
 

How to approach the Lord  
When you know that Yahweh is God, and that we did 
not make ourselves, but that He made us, you will want 
to come into His presence with singing (Psalm 100.1–
3), and the nature of the singing will be as the psalmist 
declared,  

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,  
And into His courts with praise.  
Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  
For the Lord is good;  
His mercy is everlasting,  
And His truth endures to all generations.  
(Psalm 100.4–5)  

Give thanks to Him who 
made you, and praise Him 
with all your might. Bless 
His name, and ask Him 
how you can bless His 
name today.  
Why should you do these 
things? In addition to the 
fact that He created you, 
know that He also is good 
and His mercy knows no 
end, and His truth contin-
ues to every generation on 
this Earth. DR  

If you only remember one thing, remember to 
love  
If we love one another, we will have fulfilled the Law, 
for the Law taught love for God and love for our neigh-
bor, as Paul demonstrated, quoting mostly from the Ten 
Commandments,  

For the commandments, “You shall not commit adul-
tery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You 
shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and 
if there is any other commandment, are all summed up 
in this saying, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore 
love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13.9–10).  

Any commandment that 
you can find in the Scrip-
tures, in either Testament, 
you can fit into one of two 
categories: Love for God or 
love for your neighbor.  
Therefore, if you focus on 
love for your neighbor, you 
will not wrong your neigh-
bor, even if you cannot re-
member all the command-
ments, because love will 
prevent you from doing 
harm and will lead you into 
doing the right thing. DR 
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August Activities 
Worship Services:  
 10.30 AM 
 6.00 PM 
Classes:  
 Sunday: 9.30 AM 
 Wed: 7.00 PM 
Mondays, 8.00 AM 

Men’s breakfast at 
the Black Forest 
Restaurant 

Mondays, 1.30 PM:  
 Elders/Preacher 

Meetings  

The 21st: Elders/
Preacher/Dea-
cons Meeting 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of His 
might. Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the 
devil. For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but 

against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness of this age, against spir-
itual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. Therefore take 

up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in 

the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand. Stand therefore, having 

girded your waist with truth, hav-
ing put on the breastplate of 

righteousness, and having shod 
your feet with the preparation of 

the gospel of peace; above all, 
taking the shield of faith with 

which you will be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the 

wicked one. And take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God; 

praying always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit, 

being watchful to this end with 
all perseverance and supplica-

tion for all the saints…  
(Ephesians 6.10–18)

 A BIG THANK YOU
To all of the workers that participated in VBS.

To all who gave money for the food and prepared food all week long.

To all who kept our wonderful Metro group fed through out the week.

For all of the wonderful dishes prepared for potluck last Sunday.

To Don for teaching the adult class during the week.

To Lynn and Dorothy for watching those cute preschoolers!

The Metro Group expressed their thanks for all of the help that our
              congregation gave to them during VBS. They said "thank you for allowing
              us be a part of your family."



Blessings,  

Yesterday, I received a text from Jerry Groves, the 
preacher at Higher Ground church of Christ, where I 
conducted a weekend seminar, alerting me that he 
was on his way to baptize two young ladies who 
heard the lesson Sunday morning and were convicted 
by it-and they wanted to obey the Gospel! This was in 
addition to the sixteen people who responded to the 
Lord’s invitation during worship yesterday. It was a 
wonderful day, and one I hope this congregation does 
not soon forget. I thank God for the ability to preach 
His Word, and for the health to continue teaching on 
Christian evidences.  

My family did not travel with me this past weekend. 
The primary reason was that they were still recovering 
from jet-lag from a 11-day mission campaign to Alas-
ka. We took 26 people to Alaska and door-knocked 
and conducted VBS/Gospel meetings for two congre-
gations on the Kenai peninsula (Seward and 
Soldotna). Our trip started out as a calamity of hor-
rors. We flew on the Wednesday Southwest Airlines 
experienced their nationwide outage-and so one of 
our flights was canceled. After recovering from that, 
we arrived in Anchorage to discover the wheel bear-
ings were going out in one of the vans we were using. 
To top it all off, most of the group went 7 days with-
out their luggage. (Mine was the last to come in...9 
days after we arrived). However, once we adjusted to 

all the bumps and hurdles, the campaign went ex-
tremely well. The group did an amazing job with the 
Vacation Bible Schools (we were even called a “pro-
fessional VBS group” by some of the members in 
Alaska J). It was extremely rewarding to see this large 
group working together to teach God’s Word to so 
many children. In addition, we had eight responses to 
the Lord's invitation Sunday morning. To God be the 
glory!  

This week, Melinda and I celebrated our 22nd wed-
ding anniversary.  I can’t express in words how sup-
portive she is of the work and how blessed I am. One 
of the surprise gifts she made for me was a video she 
put together with pictures of our past 22 years. It was 
amazing to see how quickly time has flown by and 
how many memories we’ve shared together.  

