
The following article/letter I will use for my sermon 
this morning. DR  

  

A Legacy Worth Leaving  
By Ray Ortlund  

The following is a letter my dad wrote several years 
before his death, which he left in his desk, where he 
knew we would find it: 

Dear Family, 

“The time has come for my 
departure” (2 Timothy 4:6). 
 It’s strange to write this 
when I’m feeling well and 
vigorous, but unless Christ 
returns first that departure 
time will come.  When you 
read this, it will have 
happened. 

I have had a great journey 
with Jesus Christ.  From 
childhood I have known 
about God and revered Him.  The name of Jesus has 
always been precious to me.  I thank my dear parents 
for this heritage.  Now, life on earth is over, and I go to 
meet the Lord face to face.  I trust in Him as my sure 
Savior and rest in His grace at this momentous time of 
my death.  I do not fear death.  (I don’t like the pain, 
blood, and guts of it all!)  Actually, I have been 
anticipating this new adventure and at the time you 
read this I will be with Christ in heaven.  So it’s 

happened, and I’m now in God’s presence, probably 
shocked at all I’m seeing for the first time. 

I am sorry for my sin and failures, which have been 
many, but I know Christ has forgiven them.  ”There is 
no condemnation to those who are in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 8:1).  Some of those sins have been 
against you, my dear family, and I am sorry.  You 
probably know my sins better than I.  Some you don’t 

know, I know all too well. 
 But “where sin abounds 
grace does much more 
abound” (Romans 5:20). 

My dear Anne has been my 
most treasured friend.  If 
she is still living as you read 
this, I know you will treat 
her well.  When she goes to 
heaven, God will give her 
blue ribbons and gold 
medals.  What a great 
woman and wife!  She has 
loved and stood loyally by 
me all our life together. 
 And our last years have 

been our best.  May God reward her for hard work, a 
forgiving spirit, relentless faith and enthusiastic 
acceptance of life as it came.  She is a woman of God. 
 We shall meet on the other side and sing a duet of 
praise to God.  As you know, Psalm 34:3 has been our 
verse.  We trust you’ve seen that we did magnify the 
Lord. 

Our History: 
The Savage Street Church of 

Christ began on March 4, 1923 
at 6th and H Streets. After 

sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 
on March 20, 1960. Join us in 
2023 when we celebrate our 

100th anniversary! 
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

10:30 Service  

The Legacy of a 
Father 

A father wrote to his family a 
letter that they would read 

after his death 

6:00 service  

When the World Is 
Against You”  

How should you be when 
the world is against you?  

Acts 24 

Continued on the next page



June Activities 
18th: Deacons 
Meeting 
25th: Potluck 
28th: Singing 

July Activities 
26th:Singing 
30th:Potluck 

August 
Activities 
7th-11th: 
Vacation Bible 
School 

COUNTDOWN 

50 days until VBS

Each of you children and spouses have been the joy 
of my life, as have been the grandchildren.  I include 
Melinda and John in this because they are family to 
us, too.  I have never doubted your love for me, and 
you have been too kind.  I will see you in heaven, and 
we’ll bless God together. 

I urge you to remain true to your Savior.  I have no 
doubt that you will.  Love each other deeply in your 
marriages.  Keep your family ties strong.  Lay up 
treasure in heaven, because the stuff of earth is empty. 
 Bank accounts, houses and furniture mean nothing to 
me now.  Actually they never did.  Beware of sin, and 
confess it as soon as you discover it in your life.  And 
let the Spirit’s gift of joy color all your life.  As you 
mature, remain a happy person in Christ.  Get even 
sweeter as you get older.  Sour old people are a pain. 

In my death, be sure God is glorified.  Jesus glorified 
the Father most in His death.  John 17:1-5 tells us He 
faced impending death with that prayer for the Father 

to be glorified.  So at my memorial service, glorify 
God.  Have a holy party.  I was saying to Anne 
recently that this world has become less attractive 
lately, and I feel a bit out of place.  So it’s good to go 
“home” now.  I’d like my burial made simple. 
 Cremation is fine with me.  Bury my remains in a 
simple container to wait for the resurrection of my 
new glorified body.  If cremation upsets you, then 
don’t do it, of course.  I want you to be comfortable 
with it all. 

