
Who Created God?  

By J. Warner Wallace  

What would you say if someone asked, “If you 
think God created everything, who created 
God?” Here is a conversational example of how 
I recently answered this question: 

“Well, when you work criminal investigations, 
you’re always looking for the ultimate cause of 
any crime. So, in the end that, that person who is 
the cause of this crime is the suspect you’re trying 
to identify. So I understand the impulse people 
have when they ask this question. 

But I want to offer this: even as an atheist (I wasn’t 
a theist until I was 35), all of us are looking for the 
first ‘un-caused cause.’ So if I’m an atheist today who 
believes in a primordial, quantum vacuum from which our 
universe came into existence, I would be offering the vacu-
um as the eternal ‘un-caused cause.’ All of us believe in an 
eternal ‘un-caused cause.’ Theists aren’t the only people who 
are arguing for this. The only question is: is the uncaused, 
first cause of the universe personal or impersonal? 

As a Christian, I obviously believe the cause of the universe 
is personal: God. And as a Christian, I hold a very particular 
definition of God. He is the un-caused creator of the uni-
verse. So, to ask a silly question like, “Who caused the un-
caused creator of the Universe” is a bit silly. He is uncaused 
by definition. And once, again, all of us have the same 
dilemma. Whether you’re an atheist or a theist, you are look-
ing for the first, un-caused cause of the universe. I would 
simply argue that, given the nature of our universe (the ap-
pearance of design in the universe and in biology, the exis-
tence of humans who have minds and free-agency, and the 
existence of transcendent, objective moral obligations), the 
best and most reasonable inference for this cause is God. 

So, I do think, in the end, the 
choice is clear. Is the first uncaused, 
cause of the universe personal or 

impersonal? If it’s a personal cause, 
then we’re stuck with a Being very sim-

ilar to what we see described in the 
scripture as God. A transcendent, non-
spatial, immaterial, a-temporal, intel-
ligent Being who is responsible for 
the fine-tuning of the universe, the 
origin of life, the appearance of de-
sign, the existence of mind and free-
agency and the source of all tran-
scendent, moral obligations. That’s 
why I believe Christianity is true, 
and that why I reject the idea that 
the un-caused, first cause of the 
universe is something other than a 
personal God.”
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960



October Activities 

The 14th–16th: Seminar: “Islam in Christ’s 
Eyes”  

The 23rd: Elders/Preacher/Deacons Meet-
ing  

The 30th: Potluck  

The 30th: Annual Contribution for Don 
Iverson’s India Work  

November Activities 

The 20th: Elders/Preacher/Deacons Meet-
ing  

Peter accused Ananias of 
lying to the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 5.3). Then Peter ac-
cused Ananias of lying to 
God (v. 4)? We conclude 
the Spirit is God.  

The Spirit was in the be-
ginning (Gen 1.2). Genesis 
1.26 shows God using a 
plural pronoun, “Then God 
said, ‘Let Us make man in 
Our image, according to 
Our likeness…’” 

Hebrews 9.14 refers to the 
eternal nature of the Spirit. 
This shows that He is un-
created, and that He has a 
trait of deity. T
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Islam in Christ’s Eyes
October 14–16, 2016

Church of Christ  
220 NE Savage Street 
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 
541-476-3100 
GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 
GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com

WISSAM AL-AETHAWI, a former Iraqi soldier and engineer who grew up Muslim, is a Christian missionary to 
the heavily Arab community of Dearborn, Mich. A graduate of Sunset International Bible Institute in Lubbock, 

Texas, he serves on the ministry staff of Sunset Church of Christ in Taylor, Mich., southwest of Dearborn. 

Friday 
 7 pm – Abraham, Muhammad and the Golden Butterfly 
 8 pm – The Evolution of Islam 
Saturday 
 4 pm – Is Allah God?  
 5 pm – Is Isa Jesus?  
 6 pm – Dinner (Provided)  
 7 pm – The Bible, or the Quran?  
  Questions and Answers  
Sunday 
 9:30 am – Islam Myth Buster 
 10:30 am – “I am an Arab, and I am a Christian” 
 6 pm – “For we do not wrestle…”



Two from the Church of Christ in Sudan were taken 
from their churches and thrown into jail. Last 
month, Abdulraheem Kodi and Kuwa Shamal Abu 
Zumam were charged with numerous offenses, in-
cluding waging war against the state, espionage and 
undermining Sudan’s constitutional system. Their 
trial has begun. They could get the death penalty if 
they’re found guilty. They do not fit in with the Is-
lamic vision of the president, and so he seeks to 
eliminate them. Please pray that they are found in-
nocent, and if not, pray that they will glorify God in 
their suffering. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com 

Thank you to all who helped move the tables for 
the carpet cleaning. It sure looks nice. 

