
James Garfield, the 20th president of the United 
States, was a Gospel minister, thus clearly con-
tradicting today’s errant notion that religious 
leaders are not to be involved with civil govern-
ment. Sadly, few know much about Garfield part-
ly because of the deliberate secularization of 
American history but also because of 
his short presidency. 

Garfield was born in Ohio in 1831
—the last president to be born in a log 
cabin. He grew up working on the 
family farm before going to work on a 
canal boat at age 16. An 1881 biogra-
phy recounts an occasion when he 
unexpectedly fell into the river: 

James was awakened out of a 
very sound sleep…He began to 
uncoil a rope to steady the boat 
through a lock it was approaching. 
The rope caught somehow on the edge of 
the deck and resisted several pulls that he 
made to extricate it. At last it yielded but, 
in the rebound, sent him headlong over 
the bow into the water…Death seemed 

inevitable. Fortunately his hand seized the 
rope in the darkness…and he drew him-
self, hand over hand, upon deck…‘What 
saved me that time? It must have been 
God. I could not have saved myself’…
During the time that he was thus reflecting 

he was trying to throw the rope so 
that it would catch in the crevice. 
Again and again he coiled the rope 
and threw it; but it would neither 
kink nor catch…It was but a few 
weeks after the last immersion be-
fore James was quite severely at-
tacked by ague, a disease that pre-
vailed somewhat in that region…
The captain settled with James…
and James started for home…As he 
drew near the house, he could see 
the light of the fire through the 
window…Looking in at the win-

dow, he beheld her [his mother] kneeling 
in the corner, with a book open in the 
chair before her…her eyes were turned 
heavenward; she was praying. He listened 
and he distinctly heard, “Oh, turn unto 
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me, and have mercy upon me! Give Thy 
strength unto Thy servant, and save the son 
of Thine handmaid!” 
His mother's statement struck his heart, but it 

was two years later in 1850 before he became a 
Christian.  

Throughout his life, Garfield was involved in 
multiple career fields. He was self-taught in law, 
served as a Union military general in the Civil 
War, and was a member of the House of Repre-
sentatives (where he was a key leader in passing 
numerous civil rights bills to secure racial equali-
ty), and he also served as an ordained minister 
during the Second Great Awakening. 

One of the many unique items related to 
James Garfield in the WallBuilders’ collection is 
an 1858 letter in which Garfield recited details 
from a series of services he preached: 

We have just closed our meeting with 
happy results. There were 34 addition[s]. 
31 by immersion…I have spoken 19 dis-
courses in our meeting here. 

President James Garfield was inaugurated 
president on March 4, 1881, and later that year 
on July 2, he was shot by an assassin. The doctors 
were unable to find and remove the bullet, and 

on September 19, 1881, he finally succumbed to 
the complications related to the medical treat-
ment. (Interestingly, Alexander Graham Bell at-
tempted unsuccessfully to find the bullet using a 
metal detector.) 

Garfield reminded citizens of the important 
role they played in keeping American govern-
ment healthy and strong, telling Americans: 

[N]ow more than ever before, the peo-
ple are responsible for the character of 
their Congress. If that body be ignorant, 
reckless, and corrupt, it is because the 
people tolerate ignorance, recklessness, 
and corruption. If it be intelligent, brave, 
and pure, it is because the people demand 
these high qualities to represent them in 
the national legislature…[I]f the next cen-
tennial does not find us a great nation…it 
will be because those who represent the 
enterprise, the culture, and the morality of 
the nation do not aid in controlling the 
political forces. 

The life of President James A. Garfield should 
be an inspiration to Americans today, especially 
to Christians and Americans of faith.  

President Garfield was a preacher and elder in the Church of Christ, DR. 
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God Made. 

Adam bit. 

Noah arked. 

Abraham split. 

Joseph ruled. 

Jacob fooled. 

Bush talked. 

Moses balked. 

Pharaoh plagued. 

People walked. 

Sea divided. 

Tablets guided. 

Promise landed. 

Saul freaked. 

David peeked. 

Prophets warned. 

Jesus born. 

God walked. 

Love talked. 

Anger crucified. 

Hope died. 

Love rose. 

Spirit flamed. 

Word spread. 

God remained.
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October Activities 
29th: Potluck 

November Activities 
11th: Family 
Fellowship Youth 
Service Day 
19th: Deacons 
Meeting 

19th: Special 
Contribution for Don 
Iverson 
26th: Potluck 
29th: Singing 
12,19,26: (Navigating 
Public Schools Class 
5:00)
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Some Places  
Jesus Visited



Pray for Terry Goss; he has liver cancer. (relative of 
Tim Braden) 

Pray for Jim Waldron and Don Iverson as they work 
to win Indian hearts for the Lord!  (reference to 
postcard from India) 

Faye Archer has a Diverticulitis flare up. 

Pray for Mary Mabry, manager at Evangel, who has 
kidney cancer in her liver. 

2017 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
October 
Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,238 ..................

Last Week October 22, 1,926 .......

Total After 41 Weeks 132,768.......

October 29: 
Wayne & Gloriann 

November 5: 
Larry & Diane

No Volunteers
Nash Crisp 

Dominic Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Potluck Today 
Come and eat a potluck meal with us today after 
services.  

Friendly Reminder 
Please remember to leave your contribution or 
make it up when you cannot be here. This way we 
can continue our commitments and pay our bills.  

Family Fellowship 
Could you lend a rake?  
Our youth are doing a Leaf raking day on 
Saturday, Nov 11th, and we'd love to 
have a rake for each person. Please la-
bel your rake and bring it to the church 

building before Nov 11th. 

Special Contribution 
Our annual special contribution for brother Don 
Iverson’s work in India is November 19th. 

Books 
There are some books from Karen Calvert on the 
back table in the fellowship hall.  

Deacons Meeting November 19th 
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mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Help a lost tourist find his or her 
way.  

Meditation Tips  
It is important to meditate daily, 
even day and night as the Scrip-
ture says.  

But his delight is in the law 
of the LORD,  

And in His law he meditates 
day and night.  

(Psa 1.2).  

This Book of the Law shall 
not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate in it 
day and night, that you may 
observe to do accord- ing to 
all that is written in it. For 
then you will make your 
way prosperous, and then 
you will have good success 
(Jos 1.8).  

Find a regular time and place to 
meditate. This will help develop 

a habit, causing you to long for 
it and to feel deprived if you 
miss it. You will be like David in 
Psalm 63.1–2:  

O God, You are my God;  
Early will I seek You;  
My soul thirsts for You;  
My flesh longs for You  
In a dry and thirsty land  
Where there is no water.  
So I have looked for You in 

the sanctuary,  
To see Your power and 

Your glory.  

Remember why daily 
meditation is important. 
It is during these times 
that God is teaching you 
about life.  

Speakers on Wednesday  
Please keep your mes-
sages short. Everyone has 
already sat through 45 
minutes of class, and the 
families with school-age 
children like to get home 
as early as they can.  

Living in Peace  
“Go, and fear not. Be not 
bitter against anyone. Be 

not angry if you are wronged. 
Forgive. Be reconciled with 
everyone you know. If you are 
penitent, you love. And if you 
love, you are of God. All things 
are atoned for, all things are 
saved by love. Love is such a 
priceless treasure that you can 
redeem the whole world by it, 
and expiate not only your own 
sins but the sins of others.” – 
Fyodor Dostoyevsky

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


