
8 False Assumptions about Christianity 

By Timothy W. Massaro 

1. Science has disproven Christianity. 
Historically, Christianity has often led the way in scientific 
advancement. Many leading scientists today believe in a 
cosmology that is much more open to intelligent design and 
creation than most pundits assume. Science has not found 
evidence precluding the belief in God, miracles, or the resur-
rection of Jesus. Such fields are outside the competence of 
science and its methodology. 

2. The Bible is based on myths. 
History is integral to the Christian faith. The Apostle Paul, 
who wrote more than half of the New Testament, grounds 
faith in eyewitness testimony and verifiable events (1 Cor. 
15). If these things are myths and fables, Christianity is not 
useful or good. The tone and tenor of the Scriptures are cate-
gorically different from that of Greek myths or Aesop’s Fa-
bles. 

3. All Religions teach the same thing. 
Many people today attempt to dismantle the claims of reli-
gion before they even hear them by asserting (not arguing) 
that all religions teach the same thing. In truth, each religion 
makes very different claims and assumptions about reality. 
There may be superficial agreement about the Golden Rule, 
but the gospel of the triune God categorically separates the 
faith of Christianity from all religions. 

4. Jesus never existed as a real person. 
While the news media often reports the proposition that be-
lief in Jesus’ historical existence is untenable, most scholars 
today disagree. Jesus’ existence is one of the best-attested 
facts available to us. Hostile witnesses attest to his life and 
death. His life recorded in the Gospels is the best explana-
tion available to us about who he was and what he did. 

5. There are no such things as miracles. 
To assume miracles cannot happen because they do not do 

so normally is not itself an argument. Rather, most people 
take their personal experience as the normative basis for 
judging past events. This subjective view of what is possible 
does not allow for normal historical events to transpire, let 
alone miraculous ones. If we look at historical evidence, the 
question remains an open possibility. 

6. Evil precludes a good God. 
Only the God of Scripture allows evil to be a problem in the 
first place. If evil exists, it presumes an original goodness and 
liberty that makes such a choice evil. The problem of evil is 
actually an argument for Christianity. Evil as a choice that 
has real consequences cannot be accounted for without 
God. Many people wrongly assume that if God is good there 
should no be evil in the world. And yet, this assumes that as 
finite creatures we could know God’s purposes. If such a 
God exists, there are likely reasons he allows evil that we 
cannot fully comprehend. 

7. Christianity is irrational and unreasonable. 
Faith is often wrongly perceived as a leap in the dark, irra-
tional, and imaginary. Yet, historically, Christianity has seen 
three aspects of faith: knowledge, assent, and trust. Faith is 
based upon actual historical events that are rational explana-
tions of reality. Faith assents to the reliability of the speaking 
God. These explanations may not be seen by the naked eye, 
but that does not mean they are irrational. Rather, the revela-
tion of Scripture reveals a rational, and more importantly, a 
good God who is saving sinners. 

8. There is no evidence for the resurrection. 
Many people wrongly assume there is no real evidence for 
the resurrection of Jesus. Yet, this is incorrect. The women 
who found an empty tomb attested to the resurrection of 
Christ. Hundreds of witnesses around Jerusalem saw the res-
urrected Lord and could be questioned. Hostile authorities 
among the Jews and Romans attested to his empty tomb and 
miracles. According to many scholars, the Gospel accounts 
remain the best explanation of the empty tomb, the transfor-
mation of the apostles, and the existence of the early church.
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Our Mission Works Outside of  
Josephine County, Oregon

April Activities 
The 30th: Elders Forum 
The 30th: Potluck 

May Activities 
The 6th: Family Fellowship 
Evening 6:00 pm 
The 14th: Mothers Day 
The 21st: Deacons Meeting 

The 28th: Potluck 
The 31st: Singing 

August Activities 
The 14th-18th: Vacation Bible 
School 

I want to begin this New Year by expressing our
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for all of the generous
donors who saw an opportunity to give and took action.
Your wonderful giving hearts gave abundantly and we
were able to finish 2016 strong. We are looking forward
to the growth and changes that await us in 2017.