LTC 
On Wednesday, October 5, the third through 
sixth graders will begin their study of the book of 
Acts in preparation for LTC Bible bowl. Parents, 
please have your children in that age group read 
Acts chapter one before that evening. For more 
information see Kerri or Vivien. 

Bulletin news 
I am going to be out of town next week on Friday 
so I am going to be doing the bulletin early. If you 
could please send me any information you would 
like to be in the bulletin by Tuesday that would be 
wonderful! Thank you so much - Rebekah 

2016 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

October 
Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,399 ..................

Last Week September 25 2,803 .....

Total After 38 Weeks 129,164.......

October 2: 
Melvin Andersen 

October 9:  
Gene Tomlinson 

Wayne & 
Gloriann 
Duncan

Jacob Noveske 

Billy Henshall

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Donate clothes and toys.  
The Bible on Finances  
“Will a man rob God? Yet you have 
robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way 
have we robbed You?’ In tithes and 
offerings. You are cursed with a curse, 
for you have robbed Me, even this 
whole nation. Bring all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that there may be food 
in My house, and try Me now in this,” 
Says the LORD of hosts, “If I will not 
open for you the windows of heaven 
and pour out for you such blessing 
that there will not be room enough to 
receive it” (Malachi 3.8–10).  
The Wisdom of George Washington: 
On Answering to God  

“While men perform their social du-
ties faithfully, they do all that society 
or the state can with propriety demand 
or expect; and remain responsible 
only to their Maker for their religion, 
or modes of faith, which they may 
prefer to profess.”  
“For none of us lives to himself, and 
no one dies to himself. For if we live, 
we live to the Lord; and if we die, we 
die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we 
live or die, we are the Lord’s” (Romans 
14.7–8).  
Henry Drummond on God Speaking  
“When God speaks he speaks so loud-
ly that all the voices of the world seem 
dumb. And yet when God speaks he 
speaks so softly that no one hears the 
whisper but yourself. Today, perhaps, 
the Lord is turning and looking at you. 
Right where you are, your spirit is far 
away just now, dealing with some sin, 
some unbearable weight; and God is 
teaching you the lesson himself—the 
bitterest, yet the sweetest lesson of 
your life, in heartfelt repentance. Stay 
right where you are. Don’t return into 
the hustle and bustle of life until the 
Lord has also turned and looked on 
you again, as he looked at the thief 
upon the cross, and until you have 
beheld the ‘glory of the love of God in 
the face of Jesus.’”  
Found on a wrapping paper in the 
Ravensbrück concentration camp. 
“Lord, remember not only the men 
and women of good will, but also 

those of ill will. But do not remember 
all the suffering they have inflicted 
upon us. Remember rather the fruits 
we brought, thanks to this suffering: 
our comradeship, our loyalty, our hu-
mility, the courage, the generosity, the 
greatness of heart that has grown out 
of this. And when they come to judg-
ment, let all the fruits we have borne 
be their forgiveness.”  
Augustine on God Working in People’s 
Lives  
“I certainly declared…that God, by his 
grace turns men’s wills to the true faith 
when they are not only averse to it, 
but actually adverse.”  
“And you He made alive, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins…” (Eph-
esians 2.1).  
“It’s Your Universe”?  
Time Magazine has a series of pod-
casts (Time.com/Podcasts), titled, It’s 
Your Universe. This is also reminded 
me of the ending of 2010: Odyssey 
Two (The sequel to 2001: A Space 
Odyssey), when the supernatural 
forces at work in the movie, consume 
Jupiter and send out this message: 
“ALL THESE WORLDS ARE YOURS 
EXCEPT EUROPA ATTEMPT NO 
LANDING THERE.” The title of Time’s 
series and the ending of that movie, 
struck me, because Psalm 115.16 says, 
“The heaven, even the heavens, are 
the LORD’S; but the earth He has giv-
en to the children of men.” 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s archaeo-
logical work, especial-

ly Noah’s Ark

Mountain States Chil-
dren’s Home, Longmont, 
Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 
 Jerry Thomas 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com

RUHL’S 
RULES


