
10 Ways Hostility to Religious Freedom 
Has Hurt These Americans 
Anyone who doesn’t think hostility toward religion 
in America is a problem should read this list now. 
From being fired to financially ruined, here are 10 
ways hostility to religious freedom has affected 
First Liberty clients—everyday Americans like you. 

It’s easy to think about battles for religious 
freedom as strictly courtroom affairs. 

But when religious freedom is 
attacked, it has painfully real 
consequences in the lives of 
everyday Americans—
honest, hardworking 
folks just like you. And 
those consequences take 
their toll long before 
courtroom arguments be-
gin. 

Supreme Court Justice Samuel 
Alito acknowledged this when 
he gave a rare, public speech last 
month. As Justice Alito named numer-
ous consequences everyday Americans have 
faced for following their conscience, he could 
have been speaking about First Liberty clients. 

Here are 10 ways hostility to religious freedom has 
affected First Liberty clients—everyday Americans 
like you. 

1. Fired 

First Liberty represents several employees of large 
corporations or government agencies unlawfully 
fired for their faith. One of the most recent exam-
ples is Dr. Eric Walsh…fired from his government 
health job over his weekend sermons. First Liberty 
achieved a favorable settlement for Walsh this 
year. In fact, we’ve either won or obtained a favor-

able settlement in every other case like his. 
But the attacks will intensify. 

Another is Alexia Palma, a health-
care instructor fired from her 
job at a health clinic in 
Houston. Though only an 
extremely small part of Pal-

ma’s job, Palma’s em-
ployer ordered her to 
teach classes on con-
traception, which vio-
lates one of the central 

tenets of her Roman Catholic 
faith. In the past, previous man-

agers gave Palma a routine exemp-
tion without any issues. But a new 

manager insisted she teach the classes, and 
gave Palma an ultimatum: her job or her faith. 
Federal law prohibits this kind of religious discrim-
ination, but she was nonetheless fired. 

[Continued on next page]

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960

May 14, 2017  

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

10:30 Service  

The Attraction of Naomi 
What did Ruth see in her mother-in-law 

that she followed her to Israel?  

The Book of Ruth 

6:00 service  

Life in the Church 
Acts 20 



May Activities 
The 14th: Mothers Day 
The 21st: Deacons Meeting 
The 28th: Potluck 
The 31st: Singing 

June Activities 
The 3rd: Youth Service Day 
Family Fellowship  
The 18th: Deacons Meeting 
The 25th: Potluck 

The 28th: Singing 
August Activities 
The 14th-18th: Vacation Bible 
School 

2. Financially Ruined 
First Liberty represents clients like Aaron and Melissa 
Klein. Their family bakery business was destroyed by 
unlawful discrimination against their faith when they 
declined to create a custom wedding cake celebrating 
a same-sex wedding. A state agency even penalized 
the Kleins $135,000 and issued a gag order against 
them. Other clients have been similarly devastated. 
3. Chased From City to City 
Dr. Walsh, mentioned above, was literally pursued 
across the continent by activists intent on wrecking 
his career as a health official because of sermons he 
preached…. Other clients, like the churches of Hous-
ton’s  Fifth Ward,  the Plano, TX Vietnamese 
Baptist  Church,  and Opulent Life Church in Holly 
Springs, Mississippi, have been denied their places of 
worship, either threatened with eviction or prevented 
from occupying their own building. Others have been 
told they cannot exist within city limits and must go 
elsewhere. Fortunately First Liberty won for the reli-
gious congregations in Texas and Mississippi, but 
more houses of worship are coming under attack. 
4. Penalized 
The Kleins, mentioned above, were penalized the ex-
treme sum of $135,000 by a state agency for staying 
true to their convictions. Others have suffered various 
kinds of harsh disciplinary action by authorities 
(which First Liberty has often been successful in re-
versing). 
5. Sued 
Many First Liberty clients have been sued or other-
wise legally attacked for simply exercising their right 
to free expression of their religious beliefs. For in-
stance, California synagogue Chabad of Irvine was 
sued last year for engaging in an historic Yom Kippur 
ritual called a kaporos ceremony. A church was re-
cently targeted in a lawsuit when public officials vol-
untarily attended a ceremony commemorating the 
building of a cross on the church’s property. 
6. Picketed and Besieged With Death Threats 
One First Liberty client, a government official, en-
dured a rally against her after she stood up for her be-
liefs at work. A client’s  business was picketed by pro-
testors lining the streets. Often, standing up for reli-
gious tolerance means that our clients become targets 
of intolerance, but the price of liberty has never been 
cheap in the history of America. 

7. Threatened With Jail 
First Liberty client Angela Hildenbrand, a high school 
senior, was threatened with incarceration by a federal 
judge if she dared to pray during her graduation 
speech. Leaders of Isaiah 61 Ministries were threat-
ened with arrest for serving the homeless on public 
property. 
8. Shamed 
Too many First Liberty clients to name have been sub-
ject to shaming personnel reports, scolding by gov-
ernment officials, and even public criticism by the 
mainstream media for simply attempting to exercise 
their faith. Again, courage is a prerequisite for taking a 
stand for religious freedom—and is a quality First Lib-
erty clients have. 
9. Vandalized 
Multiple First Liberty clients have encountered van-
dalism. A Jewish rabbi found a swastika on his car. A 
veterans’ memorial  in the shape of a cross was cut 
down with a saw. A client’s commercial vehicle was 
vandalized. Other shocking instances of vandalism 
against our clients cannot be mentioned due to secu-
rity concerns and confidentiality agreements. 
10. Relieved of Duty 
First Liberty client and U.S. Air Force Senior Master 
Sergeant Phillip Monk, a brave combat veteran, was 
relieved of duty when his commander unlawfully 
tried to make him deny his faith regarding the defini-
tion of marriage. Other military clients have been 
court-martialed or threatened with discharge over 
their beliefs. First Liberty has won for all but one—a 
case now on appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which may yet win a landmark victory. 
The Battle is Real 
The freedom to live in accordance with one’s con-
science is a privilege that too many Americans take 
for granted. And the consequences of losing that reli-
gious freedom are real and painful—evidenced by the 
victims of religious discrimination in this small list 
alone. But standing up for religious freedom is worth 
the cost, and we are proud to stand behind such 
brave Americans. 

