
Charles Martel Defeats the Saracens at Poitiers 
From Christian History Institute 

CHARLES was the illegitimate son of Pepin of Herstal, 
master of Gaul, but he did not let his birth become an 
obstacle to success. After Pepin’s death, his wife Plec-
trude imprisoned Charles. Under her rule, tribes that 
Pepin had controlled revolted. During the troubles 
that followed, Charles escaped, battled en-
emies on every side, placed a king from 
the Merovingian dynasty on the throne, 
overthrew Plectrude, named himself Mayor 
of the Palace, and became lord of Western 
Europe.  

Meanwhile Muslims, having conquered 
most of the formerly Christian lands of the 
Mideast, North Africa, and Spain, set their 
sights on France. Led by Abderrahman, 
they defeated Duke Eudes of Aquitaine and 
headed toward Tours, seeking plunder. 
Charles hurried to save the city.  

According to a Muslim account, 
Charles did not arrive on time: “Abderrah-
man and his host attacked Tours to gain 
still more spoil, and they fought against it 
so fiercely that they stormed the city almost 
before the eyes of the army that came to 
save it; and the fury and the cruelty of the 
Moslems towards the inhabitants of the city were like 
the fury and cruelty of raging tigers.” That same author 
also reported the Muslim defeat. “It was manifest that 
God’s chastisement was sure to follow such excesses; 

and Fortune thereupon turned her back upon the 
Moslems.”  

In October 732, Charles met the invaders near 
Poiters. The Muslims were mounted, and their cavalry 
employed stirrups. The Franks were on foot. Neverthe-

less, they were able to stand against the 
horsemen. At evening, the battle was a 
stalemate.  
The next morning the Muslims seemed on 
the verge of victory, breaking through the 
French lines and almost reaching Charles. 
However, a rumor flew about that their 
loot was being plundered and many war-
riors dashed off to protect their spoils. The 
Franks cut down Abderrahman. Without 
their leader, the Muslims lost heart and 
fled, suffering heavy losses.  
Many historians believe that this battle pre-
served Christendom. Although much of 
Europe was still pagan, Christianity had 
taken hold in parts, and Charles’ victory 
ensured that mission work could go for-
ward. Muslims would raid again from 
Iberia, but never presented as much of a 

threat as they did at Tours. Because of his 
many victories, Charles earned the nickname 
“Martel,” meaning “hammer.” His descendants held 
great power in Europe, most notably Charlemagne, 
who founded the Holy Roman Empire. 

Our History: 
The Savage Street Church of 

Christ began on March 4, 1923 
at 6th and H Streets. After 

sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 
on March 20, 1960. Join us in 
2023 when we celebrate our 

100th anniversary! 
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

10:30 Service  

Three Principles of Faith 
James 2.14–19  

Tim Braden

6:00 service  

Making Our Lives Pure 
for the Glory of God 

2 Corinthians 4.4–6 

Tim Braden



November Activities 
11th: Family 
Fellowship Youth 
Service Day 
19th: Deacons 
Meeting 
19th: Special 
Contribution for Don 
Iverson 
26th: Potluck 

29th: Singing 
12,19,26: (Navigating 
Public Schools Class 
5:00) 

December 
Activities: 
27th: Singing 
31st: Potluck
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Psalm 139:23-24



Prayers for the continuing recovery of Dave Fitzwa-
ter. He was hospitalized two weeks ago due to high 
blood pressure. 

Pray for Paul and Dorothy as they continue to lov-
ingly care for Wouida Curtis.  

"Previously I had asked for prayers for one of my 
students because she had thyroid cancer. She had 
her thyroid removed and had radiation and was do-
ing well, but now the cancer is back. She is sched-
uled for more radiation, but please pray for her. Her 
name is Brigett Odell. She is 18." (Kerri Ruhl) 

2017 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
September 
Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,237 ..................

Last Week October 29, 3,216 .......

Total After 42 Weeks 135,984.......

November 5: 
Larry & Diane 

November 12: 
Gene Tomlinson

No Volunteers
Jacob Noveske 

Dominic Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Family Fellowship 
A friendly reminder about our youth raking day. Please 
meet at the building at 9:00. After raking, we'll head 
over to McDonald's and finish with a healthy lunch. 
Please bring as many rakes as you can. You can place 
them in Nathan's old office. 

Can you lend a rake?   
Our youth will be serving others by raking their leaves 
this Saturday. We would love it if they each had their 
own rake to work with. If you have one or two that we 
might be able to borrow could you please bring them 
to the building by Saturday. Also, please have your 
name labeled on the rake so we can get them back to 
their proper owners. Thank you Bunches!!!! 

We received a note that Thelma Williams passed away 
on October 9. Thelma and Millard were members here 
for many years. She was living in a small care home in 
Washington, near her daughter Joy. The families ad-
dress is on the foyer bulletin board if anyone would 
like to send a card. 

Special Contribution 
Our annual special contribution for brother Don Iver-
son’s work in India is November 19th. 

Deacons Meeting November 19th 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Give a generous tip to your food 
server.  

Meditation Tips (From Feb. 
2001, The Bible Meditator) 
✓Learn to see your daily time in 
the Scriptures and in prayer as 
the foundation for building your 
life or the skeleton upon which 
the body of your life is built. The 
effect of this is demonstrated in 
the life of Christ. After fasting 
forty days and nights, Jesus con-
fronted the devil with Scripture. 
The devil fled from Jesus be-
cause the devil knew that Jesus 
believed and lived by what He 
was quoting (Luke 4.1–13). Be-
fore Jesus chose the apostles, He 
spent all night in prayer (Luke 
6.12–13). Before suffering the 
agonies of the cross, He was in 
the Garden of Gethsemane 
praying (Mark 14.32–42).  

✓Sin begins in the heart. As 
God said after the global flood: 

“And the LORD smelled a 
soothing aroma. Then the LORD 
said in His heart, ‘I will never 
again curse the ground for 
man’s sake, although the imagi-
nation of man’s heart is evil 
from his youth; nor will I again 
destroy every living thing as I 
have done’” (Gen 8.21). Pre-
venting the imagination from 
being filled with evil is a good 
reason for daily devotionals. 
Push the evil out of your heart 
by filling it with the thoughts of 
God. Psalm 119.11 explains 
that having the word in our 
hearts keeps us from sinning. 
Meditation is the best way to get 
God’s word into the heart. The 
earlier we start in life, the better, 
because as the Lord says in our 
text, this problem of imagining 
evil starts in our youth.  

✓Practice today watching what 
your imagination does. You will 
see how easily evil finds a place 
in the heart. Then make a de-

termined effort to fill your heart 
with good that comes from 
thinking God’s thoughts after 
Him. When you meditate in the 
Scriptures, this is what you are 
doing.  

✓Meditation prepares you for 
life. Think of what Job suffered 
(the loss of his wealth, health, 
children, community respect 
and other things), but he made 
it through because he had medi-
tated on God’s word (Job 
23.12). Sports teams, business-
es, militarys all succeed be-
cause they prepare to succeed. 
When adversity hits them, they 
know what to do. Daily medita-
tion will do the same for you.  

Speakers on Wednesday  
Please keep your messages 
short. Everyone has already sat 
through 45 minutes of class, 
and the families with school-age 
children like to get home as ear-
ly as they can. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


