
10:30 Service  

“Poetry in Action”  
How did we go from being dead to 

being God’s poetry in action?  

Ephesians 2.1–10 

6:00 service  

“Why Should the 
Secularists Say, Where Is 

Their God?”  
Psalm 115 

The Glorious Beauty of God 
Revelation 1.9–18 
John had experienced tribulation (Rev 1.9), having 
been exiled for preaching God’s word about Jesus. 
Nevertheless as verse 10a shows 
John maintained a heart of devo-
tion to the Lord, being in the 
Spirit (Rev 1.10).  
Then he heard a loud voice be-
hind him (Rev 1.10), and he 
heard someone saying, “I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the First 
and the Last…What you see, 
write in a book…” (Rev 1.11).  
John turned and saw a magnifi-
cent sight, seeing first seven 
golden lampstands (Rev 1.12), 
and he saw, “in the midst of the 
seven lampstands One like the 
Son of Man, clothed with a gar-
ment down to the feet and girded 
about the chest with a golden 
band” (Rev 1.13). This being 
looked like a man and yet there 
is a glory about Him that John 
pictures as though this Man is 
God. The Man’s clothing shows 
Him to be heavenly.  
The man had head and hair like white like wool, with 
eyes like a flame of fire; feet like fine brass, His voice as 
the sound of many waters (Rev 1.14–15).  

Verse 16 magnifies the majestic appearance, for He 
had in His right hand seven stars, a sharp two-edged 
sword went out of His mouth, and His face resembled 
the sun (Rev 1.16).  

Seeing such a sight, John could 
only fall down before this Man, 
at His feet, as dead (Rev 1.17a).  
Who is this Man among the 
lampstands? He laid His right 
hand on John, saying “Do not be 
afraid; I am the First and the Last. 
I am He who lives, and was 
dead, and behold, I am alive 
forevermore. Amen. And I have 
the keys of Hades and of 
Death” (Rev 1.17b–18). The only 
one that could be is Jesus of 
Nazareth! As Paul said once, “For 
in Him dwells all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily” (Col 2.9), 
because Jesus Christ is the Son of 
the living God, making Him God.  
To the last remaining apostle, 
who knew the horrible persecut-
ing might of the Roman military 
machine, but who also knew the 
loving benevolence of the God of 
heaven, Jesus says, “Do not be 

afraid,” knowing that is what the apostle needed to 
hear and the church, too. DR 

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960

December 18, 2016 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ



The New Testament shows 
the Holy Spirit indwelling 
disciples who could not 
work miracles.  

Everyone received the gift 
of the Spirit (Acts 2.38, 41), 
but the multitudes could 
not work miracles, only the 
apostles could (Acts 2.43).  

John was filled with the 
Spirit (Luke 1.15), but did 
no miracle (John 10.41).  

The Seven were full of the 
Spirit (Acts 6.3, 5), but had 
miraculous power after the 
apostles laid hands on 
them (Acts 6.6, 8). T

H
E
 H

O
LY

 S
P

IR
IT

“By a carpenter mankind 
was made and only by a 
carpenter can mankind 
be remade.” 

Desiderius Erasmus

December Activities 

The 18th: Elders/Preacher/Deacons Meeting 

The 18th: LTC Workshop After Sunday Services 

The 23rd: Adult Holiday Gathering at the Hannans

Jesus the Carpenter’s Apprentice 
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1,253 NEW SOULS 
     I considered it a great privilege to be seated (second 
from back row and fourth from left) among some of the 
greatest soul-winners in the world. The latest campaign 
was finished on Saturday, November 26, and 1,253 souls 
were added during the week. The number continues to 
climb, as Tiruppati brethren continue to work this week. 

