
Our History: 
The Savage Street Church of 

Christ began on March 4, 1923 
at 6th and H Streets. After 

sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 
on March 20, 1960. Join us in 
2023 when we celebrate our 

100th anniversary! 

August 20, 2017  

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

From FirstLiberty.org 
America is at the point where student graduation 

speakers are often censored from including reli-
gious content in their speeches. It’s not uncom-
mon to hear about schools discriminating against 
religious clubs because of their faith-based nature 
or restricting student religious expression. 

And this pattern is not limited 
to violations of students’ reli-
gious liberty. First Liberty client 
Joe Kennedy was fired from his 
job as a high school football 
coach over his personal prayers 
after football games. We recent-
ly defended Coach Kennedy’s 
right to pray in federal court 
and are awaiting the decision. 

Many people wonder how 
this could be happening in 
America. And how can we turn 
the tide and create a culture of 
religious freedom in America’s public schools? 

One of the most important ways we can pre-
serve religious freedom is to know our rights, ex-
ercise them, and protect them when challenged. 

Young Americans need to be aware of their 
rights and stand strong when those rights are 

threatened. Below are 4 facts every student should 
know about religious liberty: 

1. Kids do have religious liberty rights while in 
school. 

In Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Communi-
ty School District (1969), the Supreme Court con-
firmed that public school students do not “shed 

their constitutional rights to 
freedom of speech or expres-
sion at the schoolhouse gate.” 
Religious clubs, reading and 
studying religious texts, and 
student prayer are allowed in 
school environments, subject to 
a few guidelines. Students can 
also use religious texts for per-
sonal use or schoolwork when-
ever appropriate to the assign-
ment or situation. 
2. Public schools may not dis-
criminate against religious ex-

pression. 
  Schools may not discriminate against or show 

hostility toward faith. To that end, public schools 
cannot restrict religious speech unless they also 
restrict nonreligious speech, 
and they must treat religious 

4 Facts You Should Know About Religious Liberty in Public Schools 
Make sure your children and grandchildren know their religious freedom rights before they go back to school.

Continued on next page

10:30 Service  

Worship: Offering Up 
Our Gifts  

God has not left us empty-handed, shall 
we approach Him empty-handed?  

Deuteronomy 16.16 

Don Ruhl 

6:00 service  

Listening and Doing  
James1.19–21 

Tim Braden 



speech and similar nonreligious speech equally. 
In contrast, students are free to hold and express 

their religious viewpoints as long as that expres-
sion takes place in an appropriate setting. For ex-
ample, students are not free to share their religious 
viewpoints during a test when talking is prohibited 
or during the teacher’s math lesson. But when a 
student is invited to discuss a topic to which the 
student’s religious viewpoint is relevant or at times 
when students are free to discuss any topics of 
their choice, then students are free to share their 
religious views. 

3. Student-initiated and student-led prayer or 
other religious expression (for example, “Tebow-
ing”) is allowed to the same extent that non-reli-
gious expression is allowed. 

While at extracurricular events, kids who volun-
tarily decide to pray or otherwise express faith 
without any involvement by school employees are 
free to do so to the same extent that other speech 
or expression is allowed. 

In addition, student speakers may pray or in-
clude religious content in their remarks at ex-
tracurricular events if the speech meets certain 
guidelines. This content is allowed if: 

• Speakers are selected by religiously-neutral 
criteria 

• The school does not control the content 

• It’s clear that the student’s speech is his or her 
own private speech 

4. Kids can incorporate their faith in their 
schoolwork as long as the circumstance is appro-
priate. 

As mentioned above, students are free to express 
their faith in their schoolwork as long as that ex-
pression of faith is appropriate to the assignment. 

For example, when sixth-grader Mackenzie 
Fraiser and the rest of her class were assigned to 
compose presentations titled “All About Me,” 
Mackenzie wanted to include a Bible verse, as the 
presentation was supposed to include a slide with 
an “inspirational saying” important to her identity. 
However, the class was told that they could not 
use Bible verses on this slide. 

But after First Liberty sent a letter to the school 
that explained the law and U.S. Department of 
Education guidelines, the school apologized to 
Mackenzie and allowed her to resubmit her 
project with her favorite Bible verse included. 
  It takes commitment, courage, and persistence 

to preserve our religious freedom rights. However, 
as Mackenzie’s story shows, when students and 
their parents take a stand, religious freedom can 
win. 

Make sure the students in your life know these 
facts so that they are empowered to protect their 
religious freedom. Don’t let our religious freedom 
slip away!

