
National Motto “In God We Trust” Can Stay on U.S. 
Currency 

First Liberty represented The American Legion as a friend-of-
the-court in victory for National Motto 

Our National Motto, “In God We Trust,” survived another 
attempt to ban it from its traditional use by the government. 

On Wednesday, November 30, 2016, the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of Ohio dismissed a 
lawsuit against the federal 
government demanding 
the removal of the National 
Motto, “In God We Trust,” 
from U.S. currency. First 
Liberty filed a friend-of-
the-court brief on behalf of 
The American Legion de-
fending the National Motto 
and supporting the federal 
government’s motion to 
dismiss. 

In the opinion, the court 
dismissed the Plaintiffs’ 
claims that the use of the 
National Motto on currency violates their rights to free 
exercise, free speech, and equal protection. 

FIRST LIBERTY CITES MOTTO’S DEEP AMERICAN 
HERITAGE 

After a group of atheists, humanists and others filed a 
lawsuit against the federal government demanding the 
removal of the phrase “In God We Trust” from U.S. cur-
rency, First Liberty Institute filed a friend-of-the-court 
brief on behalf of The American Legion, the largest vet-

erans service organization in America with over 2 mil-
lion members. 

In the brief, First Liberty attorneys stated: 

“The American Legion believes that our National Mot-
to, ‘In God We Trust,’ itself originating in Francis Scott 
Key’s poem that would become ‘The Star-Spangled 
Banner’ and honoring the courage and valor of our ser-
vice members who defended Fort McHenry during the 

War of 1812, is a fitting 
and solemnizing motto for 
this nation. 

The American Legion has, 
therefore…regularly advo-
cated for the recognition 
and honor of our National 
Motto as well as its history 
and heritage.” 

Justin Butterfield, Senior 
Counsel for First Liberty, 
says, “The National Motto, 
‘In God We Trust,’ appears 
on government buildings 
across the country, includ-

ing the House and Senate Chambers. Banning the Na-
tional Motto from our currency would have been egre-
gious, and the court ruled correctly in dismissing the 
lawsuit.” 

Kelly Shackelford, President and CEO of First Liberty 
stated, “We’re grateful that the court upheld the federal 
government’s ability to display our National Motto on 
our currency.  

[Continued on next page]

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960

May 21, 2017  

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

10:30 Service  

Reconciliation  
Would you like to be friends 

with God again?  

Second Corinthians 5.18–20 

6:00 service  

The Law Is Not 
Our Enemy 

Acts 21 



May Activities 
The 21st: Deacons Meeting 
The 28th: Potluck 
The 31st: Singing 

June Activities 
The 3rd: Youth Service Day 
Family Fellowship  
The 18th: Deacons Meeting 
The 25th: Potluck 
The 28th: Singing 

August Activities 
The 7th-11th: Vacation Bible 
School 

Federal courts have repeatedly upheld the National 
Motto as constitutional. ‘In God We Trust’ is deeply 
embedded in our nation’s history.” 
PART OF WIDER ATTACK 
This attempt to remove “In God We Trust” from U.S. 
currency fits a widening pattern of attack on the na-
tion’s religious heritage. 
Last year, the Wisconsin-based Freedom From Reli-
gion Foundation (FFRF) sent letters to police and sher-
iffs departments across the country attacking the dis-
play of the National Motto on official vehicles. 
One was Police Chief Adrian Garcia of Childress, 
Texas, who received a letter from FFRF in September 
2015 demanding that he remove the “In God We 
Trust” decals from his department’s vehicles. First Lib-
erty stepped in to defend Chief Garcia and his de-
partment’s right to display the National Motto. Many 
other law enforcement offices around the country re-
tained First Liberty to defend them against similar at-
tacks. 
At that time, Kelly Shackelford stated: 
“The America the complainers are attempting to cre-
ate would be a nation hostile to religion and its reli-
gious heritage. It would be a nation that strips any 
mention of God from public places or property. That 
might have worked in an atheist nation like the USSR, 
but it does not work in the United States of America.” 
First Liberty has offered to represent any police or 
sheriff department that receives a similar harassing 
letter from the FFRF. 

The effort to erase “In God We Trust” from govern-
ment-owned locations and property is part of an on-
going struggle between two visions of America’s fu-
ture: an America that acknowledges its religious her-
itage and free religious exercise for all Americans vs. 
an America where this acknowledgment is publicly 
erased. 
FIRST LIBERTY AND THE AMERICAN LEGION 
STAND TOGETHER 
The American Legion and First Liberty Institute have 
collaborated many times to protect religious liberty 
and America’s religious heritage. 
On December 7, 2016, one of First Liberty’s top vol-
unteer attorneys will represent The American Legion 
at oral arguments before the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit in our ongoing effort to prevent the 
removal or destruction of the Bladensburg, Maryland 
World War I Veterans Memorial. The American Hu-
manist Association filed suit to remove the Memorial 
because it is in the shape of a cross. 
In 1925, a local post of The American Legion erected 
the Memorial to honor the selfless sacrifice of 49 men 
from Prince George’s County, Maryland who gave 
their lives serving in the U.S. Armed Forces during 
World War I. 
Attacks on the National Motto, veterans memorials 
with a cross, and other examples of our country’s her-
itage are a reminder that vigilant legal action is a nec-
essary and worthy price to keep these essential virtues 
of American life. 

https://firstliberty.org/newsroom/national-motto-in-god-we-trust-can-stay-on-u-s-currency/
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Teachers Needed 
We are in need of 
teachers for the 

summer teaching 
quarter. The teacher 

sign up sheet is in the 
supply room and the 

teaching curriculum is 
in the secretary office.

