
By Ron Stullenbarger 
The claim is often made that the Founders intended to 
banish God from the public square. They say Chris-
tianity and reason are in conflict. These claims are 
ironic, since the Founders said our 
rights come from the Creator. And the 
Founders had an attraction for the writ-
ings of John Locke, and one of his 
books was The Reasonableness of 
Christianity. 

Samuel Adams reflected the 
common notion that “the laws of 
nature and of nature’s God” were in 
harmony when he said, “‘Thou 
shall do no injury to thy neighbor,’ 
is the voice of nature and reason, 
and it is confirmed by written reve-
lation.” 

In 1793, President Washington 
wrote to a church in Baltimore: 
“We have abundant reason to re-
joice that in this Land the light of 
truth and reason has triumphed over 
the power over the power of bigotry and supersti-
tion, and that every person may here worship 
God according to the dictates of his own hearts.” 

There was no perceived conflict between faith 
and rational thought. 

Our fourth president, James Madison, a key 
architect of The Constitution, said, “Religion, or 

the duty we owe to our Creator, and 
manner of discharging it, can be 
directed only by reason and convic-
tion, not by force or violence. . . .” 
Again, faith and reason worked in 
tandem. 
But what about the schools and the 
idea that religion—really Christiani-
ty—was unwelcome to our nation’s 
settlers and Founders? Education for 
the masses began in earnest in 
America with the Puritans in Boston 
in the 1640s when they passed 
“The Old Deluder Satan Act.” They 
said it was one of the chief goals of 
“that old deluder Satan” to keep 
people in darkness by keeping them 
from the word of God. Therefore, 

they would establish schools so the children can 
be able to read for themselves. The Bible gave 
birth to the forerunners of the public schools. 

Our History: 
The Savage Street Church of 

Christ began on March 4, 1923 
at 6th and H Streets. After 

sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 
on March 20, 1960. Join us in 
2023 when we celebrate our 

100th anniversary! 
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10:30 Service  

The Atoning Death of 
Christ on the Cross  

Leviticus 16 

6:00 service  

The Cry of a Sinner  
What you will find when you 

cry to the Lord  

Psalm 130 



In one way or another, the Bible was the chief 
textbook in colonial America. As many of the 
Founders learned their ABCs, they were taught 
biblical doctrines in The New England Primer: 
“A-In Adam’s fall, we sinner all. B-Thy life to 
mend, this book [the Bible] attend. C-Christ cru-
cified, for sinner’s died.” John Hancock, John 
Adams, Samuel Adams, Ben Franklin, Roger 
S h e r m a n — t h e y 
were all weaned 
on this. 

In 1787 (under 
the Art ic les of 
Con fede ra t ion ) 
and then rea f-
firmed in 1790 
(under The Consti-
t u t i o n ) , t h e 
Founders passed 
the Northwest Ordinance. The whole point of this 
legislation was that as new territories were con-
verted into states, they sought conformity to a few 
basic principles. Article III of the Northwest Or-
dinance mentions schooling. What did the 
Founders think about education or its content? 
Were the schools to be “religion free zones”? 

In their own words, the same men who gave 
us the First Amendment, which today is often be-

ing distorted as to exclude any Christian expres-
sion in the public arena wrote: “Religion, morali-
ty, and knowledge, being necessary for good 
government and the happiness of mankind, 
schools and the means of education shall forever 
be encouraged.” In a day when 99.8% of people 
were professing Christians—granted, not all pro-
fessors are possessors—when they said religion, 
they meant Christianity. 

Why should chil-
dren go to school, 
according to our 
nation’s Founders? 
They were to go to 
learn about God 
and about morali-
ty—and knowl-
edge too. Today, 
we have it exactly 
opposi te! Rel i-

gion, specifically Christianity, is treated in too 
many public schools as if it is illegal to be ex-
pressed. Stories like this are commonplace. 

Yet our second president, John Adams, in his 
Inaugural Address, spoke positively of “a venera-
tion for the religion of a people who profess and 
call themselves Christians.” He said, “A decent 
respect for Christianity [is] among the best rec-
ommendations for the public service.”
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October Activities 
22,29: (Navigating 
Public Schools Class 
5:00) 
25th: Singing 
29th: Potluck 

November Activities 
11th: Family 
Fellowship Youth 
Service Day 
26th: Potluck 
29th: Singing 
12,19,26: 
(Navigating Public 
Schools Class 5:00)

FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Isaiah 55:8-9

Have you prayed for your kids this week? 



