
David and Saul’s family  

Saul loved David, then hated him. Jonathan always 
loved David. Michal loved David, then despised him. 
She initially loved him so greatly that she risked her life 
for him, as the following shows,  

“Saul also sent messengers to David’s house to 
watch him and to kill him in the morning. And Michal, 
David’s wife, told him, saying, ‘If you do not save your 
life tonight, tomorrow you will be 
killed.’ So Michal let David down 
through a window. And he went and 
fled and escaped. And Michal took 
an image and laid it in the bed, put a 
cover of goats’ hair for his head, and 
covered it with clothes. So when 
Saul sent messengers to take David, 
she said, ‘He is sick.’ Then Saul sent 
the messengers back to see David, 
saying, ‘Bring him up to me in the 
bed, that I may kill him.’ And when 
the messengers had come in, there 
was the image in the bed, with a 
cover of goats’ hair for his head. 
Then Saul said to Michal, ‘Why have 
you deceived me like this, and sent my enemy away, so 
that he has escaped?’ And Michal answered Saul, ‘He 
said to me, “Let me go! Why should I kill you?”’” (1 
Samuel 19.11–17).  

Family relationships often follow this pattern of al-
ternating love and hate. However, when we encounter 
a David-like person in our family, even in our in-laws, 
let us imitate Jonathan and always love. DR  

Angry at the father, but the father shows 
compassion  

In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, Jesus showed us 
the older brother who did not go away and live a wild 
life, but who stayed home, remaining loyal to his father. 
Therefore, when the younger brother returned and the 
father threw a party, that enraged the older brother, 
“But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his 
father came out and pleaded with him. So he answered 

and said to his father, ‘Lo, these 
many years I have been serving you; 
I never transgressed your com-
mandment at any time; and yet you 
never gave me a young goat, that I 
might make merry with my friends. 
But as soon as this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your liveli-
hood with harlots, you killed the fat-
ted calf for him.’ And he said to him, 
‘Son, you are always with me, and 
all that I have is yours. It was right 
that we should make merry and be 
glad, for your brother was dead and 
is alive again, and was lost and is 

found’” (Luke 15.28–32).  
Can you believe that the father responded with pa-

tience toward his older son? The father did not rebuke 
the son. The father did not become angry with his son. 
The father explained the situation patiently.  

The father represents God the Father, and the older 
son represents the Pharisees and scribes who com-
plained that Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners, 
prompting this parable. The Pharisees and scribes were 
unknowingly angry at God. DR 

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960

April 16, 2017  

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

6:00 service  

“The Power of the Seed”  
Brad Holm 

10:30 Service  

“The Resurrection Brings 
Us into Relationship 

with Christ”  
Tim Braden 



Our Mission Works Outside of  
Josephine County, Oregon

April Activities 
The 14th-16th LTC Convention 

The 23rd: Deacons Meeting 

The 26th: Singing 
The 30th: Elders Forum 
The 30th: Potluck 

August Activities 
The 14th-18th: Vacation Bible 
School 

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 
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The battle belongs to the Lord again
Published by: Barry Newton
Throughout history God’s people have derived courage, comfort and strength from knowing the battle belongs to the Lord. David con-
fronted Goliath. King Jehoshaphat and the men of Judah marched out against a vast army.

Today Christians encourage each other in song singing, “The battle belongs to the Lord.” If we allow the armor of God metaphor in Eph-
esians 6 to suggest a spiritual battle background lying behind the Ephesian letter, another reassurance of God’s victory comes into view.

As Paul wrapped up Ephesians, he explained that our struggle is not against difficult people. Rather, God’s people are pitted against spiri-
tual forces of evil. This is not the first clash of opposing forces in this letter.

In Ephesians 2:2 we discover that prior to belonging to Christ, evil spiritual forces dominated our lives. Our sin had wrecked our lives sev-
ering our relationships with each other and with God leaving us spiritually dead.

Yet, it does not matter how many times we have sinned. It does not matter how horrendous evil has been in our lives nor how malicious it 
has caused us to act. It does not matter how much our lives have been reduced to rubble and our self-esteem shattered by the evil we 
have done, this battle belongs to the Lord!

Paul reveals how God had planned even before the world began how he would rescue us and triumph (Ephesians 1:3-14). Christ’s blood 
would reign in victory.

The blood of Christ is greater than any of our sins or any weapon the enemy can possibly unleash in our lives. Even though we were dead 
in transgressions, God made us alive together with Christ (Ephesians 2:5).

