
God Bless America, America Bless God 

According to Acts 14, God is responsible for the food 
of America. This is why many Americans give thanks 
before meals and why we have a special day on the 
fourth Thursday of November, called Thanksgiving. Paul 
explained to a group of people who were about to wor-
ship him that they should not do it, “Men, why are you 
doing these things? We also are men with the same na-
ture as you, and preach to you that you should turn 
from these useless things to the living 
God, who made the heaven, the 
earth, the sea, and all things that 
are in them, [including nations 
such as America, as seen next] 
who in bygone generations al-
lowed all nations to walk in 
their own ways. Nevertheless 
He did not leave Himself 
without witness, in that He did 
good, gave us [America and 
other nations] rain from heav-
en and fruitful seasons, fill-
ing our hearts with food and 
gladness” (Acts 14.14–17).  

God is responsible for the gov- ernment of 
America, even down to who is president,  “…the Most 
High rules in the kingdom of men, gives it to whomever 
He will, and sets over it the lowest of men” (Dan 4.17). 
Do you think the words of Daniel apply to Babylon 

alone? They certainly would be true of Israel, but Baby-
lon was far more anti-God than any of us imagine 
America being.  

Therefore, we say, “God bless America,” meaning that 
He has blessed America and we need Him to continue 
to bless America. 

It is not only critical to the health of any 
nation, including America, 
to acknowledge that God 
blesses America, but that 
then America or any na-

tion, bless God, as it is 
written, “Blessed is the nation 

whose God is the LORD, the people 
He has chosen as His own 

inheritance” (Psalm 33.12). And again, “Happy 
are the people who are in such a state; happy are 

the people whose God is the LORD!” (Psalm 144.15).  

What are you doing to bless God as an American? 
Are you even a Christian? Do you know that be-
ing a Christian is far more important than being 

an American? America shall perish, but the Kingdom 
composed of Christians, “…shall never be destroyed; 
and the kingdom [of God] shall not be left to other 
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” (Daniel 2.44).  

Becoming a Christian is the best thing for America, for 
then you are the salt of America and the light of the 
land we love. DR 

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960
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The Spirit Dwells in Us!  

Remember that the Spirit 
is a being, and that He is 
God.  

Yet, He dwells in us.  

In addition to the pas-
sages to the left, the fol-
lowing also speak of His 
dwelling in Christians: 
Rom 8.9; 1Co 6.19; 1Th 
4.8.  

Note Paul had to reveal 
to them the Spirit’s in-
dwelling. We cannot know 
His dwelling by human 
reasoning or feelings, but 
by God’s declaration. T
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December Activities 
The 18th: Elders/Preacher/Deacons Meeting 

The 18th: LTC Workshop After Sunday Services 

The 23rd: Adult Holiday Gathering At The Hannans

Attention: All who are involved in LTC 

There will be a LTC workshop on December 18th af-

ter Sunday morning services. Pizza and beverages 
will be provided. The purpose of the workshop is to 
inform everyone about what is going on before LTC 

and what we all need to do to be prepared for LTC.  
Please let Dan know how many people in your family 

will be attending the workshop so there will be 
enough pizza, and if anyone would like to request a 

special pizza please contact Dan.  

VBS 

Would you be interested in directing VBS 2017? Usu-
ally held in July, this very important ministry is one of 

our congregation’s biggest local outreaches. This 4-5 
night event attracts MANY local children and their 
families, including Savage Street’s own wonderful 

kids! Material is purchased and help from the congre-
gation is a sure thing! Please consider talking to 

Michael or Andrea Crisp or an elder to see what all is 
involved. 



PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Congratulations 
Phil & Shirley celebrated their 64th wedding an-
niversary November 21st. 

So Blessed!! 
We are so blessed to have Don and Kerri Ruhl; 
they have been here for 14 years. Don celebrated 
his birthday on December 1st and Kerri will be 
celebrating hers on the 12th of December. We 
love you both so very much. Thank you for all 
you do for the Savage Street Congregation. 

Winter Teaching Quarter 
Winter term starts today we are still in some need 
of some teachers. Sunday: 4-k, 1st & 2nd graders, 
and the high school class. Wednesday: Cradle 
roll, 2-4yrs, 5-2nd grade, and Jr. high/ high 
school. The teaching supplies are in the office. 

Upcoming 
Adult Holiday Gathering at the Hannan's house. 
Friday December 23rd. 

2016 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

December 
Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,363 ..................

Last Week November 27, 2,610 ....

Total After 47 Weeks 158,071.......

December 4: 
Rick Calvert 

December 11:  
Kerri Ruhl 

Nash Crisp 

Dominic Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  

Pray for your brothers and sisters in 
Christ world-wide who are perse-
cuted for their faith.  

The Bible on Finances  

“No one can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be 
loyal to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon [money]” (Matthew 
6.24).  

The Wisdom of George Wash-
ington: On Changing the Con-
stitution  

“If in the opinion of the people the 
distribution or modification of the 
constitutional powers be in any 
particular wrong, let it be correct-
ed by an amendment in the way 
which the Constitution designates, 
but let there be no change by 
usurpation; for though this in one 
instance may be the instrument of 
good, it is the customary weapon 
by which free governments are de-
stroyed.”  

As Paul once affirmed about the 
church, but it should also be true 
in government and in a civil soci-
ety, “Let all things be done decent-
ly and in order” (1 Corinthians 
14.40).  

The Wisdom of Augustine: On 
Why We Fall for Licentiousness  

“It was no wonder that I was thus 
carried toward vanity and was es-
tranged from thee, O my God, 
when men were held up as models 
to me who…[could] tell of their 
own licentiousness and be ap-
plauded for it, so long as they did 
it in a full and ornate oration of 
well-chosen words.”  

Christmas and New Year’s Day 
on Sundays  

In 2011, several churches, includ-
ing some of the largest in Grants 
Pass cancelled their worship ser-
vices. This year again Christmas 
falls on a Sunday, and New Year’s 
Day falls on the first Sunday of 
2017.  

As you know, we never cancel ser-
vices. Therefore, be on the alert for 
inviting family and friends who 
may go to those churches, and in-
vite them to join us on those two 
Sundays. Also, we are going to do 
some advertising, encouraging 
people who belong to those 
churches to join us on those two 
days.  

Use Airplane Mode  

If you must have your cell phone 
with you, try putting it in Airplane 
Mode rather than just muting it, 
because Airplane Mode will pre-
vent messages of any kind from 
coming in or from going out. On 
mute, you will still get the mes-
sages, and if you use your phone 
for your Bible, then you will be 
tempted to start reading them, or 
checking to see who called. Wor-
ship without distraction. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s archaeo-
logical work, especial-

ly Noah’s Ark

Mountain States Chil-
dren’s Home, Longmont, 
Colorado
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