Hebrews 13:20-21: “May the God of peace, who 
through the blood of the eternal covenant brought 
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything 
good for doing his will, and may he work in us what 
is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever.  Amen.” 

I love you all, and each one.  I’ll see you sooner than 
you think! 

Dad

Continued from previous page

Seminar 
It won't be long until our yearly seminar is 
just right around the corner. This year the 
theme is Archaeology and the Bible. The 

speaker will be Dale W. Manor, who is an 
Archaeologist. The seminar will be October 
13th-15th. Please mark these dates on your 
calendar. There are some fliers on the foyer 

bulletin table for you to take home.



 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

  During the last week of March and first week of April, 
there were 550 men who participated in the campaign and 
God gave a wonderful increase with 2028 souls being 
baptized. Each of the evangelists worked for one week and 
received approximately $5 per day to supplement their 
income and provide food. 
  Nine new congregations of the churches of Christ were 
established during this campaign. Congregations are only 
begun as a result of real church growth and reflect the 
sincerity of the soul-winners in building the Lord’s kingdom. 
Our objective is not simply to baptize individuals but to 
grow the Lord’s church. Constant follow-up will now 
continue as these new souls become more grounded 
through the Word. The retention rate, by the power of God, 
over the past four years, still remains above 90%. 
  The goal for 2017 regarding the number of souls to be 
baptized is 7,300. As of now, we are beyond 3,000. Please 
continue to pray.  
  Thank you! For all who have helped to train these men to 
be powerful evangelists, we are seeing the fruits from the 
investment of money and time. You have helped to put 
more boots-on-the-ground in the battle against idolatry and 
superstition. Having hundreds of self-supported 
evangelists in congregations that do not rely on foreign 
support helps to assure the longevity of the work you, 
along with our Indian brethren, continue to grow. God is 
great! 
NEW EVANGELISM SCHOOLS FOR JUNE 

 

 
THE PASSING OF CATHY’S MOTHER 

  Cathy is extremely thankful for all of the kindness and 
compassion shown to her by so many. The Lord’s church 
is great. 
  We were heavily involved in the Bible Camp competitions 
on the campus of Deva Anbu Illam on the morning of May 
3, when Cathy received a call from her sister at 2:30AM. 
Her mother’s condition had worsened and her health was 
deteriorating rapidly. Immediately, I contacted the airlines, 
as it is very difficult to book travel from India during the 
month of May.  
  We left India within 20 hours. Thankfully, Cathy was able 
to get to her mother’s side on Thursday afternoon. Her 
mother was a faithful sister in Christ and a supporter of the 
India work. Liz passed from this world at 4AM on Friday 
morning. Cathy and her sisters were by her side. I was 
able to speak for her funeral service on Sunday, May 7.  

       

    
BIBLE CAMP 2017 

  The third annual Bible competition camp is now finished. 
This week-long event is an opportunity for children from all 
three campuses to enjoy spiritual fellowship. This camp is 
highly anticipated by all, as friendships formed in past 
years are renewed. It is such great joy to see the smiling 
children as they run to embrace one another. 
 

 
 

                                         

PHOTO: Cathy and I 
were able to attend the 
graduations of the single 
boy’s and girl’s Bible 
schools. It was an 
exciting day, as we had a 
number of our children 
from the children’s 
homes, of whom we were 
very proud, to graduate. 
These kids are equipped 
to “go” with the gospel. 
The Bible schools are 
works started by brother 
Jim Waldron.     

PHOTO: It was 
great to be at the 
graduation with 
brother Jim 
Waldron. He 
brought me to India 
and I owe so much 
to him. Thank you 
brother!  