I just sent the next issue of Think off to our graphic 
designer. We had a tremendous response to the 
“Transgender” issue. In September, we will be focus-
ing on Islam and how it is affecting Christians and 
America. I hope you enjoy this special issue.  

Once again, I thank you for your prayers and support. 
I could not do my job without you!  

Serving Him with you,  

Brad

One of Our 
Mission 
Works 

Outside of 
Josephine 
County, 
Oregon

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee
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“And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, 
and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the 
Lord.”

— Acts 22:16, New King James Version

Recently, the Iraqi army launched an offensive 
to retake Fallujah, Iraq, from the Islamic State.

In 2004, another massive offensive by U.S. 
troops liberated the city, which is 40 
miles to the west of my hometown of 

Baghdad. I was a civil engineer at the time, 
and the Department of Public Works assigned 
me and another engineer to restore public 
services, assess the damage to the city’s 
sewage system and to choose a piece of land 
for the new Fallujah’s Sewerage Office. We 
worked with two local engineers.

The city is — or was — known to be very 
rich, very religious. And even the National 
Rifle Association would say that they have too 
many guns. When we arrived, it was quiet, scary and 
dead. Its fancy buildings had big holes, its mosques’ 
minarets were lying on the ground. The city’s fortu-
nate people had abandoned it. There wasn’t any 
traffic. Kids had to step over fallen bricks to go to 
their school. Its roof had fallen to the floor.

We used our leveling devices and measuring tapes to 
gather data. Then we went to one of the few surviving 
shish kabob restaurants to have lunch. 

On our way to the sewage lifting station, we encoun-
tered a traffic jam. Even the local engineers were 
surprised to see that many cars in one place in the 
post-apocalyptic city. It turned out to be a U.S. Army 
check point — specifically for us.

The soldiers motioned to us to drive into an 

abandoned alley between two factories, open the 
doors, step out of the car, put our hands in the air and 
“Put your faces on the (expletive) wall!”

Oh! They saw us taking measurements and they 
thought we were preparing for a mortar attack.

I had one thought in my mind as I stared at the ugly 
concrete block wall touching my nose — probably the 
last thing I’d ever see. In a few seconds I would face a 

holy God who would not be happy with most of 
what I did in my life. 

Six years had passed since, after studying 
the Bible, I had come to realize that Jesus is 
the Messiah. I had searched and searched but 
couldn’t find someone willing to baptize me. 

Would God be OK with that?
“Sir, my hand is tired, can I lower my bag?” I 

asked, trying to sound as American as I could.
“You speak English?” the soldier replied.
A few minutes and a couple of radio calls 

later, they apologized to us and set us free.
Six years later, near Tikrit, the birthplace of Saddam 

Hussein, I came across another U.S. Army checkpoint. 
Soldiers searched the 11-passenger minivan I was trav-
eling in from Baghdad to northern Iraq. 

“What are you up to?” the soldier asked. 
“I’m on my way to be baptized. Don’t tell anyone,” 

I said in my usual, playful tone. Hours later, in a hotel 
bathtub, I was baptized into Christ.

WISSAM AL-AETHAWI, a former Iraqi soldier and engineer who grew up 
Muslim, is a Christian missionary to the heavily Arab community of Dearborn, 
Mich. A graduate of Sunset International Bible Institute in Lubbock, Texas, 
he serves on the ministry staff of Sunset Church of Christ in Taylor, Mich., 
southwest of Dearborn. Read “The long road from Baghdad,” Bobby Ross 
Jr.’s profile of Al-Aethawi, at www.christianchronicle.org. 

When I almost died, unbaptized, in Fallujah

In the Word

Wissam Al-Aethawi
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Wissam Al-Aethawi preaches the Gospel to an audience of recent Arab immigrants in Dearborn, Mich.

There are moments when prayer 
doesn’t come easily to our lips.

This is one of those moments.
Hours after the worst mass 

shooting in American history, members 
of The Christian Chronicle’s staff gathered 
with our extended family at Oklahoma 
Christian University to pray in Hartman 
Place, a quiet patch of campus where we 
honor those we have lost and petition God 
for comfort — and purpose — for those 
who remain. “Love, Remember, Write” 
reads a plaque above a sidewalk chalk 
dispenser. Below, someone scrawled the 
words “Pray for Orlando.”

It isn’t an easy prayer. As we watch 
the world’s landmarks light up in 
rainbow colors — in solidarity with 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-

gender community 
after the shooting at 
a gay nightclub — we 
grapple with our own 
internal conflict. 

“Would the souls who 
perished have been 
welcome at our worship 
services?” one of our 
readers asked.

In the weeks before 
the massacre, we prepared a report on 
Title IX nondiscrimination rules and 
universities associated with Churches 
of Christ. Members of the LGBT 
community have placed many of our 
schools on a “shame list” because we 
hold to biblical beliefs on sexuality and 
gender identity. They ask our govern-
ment to revoke eligibility for federal 
student financial aid. 

Regardless of what divides us, none of 
us wants to live in a world characterized 
by this kind of violence, by acts of evil.

