
 

Do you thirst for 
God?  

The sons of Korah 
wrote a masterful 
psalm when they put 
together the forty-sec-
ond psalm. Remember 
the Holy Spirit used the 
psalmist to express 
what we feel, such as 
this,  

As the deer pants for 
the water brooks,  
So pants my soul for 
You, O God.  
My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God.  
When shall I come and 
appear before God?  
My tears have been my 
food day and night,  
While they continually 
say to me,  
“Where is your God?”  
(Psalm 42.1–3)  

Many of us have been 
right where those three 
verses picture us. If you 
have never had the ex-
perience of those 
words, someday you 
shall, and you will see 
your soul’s deep need 
for your Creator. DR  

Can you say that you 
have not been a 
troublemaker?  

Some people live for 
stirring up trouble, and 

others live for speaking 
the truth, and a conse-
quence of that is that 
trouble arises. Let us 
not be guilty of the 
former, but let us pur-
sue the latter, even as 
Paul spoke of himself to 
the Roman authorities,  

“And they neither 
found me in the temple 
disputing with anyone 
nor inciting the crowd, 
either in the syna-
gogues or in the city. 
Nor can they prove the 
things of which they 
now accuse me. But 
this I confess to you, 
that according to the 
Way which they call a 
sect, so I worship the 
God of my fathers, be-

lieving all things which are written in the Law and in 
the Prophets” (Acts 24.12–14).  

When you read Luke’s 
account of Paul, you 
will discover that he 
was not a troublemaker, 
but in pure love he 
spoke the truth.  
How do you conduct 
yourself? Do you stir up 
trouble for the sake of 
stirring up trouble? 
What is your goal? Try 
to see yourself as others 
see you. Try to see 
yourself as the Lord 
sees you. DR 
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Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960



 

Countdown to  

Vacation Bible School 

 2 Weeks!!  

July Activities 
Worship Services:  
 10.30 AM 
 6.00 PM 
Classes:  
 Sunday: 9.30 AM 
 Wed: 7.00 PM 
Mondays, 8.00 AM Men’s 

breakfast at the Black Forest 
Restaurant 

Mondays, 1.30 PM:  

 Elders/Preacher Meetings  

The 27th: Singing  

The 31st: Deacons Meeting  

The 31st: No Potluck  

August Activities 
Worship Services:  
 10.30 AM 
 6.00 PM 
Classes:  
 Sunday: 9.30 AM 
 Wed: 7.00 PM 
Mondays, 8.00 AM Men’s 

breakfast at the Black Forest 
Restaurant 

Mondays, 1.30 PM:  

 Elders/Preacher Meetings  

The 7th: Potluck  

The 7th: No evening ser-
vices, VBS instead  

The 7th–the 10th: Vacation 
Bible School  

The 17th: Deacons Meet-
ing  

September Activities 
Worship Services:  
 10.30 AM 
 6.00 PM 
Classes:  
 Sunday: 9.30 AM 
 Wed: 7.00 PM 
Mondays, 8.00 AM Men’s 

breakfast at the Black Forest 
Restaurant 

Mondays, 1.30 PM:  
 Elders/Preacher Meetings  

The 4th: Elders/Preacher/
Deacons Meeting  

The 25th: Elders Forum 

VBS NEWS 

• Our regular "Las Sunday of the Month 

Potluck" has been moved to Sunday, August 

7th. At this potluck, we will have all of our 

VBS volunteers here from the Metro Church 

of Christ. So, everyone is encouraged to at-

tend and please, bring extra food. 

• Sunday Evening Worship on August 7th, is 

cancelled due to VBS being in full swing at 

the time. 

• There will be no adult class during this 

year's Vacation Bible School. All adults are 

encourage to be involved helping with the 

children at VBS. This also means that there 

will be no adult class on Wednesday 

evening, the 10th. If you are an adult that is 

not yet involved with VBS, please talk with 

Andrea Crisp and she'll be happy to discuss 

different roles with you! 

• Many of the Vacation Bible School roles 

have been filled already and we THANK 

YOU ALL!! The position we still need volun-

teers for is the "Family Leader" role. This is a 

fun one, because you get to be directly with 

the kids all evening, and teach a very short 

(10 minutes?) Biblical application lesson. 

Stretch yourself and try this great role. The 

kids will love you for it! 

• If you signed up to be a Family Leader and 

have not yet received your Info Packet, there 

are copies on the back foyer table. Please 

pick one up and read through it thoroughly.



