
Our History: 
The Savage Street Church of 

Christ began on March 4, 1923 
at 6th and H Streets. After 

sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 
on March 20, 1960. Join us in 
2023 when we celebrate our 

100th anniversary! 

September 10, 2017  

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Several years ago I presented a talk at the 
Apologetics Canada Conference in which I exam-
ined the reaction Bart Ehrman had related to the 
textual variants he found in the Biblical text. As he 
pursued his education over the years and poured 
over the manuscripts of the Bible, he evaluated 
the evidence and eventually decided that Chris-
tianity was false. Ehrman is clearly a very smart 
man, raised in the Church and well educated: 

Bart Ehrman 
Studied at Moody Bible Insti-

tute 
Graduated from Wheaton 

College 
Received his PhD and MDiv 

from Princeton Theological 
Seminary 

Former President of Southeast Region of 
the Society of Biblical Literature 

After reviewing Ehrman’s  academic credentials, 
one can’t help but think he might be right about 
his conclusions related to the evidence. How can 
someone this well-trained be mistaken? Part of the 
explanation, it seems to me, is found in the differ-
ence between evidence and proof. I never tell 

people I can prove the reliability of the New Tes-
tament; instead, I tell them I am happy to share 
the evidence that convinced me of the Bible’s reli-
ability. While evidence is a matter of objective 
truth, proof is in the mind of the evaluator, and 
many of us resist the truth in spite of the evidence. 
I did this for many years. 

I understand now that before I can ever con-
vince someone with evidence, God will have to 

do the work of regenerating the heart 
of my listener. It’s not up to me; 

God’s calling can only be done 
by God Himself. And that’s the 
difference between evidence 
and proof. We can offer evi-

dence all day long: facts about 
eyewitness testimony, archeologi-
cal verification and scientific har-

mony, but none of this will 
serve as proof unless God first 
changes a heart:  

Evidence 
The facts we offer to support our claims of truth 
Proof 
What we infer from the facts offered 

There’s a Difference Between Evidence and Proof 
By J. Warner Wallace 

Continued on next page

10:30 Service  

The Peace of God  
Fury is not in God  

Isaiah 27.2–5  

6:00 service  

Things God the Father 
Cannot Do, Can Do, and 

Will Not Do 



Ehrman may be an excellent example of this, I 
don’t know enough about his personal life or situ-
ation to comment with certainty, but it is interest-
ing that the man he so admired and trusted, his 
mentor at Princeton, Bruce Metzger, was also in-
terested in the evidence of scripture:  

Bruce Metzger 
Received his BA, MA and PhD from Princeton 

Theological Seminary 
Served on the board of the American Bible Soci-

ety and United Bible Societies 
Authored approximately 20 books (including 

one with Ehrman) 
Received the Burkitt Medal for Biblical Studies 

(British Academy) 
President of the Studiorum Novi Testimenti Soci-

etas 
President of the International Society of Biblical 

Literature 
President of the North American Patristic Society 

Metzger had an even higher educational and 
professional pedigree than Ehrman, yet came to a 

very different conclusion about the reliability of 
the New Testament. Metzger is widely considered 
one of the most influential Biblical scholars in his-
tory and he was a committed Christian, ordained 
as a pastor in the Presbyterian Church. When Lee 
Strobel interviewed him at the age of 84 for Lee’s 
book, “The Case For Christ”, Metzger said: 

“I’ve asked questions all my life, I’ve dug into 
the text, I’ve studied this thoroughly, and today I 
know with confidence that my trust in Jesus has 
been well placed. Very well placed.” 

