
George Washington First 
Becomes a National 
Leader 
By David Barton  

On July 3, 241 years ago, 
George Washington took 
command of the newly formed 
Continental Army. Congress had 
selected him—one of its own 
members—to organize the 
farmers and local militia groups 
into an army capable of 
defeating the world’s greatest 
military power. Quite an 
undertaking! 

One of his first orders to the new 
American military set a clear 
tone of what he expected from 
his troops and also told us much 
about his character. In that order, Washington urged that 

“…every officer and man will endeavor so as to live and act 
as becomes a Christian soldier, defending the dearest rights 
and liberties of his country.” 

That his troops display Christian character was important to 
Washington, and he later additionally charged them: 

“To the distinguished character of Patriot, it should be our 
highest glory to add the more distinguished character of 
Christian.” 

He also issued orders 
prohibiting swearing, 
profanity, and gambling. He 
clearly set a very high moral 
standard for his troops, but it 
was not more than what he 
expected from himself. In 
fact, while just a young boy, 
he copied out 110 maxims 
concerning good behavior 
and manners. Called his 
“Rules of Civility,” he lived 
by them throughout his life, 
and they were especially 
apparent during his time as a 
soldier. 

Washington longed for 
military life from the time he 

was a young boy, and he got his 
first experience during the 
French and Indian War, two 
decades before the American 
Revolution. He should have 
been killed in the Battle of the 
Monongahela, but his life was 
saved by God’s Divine 
intervention. As he told his 
brother: 

“[I] now exist and appear in the 
land of the living by the 
miraculous care of Providence 
that protected me beyond all 
human expectation; I had four 
bullets through my coat and two 
horses shot under me and yet 
escaped unhurt.” 

It was as a result of what he did 
in the French and Indian War 

that he was first vaulted into the national spotlight. In fact, a 
famous military sermon preached in 1755 by Samuel Davies 
(considered the greatest pulpit orator in American history) 
specifically singled out the young George Washington for 
special attention because of what happened in that battle. 

It was largely because of Washington’s experiences in that 
early war that he was chosen by his fellow citizens as a 
member of Congress, and then chosen by his peers in 
Congress as Commander-In-Chief. He led America on to a 

successful conclusion of the 
Revolutionary War, oversaw 
the formation of the U. S. 
Constitution, and guided us 
through the implementation 
of our new government as 
our first president. He is 
rightly honored as “The 
Father of His Country.” 

Washington fully understood 
that the important part he 
had played in America’s 
formation was by the 
direction of God, 
acknowledging: 

“I have only been an 
instrument in the hands of 
Providence.”
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960



July Activities 
Worship Services:  
 10.30 AM 
 6.00 PM 
Classes:  
 Sunday: 9.30 AM 
 Wed: 7.00 PM 
Mondays, 8.00 AM 

Men’s breakfast at 
the Black Forest 
Restaurant 

Mondays, 1.30 PM:  
 Elders/Preacher 

Meetings  

The 17th: Deacons 
Meeting  

The 27th: Singing  

The 31st: Potluck  

August Activities 
Worship Services:  
 10.30 AM 
 6.00 PM 
Classes:  
 Sunday: 9.30 AM 
 Wed: 7.00 PM 
Mondays, 8.00 AM 

Men’s breakfast at 
the Black Forest 
Restaurant 

Mondays, 1.30 PM:  
 Elders/Preacher 

Meetings  

The 7th–the 10th: 
Vacation Bible 
School  

The 17th: Deacons 
Meeting  

The 21st: Potluck 

Countdown to Vacation Bible School
 4 Weeks!! 

How can you help?



Vacation Bible School Helpers Needed!!!

It's only 1 month until VBS and we need LOTS of helpers!  

Family Leaders:  We need about 15-20 of these.  This is one of the most important 

roles.  You will have your own group of multi-aged kids and rotate with them throughout 

each night of VBS.  You would need to be present EVERY night of VBS, be friendly, and 

get to know the kids.  You also will have a small segment of time in which to follow 

through a guided lesson on paper.  It's all pre-planned and PACKETS regarding Family 

Leader roles are available at the back table for your perusal.  

Registrars at Registration Table:  We need approximately 2 people to staff our 

registration table.  You must be present each night.  Name tags are supplied this year by

the Metro Church of Christ, and so the job is a bit less than normal.

Cleaning Crew:  This can be a crew of 1-2 people who are willing each evening to vacuum, 

spot clean, tidy the kitchen, and take out the trash.  Our entire VBS this year will be 

confined to the fellowship hall, front yard, and parking lot.  

Teacher/Child Watcher for our Wee-Ones:  We have approximately 4-5 children aged

1-3 who are too young for our VBS, but whose parents are heavily involved.  This is a 

VERY IMPORTANT role, which absolutely must be filled.  You would be crowned a Saint 

for taking on this role.  It would be every night (or can be shared by multiple members).

