
Our History: 
The Savage Street Church of 

Christ began on March 4, 1923 
at 6th and H Streets. After 

sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 
on March 20, 1960. Join us in 
2023 when we celebrate our 

100th anniversary! 

July 23, 2017  

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

The Scientific View:  
Time: In the beginning  
Force: God  
Energy: Created  
Space: The heavens  
Matter: The earth  

The Historical View:  
What happened: God created  
When it happened: In the beginning  
Where it happened: The heavens and the 

earth  
Why it happened: God created  
Who made it happen: God  

The Theological View:  
The Eternity of God: In the beginning God  
The Unity of God (the original Hebrew and 

the context shows that this word 
includes more than one): God  

The Power of God: In the beginning God 
created  

The Creative Intelligence of God: God 
created the heavens and the earth  

The Purpose of God: “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth”  

The wealth of information in the Bible’s opening 
sentence should not surprise us, since the Holy 
Spirit guided the writers! DR 

The richness of 
the Bible’s 

opening sentence 

10:30 Service  

From Where Does 
My Help Come? 

What is the message of the 
Book of Psalms?  

Psalm 121 

6:00 service  

Looking Back at 
the Book of Acts

The first sentence of the Bible has a 
wealth of information, “In the be-
ginning God created the heavens 

and the earth” (Gen 1.1). Consider 
the different ways we may view this 

opening line in the Bible.



Why the Search for a Church that 
Meets Your Needs Is Futile 
By Carey Nieuwhof  
Any church leader who’s been in min-
istry for more than a few months has 
heard different variations of it: 
I’m looking for a church that meets my 
needs. 
What are you going to do to better 
meet my needs? 
I’m leaving this church to find one that 
better suits my needs.  
The longer a Christian has been in 
church, the more likely it is that 
they’ve uttered a phrase or two like 
this from time to time. 
I’m not against changing churches. I 
think everyone has one or maybe two 
church changes in them. Leaders 
change. The effectiveness of churches 
can vary in different seasons. And oc-
casionally a church is downright toxic. 
I get that. 
One or two church changes (when 
living in the same community) is un-
derstandable. And it’s completely dif-
ferent from serial church shopping, 
which for reasons I outline in this 
post, is a colossally bad phenomenon. 
The problem is deeper, though, than 
changing churches (as big a decision 
as that is). It’s about the purpose of the 
quest. Should the criteria of a church 
meeting your needs be the reason you 
change churches? Well, what if the 
church was never intended to 
meet your needs? What if the furthest 
thing from God’s mind when he creat-
ed the church was to meet your needs? 
Here are 5 reasons why I believe trying 
to find a church that meets your needs 
is futile. 
What if the church was never intended 
to meet your needs? 
1. A Church that Meets All Your Needs 
Is Probably Off-Mission 
If a church ever meets all your needs 
as a Christian, it’s probably off-mis-
sion. Because the church was never 
designed to meet all your needs. It was 
designed for glorifying God and show-
ing his love to the world. 
A church that is only about meeting 
your needs is a church that’s focused 
on insiders while the world is quite 
literally going to hell. 
The attitude that the church exists to 
meet the needs of members is one 
more remnant of consumer-Christiani-
ty, which is a strand of Western Chris-
tianity that continues to die.  

A church that meets all your needs is 
probably a church that’s off-mission. 
2. You’ll Uproot All Your Non-Christ-
ian Friends 
If you’re drifting from church to church 
to satisfy your needs, what happens to 
all the non-Christian friends you’re 
building into? Oh wait…that 
almost never comes up in conversa-
tions with Christians who demand 
their needs be met. Because they usu-
ally have zero non-Christian friends. 
Their idea of church isn’t about the 
mission. It’s about them. 
Think about it. If you’re living out your 
faith and sincerely praying for friends 
who aren’t in a relationship with 
Christ, theoretically there are at least a 
handful of non-Christians who will be 
impacted by your move. 
But usually, that’s not even on the 
radar screen of Christians who move to 
satisfy their needs. Because there are 
zero non-Christians involved. 
Far too many Christians have zero 
non-Christian friends. 
3. Christianity Was Never About Satis-
fying Yourself 
The heart of the Christian faith isn’t 
about satisfying yourself, it’s about dy-
ing to yourself. If Christians stopped 
indulging their preferences and starting 
focusing on Christ and on helping oth-
ers, the church would be so much 
healthier. 
It’s strange, but the happiest and 
healthiest people aren’t those who are 
focused on meeting their own needs. 
As this Harvard Business School study 
shows, there is a demonstrated correla-
tion between giving away time 
and money and experiencing a feeling 
of happiness. 
Perhaps it’s because that’s exactly how 
God designed us. Because when 
we give, we get. 
The heart of the Christian faith isn’t 
about satisfying yourself, it’s dying to 
yourself. 
4. Your “Needs “Aren’t Usually Needs 
To be fair, we all have a few basic 
needs. A church should be biblically 
faithful. It should be reasonably 
healthy. And it should focus on the 
true mission of the church, which is to 
make disciples (not just be disciples 
but make disciples, which means 
reaching out). 
When someone says that a church 
doesn’t meet their needs, what they 
usually mean is a church doesn’t suit 
their preferences. 