How can Metzger come to such a different con-
clusion than Ehrman? Was he looking at different 
evidence? No. Both men are examining the exact 
same set of facts, yet coming to two very different 
conclusions. How can this be? All of us, as fallen 
humans, are at war with the God who created us. 
All of us have an enmity toward God that must 
first be removed if we are ever going to see the 
evidence clearly. Only God can do such a thing. 
So, while I am always delighted to examine the 
evidence with someone, I recognize that I am 
only one of several means by which God can re-
veal Himself to those He has already called. I am 
prepared to make the case, but only God can turn 
the evidence into proof.
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September Activities 
10th: Deacons 
Meeting 
24th: Potluck 
27th: Singing 

October Activities 
7th: Youth Service 
Day 
13-15th: Seminar 
25th: Singing 
29th: Potluck 

Hurricane Harvey Victims 

Next Sunday we will have a special collection for the 

Hurricane Harvey victims. It will be sent to the 

Churches of Christ Disaster Relief effort in Nash-

ville, Tenn. They are prepared to get the supplies to 

where it is needed the most. You can make your 

check out to the Church of Christ. 
Thank You!!!

FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

John 3:16



Pray for Diana Friesen; that she will have healing 
and relief from her fibromyalgia. 

Continue to pray for and give thanks for all of the 
good things going on at the Chimala Mission. (See 
page 3) 

Hope Michael’s 15 year old great grandson, Colton 
Rund, was involved in a wood splitting accident 
and lost two of his fingers on his right hand. Please 
keep him in your prayers. 

Pray for our kids who just went back to school this 
week. 

2017 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
September 
Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,189 ..................

Last Week September 3, 3,324 ......

Total After 35 Weeks 111,638.......

September 10: 
Gene Tomlinson 

September 17: 
Rick Calvert

No Volunteers
Jacob Noveske 

Dominic Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Just a Reminder 
Please remember either to leave your contribution 
while you are gone or contribute when you return. 

Deacons Meeting Tonight 

Wonderful News! 
Evan Hall was baptized Wednesday, August the 30th 
and will need a ride to services. His phone number is 
541-507-7534 

Mountain States Children’s Home  
Please have your cans turned in today. 

Leadership Training for Christ 

The third through fifth graders will be studying the 
book of 1 Samuel in their Bible classes the next two 
quarters. This is the book that LTC will use this year. 
But the classes on Sunday and Wednesday are for all 
students, whether they are going to the convention or 
not. We will explore the adventures and struggles of 
Samuel, Saul and David as we prepare for Bible Bowl 
and give the kids ideas for their other events like 
speech, art, puppets, chorus, poetry, etc. Vivien and 
Kerri will be teaching the classes as we look at one 
chapter per class. As the third, fourth and fifth graders 
study the book of 1 Samuel this quarter.  We will study 
a new chapter every Sunday and Wednesday. Please 
have your child read the chapter before class so that 
we can discuss it during class. 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Navigating Public Schools  
This class will begin meeting Sunday, October 1st, at 5:15 PM. The following people need to get 
a book from me: Becky Bacon, Rick and Rebekah Calvert, Desiree Davis, Scott and Vivien Hen-
shall, Jim and Donna Rich, Beverley Hilterbrand, Chris and Tawnya Meyer, Vickie Orr, Traci 

Peugh, Jennifer and Paige Thomason, and Kerri Ruhl. Also, some-
one asked me whether they can take the class, even if they do not 
have any connections to public schools right now. Yes you can! 
However, let me know ASAP so that I can order a book for you. You 
can see the cover of the book above. 

Suggested Good Work  
Help an elderly person cross 
the street.  

Thoughts for Your Week  
If God created the earth in six 
days, think of what He can do 
in your life!  

Satan tries to limit your pray-
ing because he knows your 
praying will limit him.  

The Bible is not a bag of trail 
mix. You cannot pick and 
choose what you want to be-
lieve and not believe, nor can 
do pick and choose what you 
want to obey and what you 
want to disobey.  

If you were arrested for being 
a Christian, would there be 

enough evidence to convict 
you?  

It’s best to know Jesus before 
you meet Him. Stop, drop, 
and roll doesn’t work in hell.  

Church History  
September 5, 1774 
The Continental Congress as-
sembled for the first time in 
Philadelphia. After electing its 
president, its first official ac-
tion was to vote to open Con-
gress with prayers. They se-
lected Episcopal preacher Ja-
cob Duché to deliver the in-
vocations, which he did the 
following day. The practice 
continues to the present. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