https://firstliberty.org/newsroom/10-ways-hostility-to-
religious-freedom-has-hurt-these-americans/
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Volunteer Today 

We are in need of volunteers to fill up our 

board in the hall way way next to the teachers 

supply room. We have lots of bulletin boards 

that are always in need of a new face. You 

could host a potluck with a fun theme or pre-

pare the communion. We are also in need of 

people to monthly greeters. These are some 

important ways to serve at the Church building. 

Please sign up and fill in those positions.

Thank you, Vikki, for 
organizing the 

teaching material in 
the supply room. 

Everything is so nice 
and neat! Thank you 

so much for your 
loving work!

Tips for Staying Focused
Monitor Your Priorities 

Collossians 3:1-2 

 Since, then, you have been raised with 

Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set 

your minds on things above, not on earthly 

things.  

Galatians 1:10 

Am I now trying to win the approval of hu-

man beings, or of God? Or am I trying to 

please people? If I were still trying to please 

people, I would not be a servant of Christ.

We are in need of teachers for the summer 
teaching quarter. The teacher sign up sheet is 

in the supply room. Sign up today! 



2017 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

May Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,073 ..................

Last Week May 7 3,480 ................

Total After 19 Weeks 58,398.........

May 14: 
Wayne & Gloriann 

May 21:  
Wayne & Gloriann 

No Volunteers
Micheal Estes 

Nash Crisp

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

Pray for Robert Davis. He is going to need another 
surgery, this time on his ACL. (Desiree Davis’s hus-
band) 

Pray for Dustin Parker. He was in a motorcycle ac-
cident and broke his arm. 

Pray for Paula Rhodes and her children. Her hus-
band Stewart Rhodes passed away Friday the 5th. 
Please keep the Henshall family in your prayers as 
they all travel home from the Idaho this weekend. 

Pray for Adam Wagman; who has been deathly sick 
with Pancreatitis. (Kerri Ruhl works with him) 

Pray for Betty Lowe who has been sick with bron-
chitis.  

Pray for Ruby Bacon; she has lung cancer and is on 
hospice. 

Pray for Elzie and Jean Parker. 
He moved back home this last 
Thursday.   

Pray for Don’s finger to heal 
well. (See his update on the 
back page.)

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Mountain States Childrens Home 
We will be helping with the Mountain States Chil-
dren’s Home and their Change-A-Life Change Can 
campaign through August 13, 2017. They care for 25-
30 children each year who come from abuse, neglect 
and troubled family situations. Funds raised will help 
purchase clothing, school needs and perishable food 
items, which normally cost about $62,000 a year. This 
is a great way to help children in need. 

Attention Young Members 

Youth ages 5-18! Please mark your calendars for Sat-
urday, June 3rd for approx 4 hours of service to our 
Senior Saints! Details to come!  

Official date for VBS   
August 7th thru 11th 
VBS sign ups are in the back please take a look and 
see how you can help out. 
See Carl or Traci if you have any questions. 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  

This week, at a fast food restau-
rant or coffee shop drive-thru, pay 
for the car behind you.  

Control Your Tongue When the 
issue is none of your business:  

“The heart knows its own bitter-
ness, and a stranger does not 
share its joy” (Proverbs 14.10).  

First Timothy 4.1–4 in Action  

Pray that this nation’s leaders will 
listen to these words: “Without 
morals a republic cannot subsist 
any length of time; they therefore 
who are decrying the Christian 
religion…are undermining the 
solid foundation of morals, the 
best security for the duration of 
free governments.” (From a letter 
by Declaration signer Charles 
Carroll, sent to us by a sister in 
Klamath Falls.)  

Update on My Finger  

On April 29th, I cut on my finger 
while cleaning underneath my 
lawnmower. I cut it on a broken 
part of the blade. Forgetting that I 
take immunosuppressants, I did 
not clean out the wound very 
good and I waited a long time 
before I did. Five days later, May 
4th, I noticed that it was not heal-
ing right, and it started hurting. 
The next day I saw a doctor, and 
she cleaned it out, give me an-
tibiotics, and some other things. 
I saw her again on May 8th, 
and she immediately sent me to 
the Emergency Room. A huge 
hematoma (blood clotting at the 
wound), had formed. The Emer-
gency Room doctor told me to 
see an orthopedist. On May 
10th, he pulled the hematoma 
out and told me what to do to 
care for it. I see him again on 
May 24th. Most of the time, I 
have not had pain. It is uncom-
fortable, but not debilitating. 
The main problem had been 
that I am immunosuppressed, 
and that I am on blood thin-
ners. It looked very gory for a 

while. Thank you everyone for 
your concern and prayers. What 
do people do who do not have 
the church in their lives?  

New Adult Classes  

After I finish the Books of the 
Kings, which should be today, we 
shall look at, “The Pleasures of 
Meditation,” on Sunday morning, 
and Wednesday evening the class 
shall learn how to overcome sin, 
“Help! I Can’t Stop Sinning.” 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........

RUHL’S RULES


