
Our History: 
The Savage Street Church of 

Christ began on March 4, 1923 
at 6th and H Streets. After 

sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 
on March 20, 1960. Join us in 
2023 when we celebrate our 

100th anniversary! 

August 27, 2017  

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

On August 24th, 410, Alaric and his Visigoth 
armies sacked Rome. The fall of the imperial city 
sent shock waves around the Mediterranean. It 
seemed the world could never be the same again. 
The Biblical scholar Jerome summed up 
the feelings of many when he wrote, 
“My voice sticks in my throat; and, 
as I dictate, sobs choke my utter-
ance. The city which had taken the 
whole world was itself taken…”  

Afterward, pagans blamed Christ-
ian virtues of humility and non-
resistance for the debacle. They 
also said the fall of Rome proved 
Christianity false because Christians 
had died alongside pagans. Fur-
thermore, the supposedly Christ-
ian Visigoths had raped Christ-
ian and pagan women indis-
criminately. Why didn’t God pro-
tect the Christians? Another pagan 
argument was: According to 
Genesis, God would have spared 
Sodom if there had been just ten 
righteous souls in it. Yet Rome 
was a major church center with thousands of 
Christians—yet God allowed it to be ravaged.  

Augustine: A Voice for All Generations travels to 
Fourth Century Rome and Milan to discover how 
and why Augustine became a “Voice for all gener-
ations.”  

Stung by such taunts and allegations, Augustine, 
bishop of Hippo in North Africa, respond-

ed by writing his masterpiece, The City 
of God and the City of Man. Like so 

much of Augustine’s work this book 
broke new ground. It was the 
world’s first teleological history (a 
history showing that events have 
purpose and final destiny).  
Augustine retorted that the bar-
barian invaders had spared most 
of Rome’s churches. Even pa-
gans had found refuge in the 

Christian places of worship. God 
had indeed protected people. At 

any rate, Christians had always suf-
fered and would continue to suffer in 

this world, he said. Christians 
had no special immunity from 
pain or sorrow.  
To the charge that Christian 

non-retaliation was to blame for Rome’s fall, Au-

Rome Fell but The City of God Arose 
By Dan Graves at ChristianHistoryInstitute.org

Continued on next page

10:30 Service  

Worship: Offering 
Up Our Ears  

Speak to God, but listen to Him 

6:00 service  

Be Immoveable: 
Trust in the Lord  

Psalm 125 

Alaric of the Visigoths



gustine retorted that the best pagans had held 
virtue in high esteem. The real cause of imperial 
weakness, he said, was pagan immorality. “Why 
were the gods so negligent as to allow the morals 
of their worshippers to sink to so low a depth?…
why did not those gods…lay down moral precepts 
that would help their devotees to lead a decent 
life?”  

As he saw it, the sack of Rome was but an 
episode in a great war between God’s kingdom 

and humanity’s—the rival cities of God and man. 
It was a war which would last until the end of the 
world. God’s city consisted of those who love him 
and his things. That such a city was not as clearly 
defined now as it should be, he wrote, was be-
cause many who claim to be Christians are not. 
Humanity’s city was the realm of those who hate 
God and love their appetites.  

It took Augustine fourteen years to finish his uni-
versal history. But after The City of God, history 
would never be the same again. 

Continued from front page

Navigating Public Schools  
Becky Bacon, Rick and Rebekah Calvert, Desiree Davis, Scott and Vivien Henshall, Jim and Donna Rich, 
Beverley Hilterbrand, Chris and Tawnya Meyer, Vickie Orr, Traci Peugh, Jennifer and Paige Thomason, 
and Kerri Ruhl: I need you to tell me whether you would like to meet on Sundays at 5:15 PM, October 
1st–December 10th, or Friday nights January–March, 2018, to discuss the book below. Don 

And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord 

Ephesians 6:4



Leadership Training for Christ 

The third through fifth graders will be 
studying the book of 1 Samuel in their 

Bible classes the next two quarters. That is 
the book that Leadership Training for 
Christ (LTC) will use this year. But the 

classes on Sunday and Wednesday are for 
all students, whether they are going to the 

convention or not. We will explore the 
adventures and struggles of Samuel, Saul 
and David as we prepare for Bible Bowl 

and give the kids ideas for their other 
events like speech, art, puppets, chorus, 

poetry, etc. Vivien and Kerri will be teach-
ing the classes as we look at one chapter 

per class.

Senior Saints! 
  Do you have trees that drop leaves on 

your yard every autumn?    

The youth of the church are looking for 

you!  We are organizing a leaf - raking 
Service Day on Sat,  October 7th. 

 Please see Rebekah or Andrea if you’d 

like some FREE help 
with your yard! Don’t 

be shy! You’re providing 
an opportunity for our 
young people to grow 

in service to others! 