God, not us, breaks the chains of death and condemnation. And not only does he grant us life, but he exalts us with Christ in the spiritual 
realms.

No wonder Paul began Ephesians by praising God for his master plan to rescue and unite all things under Christ. Yes, we live in a world 
rife with evil’s weapons: deceit, greed, jealousy, maliciousness, bitterness, self-loathing, etc. However, for those who come to the Lord, 
there is no contest. God’s power infuses life where death reigned. God wins.

God has completely rescued us. We can derive courage, comfort and strength from knowing this battle belongs to the Lord.



2017 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

April Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,046 ..................

Last Week April 9  2,709 ...............

Total After 15 Weeks 45,701.........

April 16: 
Gene Tomlinson 

April 23:  
Rick Calvert

No Volunteers
Micheal Estes 

Nick Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

Prayers for Wouida Curtis that she will have 
strength, comfort, and healing. 

Pray for healing for Rose Cossairt. She had surgery 
on her shoulder and it went well. 

Prayers for Elzie and Jean Parker. Elzie went into the 
hospital Thursday morning. He is being treated for 
pneumonia and had a heart attack Thursday morn-
ing. 

Prayers for our LTC group they will be traveling 
back home today. Pray for safe travels. 

Continue to pray for Jo and Terry Millers son, Eric. 
The surgeon has decided that he is not going to 
need another surgery. They are going to prescribe 
him a cough suppressant so that his rib can heal. Jo 
is still with him. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Elders Forum  
April 30th 

Our LTC group is heading home today. 

Church Camp 
There is a flyer up on the foyer bulletin board for 
Southern Oregon Christian Camp. The theme this year 
is "I NEED YOU". For any questions call Brian Pannell 
at West Main Church of Christ: 541-772-9640 More 
information to come soon! 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Find something you can do this week 
in service to others that may be con-
sidered an “undignified task,” and try 
to do it with as little fanfare as possi-
ble. 

Control Your Tongue When you 
are tempted to make light of holy 
things:  
“Do not be rash with your mouth, 
and let not your heart utter anything 
hastily before God. For God is in 
heaven, and you on earth; therefore 
let your words be few” (Ecclesiastes 
5.2).  

The Wisdom of George 
Washington: On his worthiness 
for leadership  
“But lest some unlucky event should 
happen unfavorable to my reputation, 
I beg it may be remembered by every 
gentleman in the room that I this day 
declare with the utmost sincerity, I do 
not think myself equal to the com-
mand I am honored with.”  

Jesus said, “And whoever exalts him-
self will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be 
exalted” (Matthew 23.12).  

The Wisdom of Augustine of Hip-
po: On Controlling Ourselves  
“The mind commands the body and 
is instantly obeyed. The mind com-
mands itself and meets resistance.”  

Churches of Christ in America:  
According to brother Flavil Yeakley, 
Churches of Christ in America have 
better numbers than many may have 
realized. He surveyed where the 
church stands in comparison to other 
religious groups: 

1. Churches of Christ constitute the 
twelfth largest religious group in the 
U.S. 

2. They are the sixth fast-growing 
group in the U.S. 

3. They rank fourth in the total num-
ber of congregations. 

4. The church is fifth in the U.S. in 
number of counties in which there is 
a congregation. 

5. It ranks first in the nation in distri-
bution of congregations. 

6. Churches of Christ are first in the 
nation in weekly attendance among 
membership.  

Gratefulness for our song leaders.  
Standing before the congregation to 
lead our spirits in worship of God 

and exhortation of one another is 
special in the sight of God. Let it be 
special in our eyes also. These men 
select what they believe will be good 
songs for that service, then they prac-
tice them during the week. Be sure to 
express your gratefulness to them for 
what they do.  

George Barna, in his book, The Seven 
Faith Tribes, says of American society, 
“You don’t need an advanced degree 
to notice that the focus of our goals 
has taken a 180-degree turn. We are 
less interested in the good of society 
than in the promotion and protection 
of self” (p. 12).  

Leaders and Influence  

“A leader takes people where they 
want to go. A great leader takes peo-
ple where they don’t necessarily want 
to go but ought to be” (Rosalynn 
Carter)  

“Into the hands of every individual is 
given a marvelous power for good or 
evil—the silent, unconscious, unseen 
influence of his life” (William George 
Jordan)  

“The key to successful leadership 
today is influence, not 
authority” (Ken Blanchard)  

“Leadership is the art of getting 
someone else to do something you 
want done because he wants to do it” 
(Dwight D. Eisenhower) 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........

RUHL’S RULES