The construction of Cottage 5 was completed at the end of 2016. We are
now placing girls in this beautiful home to give care and help them overcome
some difficult times in their young lives. We are so thankful for the large
donations towards Cottage 5 from Rocky Mountain Christian Church, Sun
Construction and the many volunteers who helped us build our new home for
children.

As part of our future growth we will be starting construction of Cottage 6
this spring or early summer. Home Aid, a nonprofit of the Home Builders
Association, has committed to build Cottage 6 through volunteer contractors,
sub-contractors, and suppliers. These suppliers and contractors are willing to volunteer, or offer at a reduced rate,
their time and efforts to the construction of this cottage. Patrick Fisher from Gallery Homes has graciously
volunteered to be the general contractor to oversee the construction.

God continues to provide the opportunities for us to help more children. We are excited about our growth and
the lives being changed, but we know that our growth requires us to expand our support base. We hope that you
will continue to be part of this growth and remember these efforts in your prayers and through your financial
support. Our children depend on it.
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In His Service,

A child should
never hurt. When
a child hurts, we
all hurt. When a
child hurts, a child
reaches out. We
as a society must
extend our hand to

these suffering children, reach out
to them and provide comfort in their
time of need.

What can we do to solve these
problems that no child should ever
have to endure? How do we
recognize these children?

MSCH has been blessed with the
awesome responsibility to answer
these children when they cry out for
help. Because of you, we have been
successful at reaching out and
solving their problems for over 55
years! My goal is to help make it

From the Executive Director...

Randy Schow
Executive Director

easy for you to discover fun and
effective ways to reach out and help
a child in our care.

This year we will be providing
new ways to reach out and touch
the hand of a child that is crying out.

One plan includes a redefined
“phone campaign” that will not
involve calling people. Most people
do not like to be called for money.
This year, we hope that our “Bare
Necessities” letter will provide a
nicer way to obtain the critical funds
we need to maintain our operation
throughout the year. Watch your
mailboxes!

There will also be a sporting clay
shooting tournament this year on
July 15 where teams of four
compete in a clay shoot tournament
in Brighton, Colorado. Please check
our website for ways to be involved.

When a child cries out, these are
ways you can answer. Thank you
for your continued efforts.

Please contact our office to
schedule a presentation to your
church, school or business. We
must continue to share our work
with our local communities and
reach those children who are crying
out for help.

Nightime at Cottage 5

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 

Longmont, Colorado



The Quran vs. the Bible
                              Quran

                                  Surah 23:91— 

“No son did Allah beget,  
nor is there any god along with Him.”

Bible
Matthew 17:5—“This is  

My beloved Son, in whom 

I am well pleased. Hear Him!”

 

Quran
   Surah 18:4-5— 

“[T]hose who say, ‘Allah hath begotten a son’…

speak nothing but falsehood.”

Bible
1 John 2:22-23—“Who is a liar but he who  

denies that Jesus is the Christ? ... Whoever 
denies  the Son does not have the  
Father either.”

Quran
   Surah 4:157—“But they killed him not,  

nor crucified him.”

Bible
Mark 15:25—“Now it was the  

third hour, and they crucified Him.”

Quran
   Surah 2:194— 

“And one who attacketh you, attack him in like 

manner as he attacked you.”

Bible
Romans 12:17,19—“Repay no one evil for evil….

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it 

to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance 

is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’”

Quran
   Surah 2:191—“[I]f they fight you,  

slay them.”

Bible
Matthew 5:39—“But if anyone slaps you on the 

right cheek, turn to him the other also.”

Quran
   Surah 2:217— 

“[P]ersecution is worse  

than killing.”

Bible
Matthew 5:44—“Love your enemies and pray  

for those who persecute you.”

Romans 12:14—“Bless those who persecute  

you; bless and do not curse them.”

Quran
   Surah 4:34—“As to those women on whose 

part ye fear disloyalty and ill-conduct, admonish 

them (first), (Next), refuse to share their beds, 
(And last) beat them (lightly).”

Bible
Ephesians 5:25—“Husbands, love your  

wives, just as Christ also loved the church  

and gave Himself for her.”

Quran
   Surah 4:34—“As to those women on  

whose part ye fear disloyalty and ill-conduct,  

admonish them (first), (Next), refuse  
to share their beds….”