Continued from front page

Leadership Training for Christ 

The third through fifth graders will be 
studying the book of 1 Samuel in their 

Bible classes next two quarters. That is the 
book that Leadership Training for Christ 

(LTC) will be using this year. But the class-
es on Sunday and Wednesday are for all 
students that are that age, whether they 
are going to the convention or not. We 

will explore the adventures and struggles 
of Samuel, Saul and David as we prepare 
for Bible Bowl and give the kids ideas for 
their other events like speech, art, pup-

pets, chorus, poetry, etc. Vivien and Kerri 
will be teaching the classes as we look at 

one chapter per class.

Thank you, Phil Joseph, for taking care of 
the duty roster for many years. We ap-
preciate all of your work. 

Love, your Savage Street 

Church of Christ family
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August Activities 
13th: Deacons 
Meeting 
20th: Elders Forum 
22nd: Family 
Fellowship 
27th: Potluck 
30th: Singing 

September Activities 
24th: Potluck 
27th: Singing

FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Romans 1:20



Marie Collier is still trying to regain her strength for 
her heart valve surgery. The doctors have found flu-
id in her lungs, so they are working on getting them 
drained out for the next two weeks. At this time 
surgery has been postponed and her daughters will 
be caring for her for the next two weeks. Please 
keep her in your prayers. 

Pray that there will be an end to public funds being 
used for abortion.  (See announcement in other 
news) 

 

2017 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building August Greeters Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,184 ..................

Last Week August 13 2,674 ...........

Total After 32 Weeks 101,908.......

August 20: 
Kerri Ruhl 

August 27: 
Wayne & Gloriann

No Volunteers
Billy Henshall 

Nash Crisp

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Fall Quarter 
The teaching material for the fall quarter is in the 
office and the fall teaching sign up sheet is in the 
supply room. We are in need of teachers for: 
Sunday   Wednesday 
2’s & 3’s   Cradle Roll 
1st & 2nd graders  5 yrs - 2nd 

Potluck is next week. 

Sign The Petition 
There is a petition on the foyer table that is gath-
ering signatures to prohibit the spending of public 

funds for abortion. This still has a chance of being 
on the ballot. Please sign if you can. 

Attention Families! 
Family Friendship meets this Tuesday, Aug 22nd at 
the Millers’ Ranch in Hugo. Please see Andrea 
Crisp for a printed map/directions. It takes ap-
proximately 15 minutes to get to their place from 
the church building, so plan accordingly to arrive 
at 6:15pm. Dinner is provided! Please wear play 
clothes, as we’ll be painting rocks, and playing in 
the rec room/basketball court. Fun awaits! Thank 
you to the Millers for hosting!

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Wash someone’s car.  

How Do I Get There from 
Here? 
“I am appalled at the aimless-
ness of most people’s lives. Fifty 
percent don’t pay any attention 
to where they are going; forty 
percent are undecided and will 
go in any direction. Only ten 
percent know what they want, 
and even all of them don’t go 
toward it.”  
–Katherine Anne Porter  

“You will become as small as 
your controlling desire, as great 
as your dominant aspiration.”  
–James Allen 

“Whether you think you can or 
think you can’t—you are right.”  
–Henry Ford  

“The world makes way for the 
man who knows where he is 
going.”  
–Ralph Waldo Emerson  

“You cannot push anyone up 
the ladder unless he is willing to 
climb himself.”  
–Andrew Carnegie  

“No one ever accomplishes 
anything of consequence with-
out a goal. Goal-setting is the 
strongest human force for self-
motivation.”  
–Paul Myer  

“While you are dreaming of the 
future or regretting the past, the 
present, which is all you have, 
slips from you and is gone.”  
–Hilaire Belloc  

“We grow by dreams.”  
–Woodrow Wilson  

“To become different from what 
we are, we must have some 
awareness of what we are.”  
–Eric Hoffer  

“It is common sense to take a 
method and try it. If it fails, ad-
mit it frankly and try another. 
But above all, try something.”  
–Franklin D. Roosevelt  

“Be not afraid of going slowly; 
be only afraid of standing still.”  
–Chinese proverb  

“My great concern is not 
whether you have failed, but 
whether you are content with 
your failure.”  
–Abraham Lincoln  

“Give me a stock clerk with a 
goal and I will give you a man 
who will make history. Give me 
a man without a goal and I will 
give you a stock clerk.”  
–J. C. Penney

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