Vendors in our Egyptian Marketplace:  Do you have a special skill?  Could you teach 

pottery?  Jewelry?  Wood-crafting of mini pyramids?  Something else?  Get creative!  

This role would not necessarily have to be every night.  If you only have 1 night or 2 to 

volunteer, consider running a marketplace booth.

Doug the Dog Helpers:  We need 2 people to help operate the Doug Puppet with Mikey 

Crisp in the Egyptian Marketplace.  Yes, Doug is part-Egyptian!  YOU DIDN'T KNOW THAT?



More Needs....

The roles on the other side of this page are the LIVE roles for VBS.  But, we have other

needs too!  We are in need of:  awnings, baskets of all shapes & sizes, curtains & scarves

solid in color or Egyptian looking design.  For now, these items can be placed in the spare office 

(Nathan's old office).

We also are in need of LOTS of people to provide potluck dishes for a 

potluck immediately following MORNING worship on August 7th.  We'll

need MORE food than normal, so even if you don't normally stay for

Potluck, consider if you could leave a dish of some kind.  

We are also in need of LIVE animals.  We'd love to have a different animal each night.  

Think:  Cat, chicken, sheep, goat, etc.  Do you have an animal you could bring for 1 night?

We are also in need of monetary donations for our snacks!  We will be serving

up Egyptian style snacks in the outdoor marketplace, so no traditional cookies 

this year.  In order to ease the snack process, we would appreciate monetary 

donations toward snacks this year and Andrea Crisp will buy it all at the same 

time.  A donation jar is on the VBS table in the back.  

If you have any questions about how to be involved in this year's VBS, 

please chat with Andrea Crisp.  

Our goal this year is for EVERY MEMBER to be involved 
in some way with our Vacation Bible School!  



OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your 
announcement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to 
Rebekah Noveske:  Novesker@gmail.com 

2016 Contribution
Open & Close 
Building July Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,403 ..............

Last Week July 3) 3,499 .............

Total After 27 Weeks 91,904.....

July 10: 
Melvin Andersen 

July 17:  
Gene Tomlinson 

Karen Fitzwater
Jacob Noveske 

Billy Henshall

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 
You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Praying According to the Bible  
Psalm 141 – Ask the Lord to hear you 
and to keep you from sinning.  

Suggested Good Work  
Have a ready smile.  

World Bible School–Connect 
Teachers  
Please check your email everyday, 
preferably in the morning and the 
evening, to see whether I have 
invited you to adopt a new student.  

Gossiping about God  

Many people do not know God, His 
nature, and how He works, but they 
will speak as though they do know. 
What they have heard is what others 
think, and so they gossip about God, 
criticizing Him, and demanding that 
He submit to their whims. Get to 
know God through the Scriptures and 
through the life of Jesus of Nazareth, 
and then speak the truth.  

Church History  
1903: Apache leader Geronimo is 
baptized into the Methodist Church 
in Medicine Creek, Oklahoma 
Territory. I bring this up, because we 
often prejudge people that they will 
not convert. Whoever would have 
thought that Geronimo would have 
been baptized into the Methodist 
Church? How many opportunities 
have we missed, because we decided 
someone would not be interested in 
salvation?  
1527: As friends arrive for dinner, 
Martin Luther felt an intense buzzing 
in his left ear and goes to lie down, 
when suddenly he calls, “Water…or 
I’ll die!” Afterward he experiences 
bouts of depression. To combat them, 
he wrote the famous hymn, “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”  
1515: William Tyndale placed the 
Bible above philosophy, making an 
English translation of God’s word that 

later became the basis of the King 
James Version.  
1505: Terrified by a thunderstorm, 
Martin Luther vowed to become a 
monk and soon afterward entered the 
order of Augustinian Hermits. He 
later turned from the Catholic Church 
because it had gotten away from the 
Scriptures.  
1415: Jan Hus, Czech reformer, is 
burned at the stake in Constance, 
Germany for “heresy.” He had been 
outspoken in his appeals for church 
reform and for political and religious 
rights for the common people.  

Children’s Bible Activities  
Teachers, do any of you use this web 
site?  

The Wi sdom o f George 
Washington: On Going Far in 
Life  
“How far you go in life depends on 
your being tender with the young, 
compassionate with the aged, 
sympathetic with the striving, and 
tolerant of the weak and the strong. 
Because someday in life you will 
have been all of these.”  
“Now we exhort you, brethren, warn 
those who are unruly, comfort the 
fainthearted, uphold the weak, be 
patient with all” (1Th 5.14). 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & 
Focus Press, 

Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 
 Jerry Thomas 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com

RUHL’S 
RULES


