
Purity has to be maintained regardless of the 
small numbers  

The numbers of the Jews who returned to the Land of Canaan 
was much smaller than the numbers who entered the Land of 
Canaan the first time under Joshua’s leadership. Although 
their numbers had shrunk considerably, Ezra and the leaders 
with him still sought to keep the priesthood pure, as he 
reported in the following,  

“And these were the ones who came up from Tel Melah, Tel 
Harsha, Cherub, Addan, and Immer; but they could not 
identify their father’s house or their genealogy, whether they 
were of Israel: the sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, and 
the sons of Nekoda, six hundred and fifty-two; and of the 
sons of the priests: the sons of Habaiah, the sons of Koz, and 
the sons of Barzillai, who took a wife of the daughters of 
Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called by their name. These 
sought their listing among those who were registered by 
genealogy, but they were not found; therefore they were 
excluded from the priesthood as defiled” (Ezra 2.59–62).  

The Jews could have thought that they needed a serious 
boost to their numbers, but then they would not have been 
seeking the Lord according to His guidelines. Therefore, 
certain people who came with the Jews from Babylon, could 
not demonstrate that they were of Israel, which was not so 
much a problem, but they had to be excluded from the 
priesthood, because the Lord had only authorized priests 
from the tribe of Levi. If then, these men had sought service 
as priests when they had not proven their qualification, they 
would have defiled the priesthood and that would have been 
a serious problem.  

Therefore, if the church shrinks, we cannot compromise on 

the Lord’s word just to boost our numbers, but we have to 
seek Him as He desires to be sought. DR  

They just stared at the crucified Jesus  

What did the people do for the six hours that Jesus hung on 
the cross? We know a few things that transpired, but for the 
most part we do not have a record of what people did, 
except for this,  

“And again another Scripture says, ‘They shall look on Him 
whom they pierced’” (John 19.37).  

Like people sitting down to stare at the gory images of an 
Internet video, so the people sat down to watch the 
horrifying death of the man they believed posed as a fraud.  

What would you have done that day? DR 
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Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960



June Activities 
Worship Services:  
 10.30 AM 
 6.00 PM 
Classes:  
 Sunday: 9.30 AM 
 Wed: 7.00 PM 
Mondays, 8.00 AM 

Men’s breakfast at 
the Black Forest 
Restaurant 

Mondays, 1.30 PM:  
 Elders/Preacher 

Meetings  

The 19th: Father’s Day  

The 26th: Potluck  

The 29th: Singing  

July Activities 
Worship Services:  
 10.30 AM 
 6.00 PM 
Classes:  
 Sunday: 9.30 AM 
 Wed: 7.00 PM 
Mondays, 8.00 AM 

Men’s breakfast at 
the Black Forest 
Restaurant 

Mondays, 1.30 PM:  
 Elders/Preacher 

Meetings  

The 17th: Deacons 
Meeting  

The 27th: Singing  

The 31st: Potluck 

Have you become acquainted with Diane Garcia? She moved here from 
California and now lives at 832 D Street #6 in Grants Pass. (541) 295-8498 She 
is the daughter of Jim and Pat Stockdale. 

Bailey Peugh graduated from Phoenix High School and will attend Oklahoma 
Christian University this fall. We have enjoyed knowing Bailey over the years 
and appreciate her willingness to help in many ways. 

Paintball on the 18th. See "Mikey" for details. He needs a 
head count if you can go. 

We are still in need of teachers on Wednesday evenings for 
the following classes: 
  
3rd-5th grade  
Jr. High/High School 

There is a Thank you note from Renee Jones on the foyer bulletin board. 

Happy Birthday to Nick Noveske! He turns 8 years old today.



OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your 
announcement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to 
Rebekah Noveske:  Novesker@gmail.com 

2016 Contribution
Open & Close 
Building May Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,343 ..............

Last Week June, 5) 3,543 ...........

Total After 23 Weeks 76,898.....

June 12:  
Rick Calvert 

June 19:  
Kerri Ruhl

Lynn Buell
Jacob Noveske 

Billy Henshall

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 
You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


R U H L ’ S 
RULES 
Praying According to the Bible  
Psalm 137 – Pray that you will always 
remember the New Jerusalem, the 
church.  

Suggested Good Work  
Give a Bible to someone who does 
not have one.  

My Sermons on Revelation  
As you know I have begun a series of 
sermons on the Book of Revelation, 
but I am not covering it the way I 

have in the past. Rather I am looking 
at it topically. What prompted me to 
do this series in this manner was 
Eugene Peterson’s book, Reversed 
Thunder. Also, I had been giving the 
titles, “God’s Final Say on…” but I 
have changed it to, “God’s Final 
Declaration on…” because I think 
the wording makes it stronger.  

New Wednesday Class Subject  
This Wednesday we shall start 
thinking on the Books of First and 
Second Kings, and when I complete 
the current subject on Sunday 
mornings (Searching for Truth), we 
will also use that time to cover First 
and Second Kings.  

Next Lord’s Day Evening: 
Questions and Answers  
One of the children’s classes from 
Wednesday has submitted questions 
for me to answer in a sermon, which 
I will do next Lord’s Day evening, 
Lord willing.  

The Wi sdom o f George 
Washington: On Dying  
“It is well, I die hard, but I am not 
afraid to go.”  

“For I am already being poured out as 
a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure is at hand” (2 Timothy 4.6).  

Church History  
1985: The Supreme Court of the 
United States rules against an 
Alabama law requiring a moment of 
silence (prayer) in public schools.  
1918: The Soviets, attempting to 
placate the anger of the Perm 
populace following the execution of 
Archbishop Andronicus, summon the 
Orthodox priest Vladyka Theophanes 
to Perm to take his place. This will 
cost Theophanes his life. He will be 
arrested in October and murdered on 
Christmas Eve by having his nude 
body repeatedly lowered by the hair 
through a hole chopped in a frozen 
river. [While I know that this man 
was not a member of the church, we 
need to ask ourselves would we so 
serve Christ, if it meant suffering as 
this man did?]  
1865: Sabine Baring-Gould pens the 
hymn, “Onward Christian Soldiers,” 
as a marching song for some children 
he must keep together, as they walk 
between two villages.  
1801: A Turkish tribunal condemns 
Mark of Smyrna to die by the sword 
after torturing him. He had previously 
betrayed his Christian faith but, 
ashamed of his behavior, renounced 
Islam and testified to the gospel 
although it meant sure death. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & 
Focus Press, 

Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 
 Jerry Thomas 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com