Volunteers Needed
We are in need of people to sign up 
for the following items for the 
month of June.
-Greeters
-Potluck Host
-Communion Prep

Help Needed Today 

The carpet installers are going to be 

here on Monday to install new carpet 
in the secretaries office. The furniture 
needs to be moved out today. Can any-

one help with this task? Thank You!!!

Verses about serving and volunteering 

1. “God is not unjust; he will not forget your 
work and the love you have shown him as you 
have helped his people and continue to help 
them.”   Hebrews 6:10 

2. “Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, 
and one who waters will himself be watered.” 
Proverbs 11:25 

3. “The greatest among you will be your 
servant.”   Matthew 23:11 

4. “Give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you use, it will be measured 
to you.”  Luke 6:38 

5. “For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ran-
som for many.”  Mark 10:45 

6. “Each one should use whatever gift he has 
received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 

7. “Work willingly at whatever you do, as 
though you were working for the Lord rather 
than for people. Remember that the Lord will 
give you an inheritance as your reward, and that 
the Master you are serving is Christ.”   Colos-
sians 3:23-24 

8. “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to those who 
are of the household of faith.”  Galatians 6:10



2017 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

May Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,030 ..................

Last Week May 14 2,212 ..............

Total After 20 Weeks 60,610.........

May 21: 
Larry & Diane 

May 28:  
Gene Tomlinson 

No Volunteers
Dominic Meyer 

Jacob Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

Pray for Anne Peugh; she broke her arm last week 
while on vacation. Surgery is going to be needed. 

Thank you for the thoughts and prayers for our fam-
ily and Paula’s family (Henshall Family) 

Pray for the Bacon family. Ruby Bacon passed away 
on Monday. 

Deuteronomy 26.5-10 During the collection in the 
worship assemble, in your own private prayer, re-
member what you used to be, and how God has 

answered your past prayers. Then express to Him 
that you are offering to Him the first fruits of what 
He has given to you. 

Continue to pray for those who are shut-ins and 
those who are ill. 

Pray for our children here at the Church and their 
growth in their Christian walk. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Mountain States Children’s Home 
Make sure that you pickup your change can for the 
Change Can Campaign for Mountain States Home. We 
will have them in the lobby so that you can pick yours  
up on the way out. Your change adds up, every little 
bit helps. The Change Can Campaign will end August 
13, 2017. 

Attention Young Members 
Youth ages 5–18! Please mark your calendars for Sat-
urday, June 3rd for approx 4 hours of service to our 
Senior Saints! Details to come!  

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Express appreciation this week to 
someone that you might normally 
overlook or take for granted.  

Control Your Tongue When you 
are tempted to tell a lie:  
“Put away from you a deceitful 
mouth, and put perverse lips far 
from you” (Proverbs 4.24).  

New Adult Classes  
After I finish the Books of the 
Kings, which should be today, we 
shall look at, “The Pleasures of 
Meditation,” on Sunday morning, 
and Wednesday evening the class 
shall learn how to overcome sin, 
“Help! I Can’t Stop Sinning.”  

Church History  
1986: Christians of the Nazarene 
Church of Maputo, Mozambique 
pray Second Chronicles 6.28–30 
for their nation, plagued by war 
and famine. Led by Salomão Ma-
cie, they will continue their inter-

cession each evening through the 
18th. The civil war will continue 
six more years. However the 
church will experience a large 
increase in members. Perhaps we 
should utter a similar prayer, look-
ing to the temple in heaven or 
rather the One who inhabits the 
temple there. The passage says, 
“When there is famine in the 
land, pestilence or blight or 
mildew, locusts or grasshoppers; 
when their enemies besiege them 
in the land of their cities; whatev-
er plague or whatever sickness 
there is; whatever prayer, whatev-
er supplication is made by 
anyone, or by all Your people 
Israel, when each one knows 
his own burden and his own 
grief, and spreads out his 
hands to this temple: then hear 
from heaven Your dwelling 
place, and forgive, and give to 
everyone according to all his 
ways, whose heart You know 
(for You alone know the hearts 
of the sons of men)…”  
1962: Death of Daniel Lot, a 
zealous evangelist and prayer 
warrior of the Church of Christ 
in Nigeria. At his burial, 

women will defy tribal tradition 
and come to the grave site.  
1910: Death of Alexander 
McLaren, a non-conformist 
preacher who had preached from 
the original languages of the Bible 
and witnessed deep transforma-
tions in his congregations. He had 
thought his sermons fell short, but 
posterity will regard them as 
among the clearest ever pub-
lished.  
1536: King Henry VIII of England 
orders that an English-language 
Bible be placed in every church 
in the nation. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........

RUHL’S RULES


