregation. This will be 
done on tonight following the evening worship ser-
vice. Please come and support the kids. They sound so 
great!! 

Leadership Training for Christ 
Our LTC group will be leaving this week on Wednes-
day and will be gone until Sunday. 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Send an encouraging note.  
Control Your Tongue When it is 
time to listen:  
“A wise son heeds his father’s in-
struction, but a scoffer does not 
listen to rebuke” (Proverbs 13.1).  
The Wisdom of George 
Washington: On the Advantage 
of a Good Government  
“Under a good government 
(which I have no doubt we shall 
establish) this Country certainly 
promises greater advantages, than 
almost any other, to persons of 
moderate property, who are de-
termined to be sober, industrious 
and virtuous members of Society.”  
“He who has a slack hand be-
comes poor, but the hand of the 
diligent makes rich” (Pro 10.4).  
The Wisdom of Augustine of Hip-
po: On Saints and Sinners  
“There is no saint without a past, 
no sinner without a future.”  

Church History (Christian History 
Institute)  
1933: “German Christians” apply 
the Nazis’ Aryan clause to the 
church, effectively barring Jews 
(and individuals of Jewish de-
scent) from holding church of-
fices. The Book of Acts shows the 
church preaching only to Jews 
initially, then centuries later, so-
called Christians barred Jews from 
the church.  

You Are Welcome, LTC Young 
People  
I was asked to preach through the 
Book of Acts, since that is the 
theme of Leadership Training for 
Christ this year. The image below 
(which is the size of a poster, 28 
inches x 22 inches), shows the 
appreciation of the young people. 
I say to you, You are welcome, 
and thank you for listening. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado
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