Faye Archer has a Diverticulitis flare up. 

Pray for Mary Mabry, manager at Evangel, who has 
kidney cancer in her liver. 

Pray for Brad Holm who had a seizure in San Anto-
nio and is hospitalized there. He is home now. 

Pray for Chris Meyer that his back pain may sub-
side. 

Pray for Becky Bacon; she will be traveling to the 
east coast October 15th-25th. Also please pray that 
her husband will accept Christ. 

2017 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
October 
Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,107 ..................

Last Week October 15, 3,169 .......

Total After 40 Weeks 124,317.......

October 22: 
Kerri Ruhl 

October 29: 
Wayne & Gloriann

No Volunteers
Dominic Meyer 

Jacob Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Thank you 
A big thank you to all who helped with our seminar by 
bringing food and drinks and to all who set up and 
served the dinner. You are appreciated! It was enjoyed 
by all of us and our guests. 

Wonderful News! 
Congratulations to Kevin Michael and his family. On 
Oct. 14, Carson and Lisa Michael had twin boys, 
Xavier and Zander. They are doing well and came 
home Wednesday. Hope is the happy Great Grand-
mother! 

Special Contribution 
Our annual special contribution for brother Don Iver-
son’s work in India is November 19th. 

Note from Letha Blythe: 
"Randall (son) and I set out 100 red and white bulbs 
that will bloom in the spring.  It is an early birthday 
gift from me to him.  I stayed 3 days and nights with 
my daughter, Juanita, last week.  She lives near Boring, 
OR.  Her 7 yr old grandson, Marley, likes to play 'Go 
Fish' and 'Old Maid' with me.  Next week I’ll be visit-
ing my daughter, Novata, for 3 days and nights.  I miss 
all of you at church there in GP." 
  

Fall Back 
Revert to normal time first Sunday 
in November.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Suggested Good Work  
Pay for the coffee for the person 
behind you.  

New Start Time for Navigating 
Public Schools  
We now begin at 5:00 PM.  

The Great and the Small  
“But in God’s kingdom the pres-
ence of the greatest does not de-
press the small. Redeemed Man is 
still man.” – J.R.R. Tolkien  

Speakers on Wednesday  
Please keep your messages short. 
Everyone has already sat through 
45 minutes of class, and the fami-
lies with school-age children like 
to get home as early as they can.  

No Answer  
“When I lay these questions before 
God I get no answer. But a rather 
special sort of ‘No answer.’ It is not 
the locked door. It is more like a 
silent, certainly not uncompassion-
ate, gaze. As though he shook his 
head not in refusal but waiving the 
question. Like, ‘Peace, child; you 

don’t understand.’ Can a mortal ask 
questions which God finds unan-
swerable? Quite easily, I should 
think. All nonsense questions are 
unanswerable. How many hours 
are there in a mile? Is yellow 
square or round? Probably half the 
questions we ask—half our great 
theological and metaphysical prob-
lems—are like that.” – C.S. Lewis  

Is Happiness a Mere Feeling?  
“The current understanding of 
happiness identifies it as a pleasur-
able feeling. Pleasant feelings are 
surely better than unpleasant ones, 
but the problem today is that peo-
ple are obsessively concerned with 
feeling happiness; people are 
slaves to their feelings. Feelings are 
wonderful servants but terrible 
masters.” –J. P. Moreland  

Pleasant Things and Unpleasant 
Things  
“The settled happiness and security 
which we all desire, God with-
holds from us by the very nature of 
the world: but joy, pleasure, and 
merriment, he has scattered broad-
cast. We are never safe, but we 

have plenty of fun, and some ec-
stasy. It is not hard to see why. The 
security we crave would teach us 
to rest our hearts in this world and 
oppose an obstacle to our return to 
God: a few moments of happy 
love, a landscape, a symphony, a 
merry meeting with our friends, a 
bath or a football match have no 
such tendency. Our Father refresh-
es us on the journey with some 
pleasant inns, but will not encour-
age us to mistake them for home.” 
– C. S. Lewis  

Why Blaspheme God?  
When someone asked Polycarp to 
curse Christ, this preacher of the 
early church responded, “Eighty-six 
years have I served him, and he 
has never done me any harm. How 
could I blaspheme my King and 
Savior?”  

Neither Saint Nor Sinner?  
Credence Clear Water Revival 
sang, “I’m no sinner, but I ain’t no 
saint,” undoubtedly expressing 
what most people think of them-
selves. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