  For the first time, we created a 
category for winner’s-circle. This 
allows all previous first-place 
winners to compete against one 
another. Gowtham, pictured to the 
left, was our keynote speaker for 
the first night of camp, as he was 
the first-place holder in last year’s  
competition.This is the competition 
I enjoy the most, observing these 
young men, thinking about the 
powerful gospel preachers they 
are/will be. Through them, many 
will hear. The girls also compete in 
an all-female venue.   

Sports played a 
greater role this year, 
as footraces and other 
events were a form of 
entertainment. 
Runners (right) kick 
off their shoes and run 
in cumbersome 
clothing.   

June is exciting, as 
new schools are 
begun. These men 
(left) are preparing to 
enter a new school on 
the coast. Other new 
schools will begin 
near Guntur and 
Coimbatore.   

 
                               
 

                                 
 
  The girls (below) wanted Cathy and I to see some of the 
yield from their crop of ladies fingers (Okra to Americans). 
The girls were also very anxious to show us the new flower 
garden they had planted inside their campus.   

 
 

                                                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 

      NEWSLETTER FOR 
       DON AND CATHY IVERSON 

 

             

  The boys of DNI 
proudly display 
radishes they have 
grown. This 
campus has an 
ample water supply 
to allow for 
abundant agri-
culture work. Parts 
of India remain in a 
severe drought. 
They also grew 
eggplant.   

  It is during this month that most of the 
children come to our campuses. We must 
find them, as they do not know how to find 
us. Please pray fervently that we will find 
those who are most in need. Pray that the 
government will allow us to live and work in 
peace and that the children will be 
protected.    
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PHOTO: Jim Waldron was the speaker for the 
Dindigul graduation. Santhanaraj was the translator. 
Thank you Jim, for your love for our Lord and your 
three decades of service in India.   

                  M  A  Y         2   0   1   7 
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PHOTO: Jim Waldron was the speaker for the 
Dindigul graduation. Santhanaraj was the translator. 
Thank you Jim, for your love for our Lord and your 
three decades of service in India.   
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BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

  During the last week of March and first week of April, 
there were 550 men who participated in the campaign and 
God gave a wonderful increase with 2028 souls being 
baptized. Each of the evangelists worked for one week and 
received approximately $5 per day to supplement their 
income and provide food. 
  Nine new congregations of the churches of Christ were 
established during this campaign. Congregations are only 
begun as a result of real church growth and reflect the 
sincerity of the soul-winners in building the Lord’s kingdom. 
Our objective is not simply to baptize individuals but to 
grow the Lord’s church. Constant follow-up will now 
continue as these new souls become more grounded 
through the Word. The retention rate, by the power of God, 
over the past four years, still remains above 90%. 
  The goal for 2017 regarding the number of souls to be 
baptized is 7,300. As of now, we are beyond 3,000. Please 
continue to pray.  
  Thank you! For all who have helped to train these men to 
be powerful evangelists, we are seeing the fruits from the 
investment of money and time. You have helped to put 
more boots-on-the-ground in the battle against idolatry and 
superstition. Having hundreds of self-supported 
evangelists in congregations that do not rely on foreign 
support helps to assure the longevity of the work you, 
along with our Indian brethren, continue to grow. God is 
great! 
NEW EVANGELISM SCHOOLS FOR JUNE 
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FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Revelation 22:13



2017 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

June Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,239 ..................

Last Week June 11 3,211 ..............

Total After 23 Weeks 74,505.........

June 18: 
Wayne & Gloriann 

June 25:  
Larry & Diane 

No Volunteers
Micheal Estes  

Nash Crisp

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

Prayers of Thanks! Terry Rathbone is doing awe-
some and is recovering very well after a heart valve 
replacement surgery. This is such good news!! 

Pray for Elzie and Jean Parker.  

Mary Stout was not able to see the doctor for her 
eye because she has been sick. She will be seeing 
the doctor this Tuesday. Hopefully he will be able to 
help her with some glasses and her vision. 

Pray for Phil Friesen’s son; he has turned back to a 
lifestyle of drugs. He needs our prayers.  