When you drill down, ‘needs’ often 
means: 
Is this my kind of music? 
Did the people notice me? 
Do I like this place? 
A lot of Christians these days ask, “Did 
I like it?” And the moment they don’t, 
they’re done. When no church meets 
your needs, maybe you should check 
your ‘needs.’ 
When no church meets your needs, 
maybe you should check your needs. 
If you really boil it down, because of 
the rise of consumer Christianity, too 
many church members think their mis-
sion is to criticize. A church member’s 
mission isn’t to criticize. It’s to con-
tribute. Criticizing has never been the 
Gospel. And that’s never the best con-
tribution we can make. 
A church member’s mission isn’t to 
criticize. It’s to contribute. 
5. Your Needs Are Never Satisfied 
Needs are like appetites. They grow 
when you feed them. You probably 
already know this, but if you’re always 
trying to satisfy your needs, you’ll nev-
er be satisfied. 
We all roll our eyes at the guy who 
‘needs’ a new car, or a new computer, 
or a vacation, or a new phone when 
he pretty much has the latest (okay…
confession…I can be that guy when it 
comes to tech….). 
The truth? Those aren’t needs. But 
that’s the problem with what we call 
needs. They’re never completely satis-
fied. 
If you’re always trying to satisfy your 
needs, you’ll never be satisfied. 
So What Should You Do? 
So what should you do if you feel your 
current church doesn’t ‘meet your 
needs’? Maybe the best thing you can 
do is focus on the mission God has 
given you. Which happens to look an 
awful lot like the mission God gave all 
of us: to love the world for which he 
died. 
Chances are there’s a pastor who loves 
that mission, and maybe some other 
Christians in your church who are 
committed to that mission too. 
And if you give your life to it, you’ll 
discover your needs don’t matter near-
ly as much as they once did. In fact, 
you might even find them satisfied. 
If you take your eyes off what you 
want and begin to see what other peo-
ple truly need, it will change how you 
live. 

https://careynieuwhof.com/meets-my-
needs/



Andrea Crisp is in need of table run-
ners, that come to a V-shape on the 
ends (such as pictured here). These will 
NOT be returned to you. If you have 
some old ones (different designs ok!), 
that you would like to donate to her 
Junior High class, please see her.

VBS meeting today right after 
morning services. Pizza will 
be provided!!!!

July 30th. Potluck 

Please come to share in this special time to 

say “Good Bye” to Letha Blythe. She will be 

moving soon to the Portland area where her 

children live. She has been a faithful mem-

ber for over 50 years here at the Savage 
Street Church of 

Church. We love 

you, Letha, and will 

miss you!! Thank 

you for all you have 

done for everyone 
over the years. God 

Bless You 

Potluck Theme: 

Foods of the World 
No gifts please, but 

cards are welcome. 

Just A Reminder 
Fall teaching quarter is right around 
the corner believe it or not. It is not 

too early to sign up. There is a sign up 
sheet in the supply room. 

Needed: 
There is a need for greeters for the month of August. 

This is a great way to volunteer and even a better 

way to get to know others. You can sign up on the 

bulletin board in the hallway.

Attention Kids 
Check out the VBS bulletin board in the 

hallway. Can you find your picture and do 
you see Carl? There is also a train engi-

neer working on the train can you find him 
too?



July Activities 
26th: Singing 
30th: Potluck 

August Activities 
7th-11th: Vacation 
Bible School  
13th: Deacons Meeting 
20th: Elders Forum 
27th: Potluck 
30th: Singing

COUNTDOWN 
15 days until 

VBS!

FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Old Testament Books



Marie Collier is recovering from an angiogram. 
Please keep her in your prayers. 

Pray for Kevin Michael; he is going to be seeing a 
pulmonary doctor at the end of July. 