Bible
1 Corinthians 7:5—“Do not deprive one another 

except with consent for a time, that you may 

give yourselves to fasting and prayer.”

NOTE: All translations of the Quran passages are from the celebrated translations by Abdullah Yusuf Ali (The Meaning of the Holy 
Quran) and Mohammed Pickthall (The Meaning of the Glorious Quran).



FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

2 Peter 3:3-4



2017 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

April Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,064 ..................

Last Week April 23 4,428 ..............

Total After 17 Weeks 52,094.........

April 30: 
Kerri Ruhl 

May 7:  
Wayne & Gloriann

No Volunteers
Dominic Meyer 

Jacob Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

Jeanese Poole is going in for a second opinion. 
There is no immediate surgery. 

Pray for Karen; she is experiencing some bad side 
effects from the 28 days of radiation. Her ear canals 
are swollen and plugged. Pray for them to recede. 
(Renee Jones' Daughter) 

Update: Elzie Parker is still at the Highland House. 
He is working hard in therapy and seems to be do-
ing good. 

Pray for The Mountain States Children's Home and 
their financial needs might be met.  

Philippians 4.6-7 For peace that surpasses all un-
derstanding, present your requests to God and do 
not be anxious about anything, knowing that He 
has heard your prayer. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Potluck Today 

Elders Forum  
April 30 

Family Fellowship Night 
The next Family Fellowship Night will be this Fri-
day, May 5th, 6:00 pm. (Notice that this is on a 
Friday night instead of our usual Saturday!) Come 
to the church building and weather permitting, 

we’ll have an outside BBQ, enjoy playground 
time, a devo, and...FUN GAMES & RELAYS! We 
could use the following items: hot dog buns, 
hamburger buns, sliced tomatoes, chopped 
onions, pickles, lettuce, bags of chips, potato sal-
ad, and desserts. Please see Andrea Crisp to sign 
up to bring an item. If it rains? We’ll still have 
dinner and a devo and we’ll...IMPROVISE! 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Thank someone who works 
hard to make your day possible 
or easier.  

Control Your Tongue When if 
you would regret your words 
later:  
“All the words of my mouth are 
with righteousness; nothing 
crooked or perverse is in them” 
(Proverbs 8.8).  

Church History 
1950: Mitsuo Fuchida, who 
had radioed “Tora, Tora, Tora” 
from Pearl Harbor, becomes a 
believer in Christ.  

297: The seven martyrs of 
Samos are incarcerated for re-
fusing to offer pagan sacrifices 
and will remain imprisoned 
until late in June when they 
will be brought before the Em-

peror Maximian, reduced to 
little more than skeletons. Fi-
nally they will be crucified.  

Doing Your Best  
“The best preparation for to-
morrow is doing your best to-
day.” –H. Jackson Brown, Jr.  

“Do you know that doing your 
best is not good enough? You 
have to know what to do. Then 
do your best.” –W. Edwards 
Deming  

“We have to do the best we are 
capable of. This is our sacred 
human responsibility.” –Albert 
Einstein  

“Strive to be the greatest Man 
in your Country, and you may 
be disappointed; strive to be 
the best, and you may 
succeed.” –Benjamin Franklin  

“I do the very best I know how
—the very best I can; and I 
mean to keep doing so until 
the end.” –Abraham Lincoln  

“You have to accept whatever 
comes and the only important 
thing is that you meet it with 

courage and with the best that 
you have to give.” –Eleanor 
Roosevelt  

“The answer to the big ques-
tions in running is the same as 
the answer to the big questions 
in life. Do the best with what 
you’ve got.” –George Sheehan  

“He who has done his best for 
his own time has lived for all 
times.” –Johann Friedrich von 
Schiller  

“Whatever your hand finds to 
do, do it with your might; for 
there is no work or device or 
knowledge or wisdom in the 
grave where you are 
going” (Ecclesiastes 9.10).  

“And whatever you do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord and not 
to men, knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the re-
ward of the inheritance; for 
you serve the Lord 
Christ” (Colossians 3.23–24). 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........

RUHL’S RULES