Pray for our upcoming VBS that we will have many 
of children attend and get a chance to hear about 
Jesus.

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Needed 
There is a need for REALLY large and small card-
board boxes for VBS. If anyone has any or can get 
some, please put them in the room by the office. 
Thank you!!! 

Manuelito Navajo Children’s Home continues to 
collect Box Tops For Education. If you have some 
from time to time, just put them on the foyer ta-
ble. Thanks! 

Mountain States Children’s Home 
Remember the Change Can Campaign for Moun-
tain States Children’s Home. The goal is $60,000 
to offset costs for clothing and perishable food 
items. Let’s all get excited about children that can 
and will be helped by this campaign. 

Check out the youth bulletin board in the fellow-
ship hall! They are so awesome! 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Judges: Christian School Can’t 
Exist in Genoa Township 
First Liberty to fight back to 
protect school’s religious freedom. 

On Friday, June 2, a three-judge 
panel of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit ruled 
that a Michigan township can 
effectively forbid First Liberty client 
Livingston Christian School (LCS) 
from moving into its town. The court 
found that the township’s refusal to 
let LCS occupy a church building 
would not “constitute a substantial 
burden” on the school’s free exercise 
of religion – even if it were the only 
available location in town. 

“This precedent is very dangerous,” 
stated Hiram Sasser, Deputy Chief 
Counsel of First Liberty. “It states that 
it is not a burden on religious 
exercise for a city to effectively ban 
religious schools, churches, 
synagogues or mosques from moving 
into town. This is shocking and 
cannot be allowed to stand.” 

Sasser added, “Towns who use their 
zoning laws to keep religious schools 
and organizations out of their 
backyard violate federal law and the 
First Amendment.” 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL DENIED PERMIT 
TO MOVE TO ONLY VIABLE 
LOCATION  

Livingston Christian School (LCS) had 
operated in Pinckney, Michigan for 
nine years. In 2014, however, the 
school looked for a new location 

The only viable option the school 
found was in Genoa Township at 
Brighton Church of the Nazarene. LCS 
and Brighton Church entered into an 
agreement for the school to lease one 
of the church’s buildings. In March 
2015, the church, on behalf of LCS, 
submitted an application to amend its 
existing special use land permit so that 
the school would be allowed to use the 
church’s property. 

The township, however, denied the 
application outright—despite the fact 
that several hired consultants, the 
township’s Planning Commission, and 
the township’s Community 
Development Director had 
recommended the school be allowed to 
operate on the property. 

At the time of the vote, the township 
offered no explanation for its decision, 
but the board later elaborated and 
claimed several reasons for the denial. 
These reasons included the contentions 
that the school would overburden the 
public infrastructure and would not 
“[p]romote harmonious and organized 
development consistent with adjacent 
land uses.” 

LCS filed a lawsuit against the township 
in federal court, but the court ruled 

against the school, claiming that the 
school’s religious liberty had not been 
“substantially burdened.” 

In November 2016, First Liberty and 
volunteer attorneys from Covington & 
Burling, LLP filed an appeal to the U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit. 

APPELLATE COURT RULES AGAINST 
SCHOOL, CLAIMING NO 
“SUBSTANTIAL BURDEN” 

First Liberty’s appeal noted that 
because the church property was the 
only viable place for LCS to exist, the 
township’s denial threatened the 
school’s ability to carry out its religious 
mission and the school’s very survival. 

The appeal argued that the township’s 
actions did, in fact, place a substantial 
burden on LCS’s free exercise of 
religion and therefore violated the 
Religious Land Use and 
Institutionalized Persons Act (RLUIPA). 
The township also violated RLUIPA by 
failing to narrowly tailor its actions, as 
RLUIPA requires government agencies 
to act in “the least restrictive means” 
possible. 

First Liberty Institute is dedicated to 
defending the religious freedom rights 
of Livingston Christian School…Even if 
this case goes to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, First Liberty attorneys say they 
will continue to defend the rights of 
LCS, parents and children, and other 
schools confronting similar resistance.

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