Pray for Kerri Ruhl; she is at Abilene Christian Uni-
versity in Texas at singing school. 

2017 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building July Greeters Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,152 ..................

Last Week July 16 1,860 ................

Total After 28 Weeks 88,262.........

July 23: 
Wayne & Gloriann 

July 30:  
Larry & Diane

Wayne & 
Gloriann 
Duncan

Jacob Noveske 

Billy Henshall

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

BBQ Needed for VBS 
We are in need of one more BBQ for use on Fri-
day, August 11th.  We already have the cooks, but 
need 1 more BBQ. If you can help with this need, 
please see Andrea Crisp 

Help Needed 
Please check out the list in the foyer of items 
needed for the Friday Night VBS BBQ! Please sign 
up to help! 

Attention Kids!! 
KIDS HEADED TO ROUND LAKE CHRISTIAN 
CAMP!!! Just 1 more week!! Time to start getting 
excited!!! 

Thank you so much!! 
A big thank you to the substitute teachers who 
have filled in for the Junior High class these last 3 
Sundays! You are appreciated! 

Potluck Next Week 

Needed: Duty roster position to be filled 
Phil Joseph is retiring from the duty roster posi-
tion and we are in need of a replacement to fill 
this job. Please see the Elders, if you would like to 
fill this position. If you have any questions on 
what this entails, please see Phil Joseph. He can 
fill you in on all of the details. Thank you. 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Take flowers or some other gift to 
a friend or neighbor.  

Control Your Tongue If you have 
already said it more than one 
once:  
“A foolish son is the ruin of his 
father, and the contentions of a 
wife are a continual 
dripping” (Proverbs 19.13).  

Don’t Let Fear Control You  
Betty Dukes sued a large retailer 
in America, and in the 
mid-1900s, she launched a one-
woman campaign to remove 
adult books and videos from the 
view and reach of minors at a lo-
cal grocery store in her neighbor-
hood. She often spoke to local 
news media and at school board 
meetings and community hospital 
board meetings. She advised, 
“Don’t let fear get under your 
feet, for it will carry you where 
you don’t want to go.”  

Church History  
July 180: Twelve Martyrs at Scilli 
TWELVE CHRISTIANS—seven men 
and five women—stood before the 
Roman administrator of North Africa, 
Proconsul Saturninus. They had spent 
the previous day in the stocks. The 
proconsul was inclined to deal lightly 
with them. All they had to do, he told 
them, was swear that the Emperor 
was divine—called “swearing by his 
genius”—and they could go free.  

The Christians, while deferential, 
were stubborn. One, named Spera-
tus, spoke for them all: “We have 
never done ill, we have not lent our-
selves to wrong, we have never spo-
ken ill, but when ill-treated we have 
given thanks; because we pay heed 
to Our Emperor.”  

“We too are religious, and our reli-
gion is simple, and we swear by the 
genius of our lord the Emperor, and 
pray for his welfare, as you also 
ought to do,” replied the proconsul.  

Speratus offered to expound true 
simplicity of worship, but the pro-
consul brushed him off, saying he 
would not listen to evil spoken 
against the sacred rites of the Roman 
Empire. “Swear by the genius of our 
lord the Emperor,” he commanded.  

“I don’t know the empire of this 
world,” responded Speratus. “Rather I 

serve that God whom no man has 
seen, nor can see with these eyes. I 
haven’t stolen anything; but if I have 
bought anything I pay the tax, be-
cause I know my Lord, the King of 
kings and Emperor of all nations.”  

Calmly but courageously, each Chris-
tian stood their ground. One of the 
men asserted he feared only God.  
“Honor to Caesar as Caesar, but fear 
to God,” a voice among the women 
added in agreement.  Another said 
she wanted to remain a Christian. 
Perplexed, Saturninus offered them 
time to think it over.  

Speratus replied that the case was so 
straightforward no time was needed.  

Still, Saturninus urged they consider 
the matter for thirty days. When the 
twelve insisted they were Christians, 
he issued his decree: “Speratus, 
Nartzalus, Cittinus, Donata, Vestia, 
Secunda and the rest having con-
fessed that they live according to the 
Christian rite, since after opportunity 
offered them of returning to the cus-
tom of the Romans they have obsti-
nately persisted, it is determined that 
they be put to the sword.”  

Speratus rejoiced. “We give thanks to 
God!”  

Nartzalus agreed. “Today we are 
martyrs in heaven; thanks be to 
God.” 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