Blessings, 
  
I send you warm greetings from a 
very HOT Franklin. It is definitely 
summertime, and I have officially 
assumed my position in front of the 
air conditioner! I hope this note 
finds you well. 
  
My wife and I spent a few minutes 
this morning counting our bless-
ings over coffee together. We know 
we don't do this often enough. We 
have four healthy children and a 
God who loved us enough to send 
His son for us. And we have sup-
porters who allow us to continue to 
serve as domestic missionaries and 
teach all across the country. We are 
very blessed. 
  
This is a busy week around the 
Harrub household, as we prepare 
to join 20+ people on a mission campaign to Alaska. We will hold VBS and Gospel meetings in Seward and 
Soldotna. In addition, this week, we received the 2nd printing of Jack Wilkie's book Failure (a look at how 
our education system is teaching secular humanism to young people today), and Friday, we are scheduled to 
receive a new DVD titled "Are You Convicted." Add to this a new web site and Jack Wilkie getting married 
Saturday, and you understand why things are very busy! 
  
It's no secret that our nation is sliding down the slope into immorality. Just when you think we can sink no 
lower, the news informs us of yet another new low for the country. My email and cell phone have been busy 
with congregations asking me to come speak on "issues facing the nation." Elders are wanting to inform their 
flocks about things like same-sex marriage, transgenderism, pornography, Islam, worldliness, media, etc. I 
am thankful for the opportunities and I pray that the material helps educate Christians and helps them un-
derstand how we should respond. 
  
My family is doing well. We just celebrated Claire's 11th birthday this past week (I can't BELIEVE she's al-
ready eleven.) She told me on her birthday that she doesn't want to get any older. When I asked her "Why?" 
she told me she doesn't want to be a teenager. I told her I liked that idea...but I don't think me tying a brick 
to her head will slow things down. We moved back to the Middle TN area when Claire was just 2 weeks 
old, so we use her to measure time (e.g., when we started Focus Press, how long we've been back home, 
etc.). 
  
Please continue to keep our efforts in your prayers. We are so very thankful to be able to continue working 
in His kingdom. 
  
Serving Him with you, 
Brad Harrub  

One of Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee



Changing the Way I Think About 
Politics 
By Wes McAdams 
Like most people, I want a better community, a 
better state, a better country, and a better world. I 
want less crime, less violence, less hatred, less war, 
and less poverty; I especially want abortions to be 
a thing of the past. I used to think electing the right 
President, having the right men and women in 
Congress, and seeing the right judges on the 
Supreme Court were the best ways for these 
dreams to come true. I’ve changed my mind. 
My Political Position 
Here is my political position: “Jesus is King!” Not 
President, but King. For the record, I absolutely 
would NOT vote for Jesus for President. He is 
already King of kings and Lord of lords, I am quite 
certain He would not want a demotion to President 
of the United States. 
In the past, I have failed to realize that “Christ” is a 
very political title. Saying Jesus is the “Christ,” is to 
say God has anointed His Son to be the supreme 
Ruler of the world. It doesn’t get more political 
than that. So when I say, “Jesus is King” I truly 
mean that is my political position. 
His Political Agenda 
Jesus has a plan to change the world. His 
plan cannot fail. His plan is called, “the Good 
News” (gospel). Here’s the gist of it: 
 • By virtue of who He is and what He has 

done, Jesus is King. 
 • His kingdom is already here and in the 

midst of us. 
 • All people are welcome in His kingdom. 
 • He makes an agreement (covenant) with all 

the citizens of His kingdom to love them, 
protect them, forgive them, and even raise 
them from the dead. 

 • All citizens of His kingdom must give total 
allegiance to Him and must live according 
to His instructions for their lives. 

By doing this, Jesus is creating a “a holy nation” (1 
Peter 2:9), scattered all over the world. Jesus 
transforms His citizens, filling them with love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). 
He instructs His citizens to do things like: 
 • Bless those who persecute them (Romans 

12:14) 
 • Repay no one evil for evil (Romans 12:17) 
 • Never avenge themselves (Romans 12:19) 

 • Feed their enemies and give them 
something to drink (Romans 12:20). 