As we prayed, we recognized that we 
serve a Lord who lifted people up out 
of pain and violence in an angry world. 

He continues to do that today, as 
evidenced by the countless stories of 
deliverance and redemption we report 
month after month in these pages.

Lord, may we show those with whom 
we disagree that your love is stronger 
than hate, greater than our conflicts and 
able to wash away the sins that divide. 

E D I T O R I A L

A difficult, heartfelt 
prayer for Orlando

‘None of us 
wants to live 

in a world 
characterized 

by this kind 
of violence.’

Now that we 
have just 

concluded our 
Vacation Bible 

School, it is 
time we start 

thinking about 
our Annual 
Seminar.  

The article on 
the right 

introduces you 

to our speaker 
for the seminar 

Islam in Christ’s Eyes  
October 14–16, 2016  

with Wissam Al-Aethawi

Seminar Count-
down

61 days



2016 Contribution
Open & Close 
Building August Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,343 ..............

Last Week August7 4,698 ..........

Total After 32 Weeks 107,000...

August 14:  
Larry & Diane 

August 21:  
Melvin Andersen 

Dorothy 

Hannan

Billy Henshall 

Micheal Estes

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

Prayers for all of the children that came to VBS. 

Pray for our loved ones that are shut-ins. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Noveske:  Novesker@gmail.com 

We had such an amazing time at VBS this past week! 

The children learned the story of Joseph. We all sang 
songs and  got to have wonderful group discussions 
on how God is so good!  We watched skits and even 
got to experience an Egyptian marketplace with Egypt-
ian themed snacks. The kids went to work on their 

handicraft skills in the marketplace such as; jewelry 
making, pottery, and brick making. They played Egypt-
ian games and got to meet an  Egyptian embalmer 
where the kids got measured to know how big their 
sarcophagus would be. We also had special appear-

ances by our local mascot Chicky Baby and Doug the 

Dog. The Metro group brought their mascots Indiana 
Simmons and Marium along with a couple of Italians.  
The skits were so funny, all of the kids were laughing. 
What a blessing to look around at all of the children 
in the rooms with smiles on their faces, and what a 

blessing to get to share the Lord with the children 
from our community in such a fun way. All in all VBS 
went great and we got to know and have fun fellow-
ship with our Christian family from the Portland area. 
God is Sooooo Good!!!

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Praying According to the Bible  
Psalm 146 – In prayer, tell the 
Lord why you will continue to 
praise Him.  

Suggested Good Work  
Pay for someone behind you in a 
drive-thru line.  

Church History  
1886: Death by drowning of 
Joseph M. Scriven, Plymouth 
Brethren hymnwriter, author 
of  the hymn, “What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus.” Because he is 
plagued by failing health, a mea-
ger income, and prolonged de-

pression, his friends suspect his 
death may have been suicide. He 
had spent his life performing me-
nial work for the underprivileged 
and destitute. A man of frequent 
misfortune, his plans for marriage 
had twice been destroyed by 
tragedy: in Ireland, a bride-to-be 
drowned the evening before their 
wedding; in Canada, a second 
fiancée fell ill and died suddenly 
before their scheduled wedding. If 
only he had remembered the 
words of the song he wrote!  
1624: In America during the 17th 
century, the Church of England 
was the Established Church. In 
March, 1624, they decided that 
everyone must attend the services 
of the church on Sunday. If some-
one missed without an allowable 
excuse, he was fined one pound 
of tobacco. If he missed an entire 
month, the fine was fifty pounds. 
A man could only start selling 
again, if he got permission from 
the preacher. However, by 1632, 
the fine had changed from one 
pound of tobacco to one shilling! 
(The Search for the Ancient Order, 
Volume 1, page 1).  

The Wisdom of George Washing-
ton: On Freedom versus Slavery  

“The time is near at hand which 
must determine whether Ameri-
cans are to be free men or slaves.”  
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
by which Christ has made us free, 
and do not be entangled again 
with a yoke of bondage” (Gala-
tians 5.1) 
“For you, brethren, have been 
called to liberty; only do not use 
liberty as an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one 
another” (Galatians 5.13).  

The Danger of Self-Love by Meis-
ter Eckhart  
“Self-love is the root and cause of 
all evil; it snatches away all that is 
good and all that is perfect. There-
fore if the soul is to know God, it 
must also forget itself and lose 
itself. For as long as it sees itself, it 
will not see and know God. But 
when it loses itself for God’s sake 
and leaves all things, then it finds 
itself again in God because God 
dawns upon it—and only then 
does the soul know itself and all 
things in God.”  
As Paul said, “But know this, that 
in the last days perilous times will 
come: For men will be lovers of 
themselves…” (2 Timothy 3.1–2). 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s archaeo-
logical work, especial-

ly Noah’s Ark

Mountain States Chil-
dren’s Home, Longmont, 
Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 
 Jerry Thomas 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com

RUHL’S 
RULES