Greetings	
Roger and Stella Holley sent their 
greetings to us all. They are spend-

ing the summer in Montana

A big Thank you to Terry and 
Jo Miller for hosting our family 
fellowship Tuesday evening. 
The kids spent the evening 

eating hot dogs, painting rocks, 
playing games, and listening 

for peacocks. What a beautiful 
place to spend the evening 

with our Christian family. It was 
so nice to spend time with the 
Millers. We had such a won-

derful time!! Thank you and we 
love you!

Family Fellowship



August Activities 
27th: Potluck 
30th: Singing 

September Activities 
24th: Potluck 
27th: Singing 

October Activities 
7th: Youth Service Day 
13-15th: Seminar 
25th: Singing 
29th: Potluck 

FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Bible Gems and Minerals



Pray for Scott and Mandi Ridgley. They requested 
prayers for their health. They will be moving to 
Eastern Oregon soon. 

Pray for the people near the Chetco Bar fire, those 
working on the fire and those affected by the fire. 

Pray for Marie Collier. She is still in the hospital try-
ing to regain her strength to have heart valve 
surgery. The doctors found fluid in her lungs, so 
they are working on getting them drained. Her 
daughters are caring for her. 

Prayer Warriors. Please pray for 
your kids as they are about to 
head back to school. 

If you have prayer requests please 
drop them off in the secretary box 
or hand them to me, that way I 
can get them in the bulletin. 
Thank you! -Rebekah 

2017 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building August Greeters Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,115 ..................

Last Week August 20 3,574 ...........

Total After 33 Weeks 102,808.......

August 27: 
Wayne & Gloriann 

September 3: 
Larry & Diane

No Volunteers
Dominic Meyer 

Jacob Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Fall Quarter 
The teaching material for the fall quarter is in the 
office and the fall teaching sign up sheet is in the 
supply room. We are in need of teachers for: 
Sunday   Wednesday 
2’s & 3’s   Cradle Roll 
1st & 2nd graders  5 yrs - 2nd 

Potluck Today! 
Our monthly potluck is today after worship ser-
vices. Please join us for fellowship and a meal. 
Beverly and Coral are graciously hosting today. 

Mountain States Children's Home 
It is time to turn in your change cans for Moun-
tain States Children's Home. The goal is to have 
at least $40 in each can. You can insert checks 
and bills to reach this goal. Pleas bring your cans 
no later than September 10th. Thanks for making 
a huge difference! 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Send a card or handwritten note 
to someone. 

Atheists, God, and Evil  
After Job’s wife told him to curse 
God and die, Job said to her, 
“Shall we indeed accept good 
from God, and shall we not ac-
cept adversity?” (Job 2.10). Simi-
larly, the atheist curses God be-
cause of adversity, calling His 
existence into question, asking, 
“Why does He allow evil to ex-
ist?” However, as Job indicated, 
why doesn’t the atheist ask, 
“Why does God allow good to 
exist?” (In spite of man’s sins.) 
The atheist, like Job’s wife, ac-
cepts good, without giving 
thanks to God for it.  

Church History  
1662: The deadline arrives for 
all British ministers to publicly 
assent to the Book of Common 
Prayer. Two thousand Puritans 

who do not accept this have to 
vacate their pulpits, becoming 
known as non-conformists. 

Goals  
“A goal is a dream with a dead-
line.”  
–Author Unknown 

“A goal without a plan is just a 
wish.”  
–Author Unknown 

“A good goal is like a strenuous 
exercise—it makes you stretch. 
Goals should be slightly out of 
reach to be of maximum value.”  
–Mary Kay Ash  

“If you want to live a happy life, 
tie it to a goal, not to people or 
objects.”  
–Albert Einstein  

“Establishing goals is all right if 
you don’t let them deprive you 
of interesting detours.”  
–Doug Larson  

“Men are most deeply moved 
not by the reaching of the goal, 
but by the grandness of effort 
involved in getting there—or 

failing to get there.”  
–Max Lerner  

“The tragedy of life doesn’t lie in 
not reaching your goal. The 
tragedy lies in having no goal to 
reach.”  
–Benjamin E. Mays  

“Creating a future for ourselves 
is important, but never become 
so focused on your goals that 
the rest of your life goes out of 
focus.”  
–Mardy Grothe  

“Not that I have already at-
tained, or am already perfected; 
but I press on, that I may lay 
hold of that for which Christ Je-
sus has also laid hold of me. 
Brethren, I do not count myself 
to have apprehended; but one 
thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind and 
reaching forward to those things 
which are ahead, I press toward 
the goal for the prize of the up-
ward call of God in Christ 
Jesus.”  
–Paul (Philippians 3.12–14). 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