So if everyone in the world adopted Jesus’ Good 
News, then there would be no more crime, 
violence, war, poverty, racism, abortion, or even 
hate. That’s why I’m committed to changing the 
world through Jesus’ Good News agenda; He has 
the only plan to totally eradicate evil. 
His Political Opponents 
But you think that’s naive, don’t you? You’re saying, 
“Yes Wes, but not everyone will accept this. Not 
everyone wants to be a Christian.” That’s true. 
There are people who will continue to lie, kill, 
steal, and destroy. But Jesus’ political opponents 
have already lost; they just don’t know it yet. 
There is no election for King of kings. Jesus has 
already won. He is King. Judgement against those 
who do not submit to His Kingship has already 
been declared and will be carried out. When He 
returns, He will return with “mighty angels in 
flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do 
not know God and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thessalonians 1:8). We 
don’t have to worry about those who reject Jesus’ 
agenda. 
Everyone must decide, “Will I bow my knee to 
Jesus and adopt His agenda of peace and love 
toward all men or will I rebel and live as if men are 
still in charge of the world?” Those who refuse to 
submit to Jesus are no threat; He will deal with 
them soon enough. 
Devoting Myself Fully to His Cause 
This is why I want to pour my heart, soul, mind, 
and strength into Jesus’ plan. I don’t have the time 
or the energy to be divided in my allegiance. I will 
commit myself to living by the principles of the 
New Testament and I will tell the world, Jesus is 
King. As more and more people obey His Good 
News, the world will become a better place. 
This isn’t wishful thinking, this is reality. The Good 
News of Jesus’ Kingship has already done far more 
to transform this world than democracy, the 
Republican or Democrat parties, or any other 
political idea man has concocted. 
Let me be clear, I am not saying I’ll never vote. 
What I am saying is that voting is no longer my 
strategy for making the world a better place. I will 
not let the political process, a political candidate, 
or a political party have my heart. I will not attach 
my hopes and dreams to any of these carnal things. 
No matter what happens in this country, Jesus is 
King and He has already won! Those are my 
politics. 
I love you and God loves you. 



OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Noveske:  Novesker@gmail.com 

2016 Contribution
Open & Close 
Building July Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 2,280 ..............

Last Week July 17 2,247 ............

Total After 28 Weeks 97,263.....

July 24: 
Rick Calvert 

July31:  
Kerri Ruhl 

Karen Fitzwater
Michael Estes 

Nash Crisp

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 
You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Praying According to the Bible  
Psalm 143 – When you have 
problems, speak to the Lord about 
it, and let Him know that you will 
trust Him for the solution.  

Suggested Good Work  
Give flowers anonymously.  

Church History  
1972: Soviet agents martyr Baptist 
private Ivan “Vanya” Moiseyev 
after months of severe persecution 
because of his Christian faith and 

because he had been leading oth-
er soldiers to Christ. We may have 
doctrinal disagreements with 
someone like Ivan, but we also 
have to admire his determination 
to lead others to Jesus, even in the 
face of death.  
1969: Buzz Aldrin, a Presbyterian 
elder, takes communion on the 
moon during the Apollo 11 land-
ing. What would happen if some-
one did this today? The secularists 
would cause the cow to jump 
over the moon!  
64: Fire breaks out among the 
shops lining the Circus Maximus, 
Rome’s chariot stadium. Nero is 
blamed and tries to deflect blame 
from himself onto Jews and Chris-
tians, soon conducting a full scale 
persecution of Christians, notori-
ous for the cruelty with which it is 
carried on.  

When You Are Sick  
“A long illness seems to be placed 
between life and death, in order 
to make death a comfort both to 
those who die and to those who 
remain.” –Jean de La Bruyere  

“Another person’s illness is often 
harder to bear than one’s own.” –
Iris Murdoch  
“Illness is friendship’s proving 
ground, the uncharted territory 
where one’s actions may be the 
least sure-footed but also the most 
indelible…Illness tests old friend-
ships, gives rise to new ones, 
changes the dynamics of a rela-
tionship, causes a shift in the 
power balance, a reversal of 
roles, and assorted weird behav-
iors.” –Letty Cottin Pogrebin  
“Illness is the doctor to whom we 
pay most heed; to kindness, to 
knowledge, we make promise 
only; pain we obey.” –Marcel 
Proust  
“Illness may precipitate a spiritual 
crisis. Since illness is man’s reac-
tion to disease, it is a time when 
men are brought face to face with 
the ultimate concerns of life.” –
Samuel Southard  
“Have pity on me, have pity on 
me, O you my friends, for the 
hand of God has struck me!” (Job 
19.21). 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Ten-

nessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s archaeo-
logical work, especial-

ly Noah’s Ark

Mountain States Chil-
dren’s Home, Longmont, 
Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 
 Jerry Thomas 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com

RUHL’S 
RULES