     There are always complications when 420 evangelists 
set out on bicycles, going door-to-door, seeking to find 
Hindus and others willing to learn about the one True and 
Living God. As we approached the kick-off date, the prime 
minister of India suddenly announced that 500 and 1,000 
rupee notes could not be used as legal tender. These are 
very common denominations. A 500 rupee note is worth 
US$ 7.75.  
     I observed the entire country as commerce almost 
ground to a halt. To take even small amounts from the 
bank required waiting in lines for many hours. ATM 
machines had as many as 50 people standing in ques. 
Within two days, all ATM’s were closed. I was considering 
cancelling the campaign, as we could not get sufficient 100 
rupee denominations to pay the laborers’ expenses.  
     Though they are very poor, they love to grow the 
church, and they refused to let money stop the effort. Our 
Indian brothers sacrificed and went cheerfully, without 
funding, explaining that they could wait to be reimbursed 
after the government loosened currency. Jesus values every 
soul above the cost of the entire world (Mark 8:36) and 
showed His love for each by keeping Himself on the cross 
until His death. Considering the importance of the work, 
money was not going to be an obstacle. 
     Now, follow-up with these new Christians begins 
immediately. Saturday programs will keep these babes in 
Christ in weekly studies. It is programs like these that have 
led to a retention rate above 90% over the past three years! 
God is great! 

101 NEW CONGREGATIONS IN 
2016 

     The number is not final, as December will witness even 
more congregations of the churches of Christ being 
established. These new assemblies are witness to the 
growth of the Lord’s kingdom, and I remain forever 
thankful to Brother Jim Waldron for teaching me the 
importance of self-supported preachers. Every 
congregation is self-indigenous and almost every man is 
self-supported. Even if we were ordered out of the country 
tomorrow, the work would continue.    
    

!      
    	
	 	 	 	 	The preacher in the photo above is John, a student of 
our evening school in Tiruttani. John is an engineer and 
attended evening Bible classes for 3 ½ years. Our students 
in evening classes receive hardly any financial support 
from the church as they study. A second great benefit is the 
fact that they do not have to leave their permanent jobs. 

TAMIL 
NEWS

The building in the photo was built by the church of Christ in 
Tiruthani. Daniel is the preacher, and he is also the director in 
the new school of preaching that now meets in this new facility. 
We do not help build church buildings, but on some occasions, 
where we have a school meeting in the building, we assist. The 
property was donated by one of the Tiruthani church members.   
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Their studies are difficult, but the sacrifice builds them 
into greater spiritual leaders. 

SEVEN NEW CONVENTIONAL 
SCHOOLS 

       2016 saw the beginning of seven new conventional 
schools with completely new curriculums. These schools 
are designed so that during the sixth month (November) 
the teacher spends half of his class time in the field with 
the students, teaching practical evangelism alongside their 
regular studies. During this month, the students are 
learning ways to set up and conduct in-home Bible studies.  
     During November, I visited all of these new schools, 
spending one day in each location, to give orientation to 
the teachers and students as to how the new program is 
supposed to work. I spent a lot of time exhorting the men, 
though I was the one who received the greatest 
encouragement. 
                                

!  
(PHOTO: Preachers in the churches in Cuddalore) 

           Two of these new programs were started in new areas 
where little gospel work has been done until now. 
Thangaraj and Muthusami are great workers who started in 
Cuddalore and Nagapattinam during the tsunami. There 
are now 25 congregations in Cuddalore and 26 in 
Nagapattinam. So, these brothers have now moved inland, 
approximately 60 miles from the coast, to establish new 
works. This is a great opportunity for the church, and 
surely we will be hearing many wonderful things in years 
to come. Please continue to pray.  

                            !  
     Their actions left us scrambling in the summer months 
of this year, as the Child Welfare Committee would only 
allow children from the Coimbatore district to remain, the 

district in which the home is located. This ruling placed 27 
of our children in danger. 
     It was an emotional time as we considered these 
children we have grown to love and the impact for them, 
having already suffered trauma from the loss of their first 
family. Now, they risked losing us. 
     Meeting with the staff we discussed various options and 
began traveling to each of the children’s villages to try and 
locate relatives, no matter how distant. We took the 
relatives before magistrates to obtain permission to 
transfer the children to our district. Next, we brought each 
child, along with the relative to appear before the Child 
Welfare Committee. Though the committee has not given 
us any guarantees, they show signs of cooperation. In 
some cases we were even able to find a relative in the 
Coimbatore district and transfer guardianship to the 
Coimbatore kin. 
     The process has been long and painstaking. One-by-one 
we struggled to find solutions. We continue working to get 
back one little nine-year-old girl whom I found in a Hindu 
orphanage. All attempts to bring her back, until now, have 
failed. Please pray for her. 
 

                            
Since the church’s funds are not authorized to be given for 
secular schools, I approached the Banner Elk Kiwanis 
Club. Last month, they graciously gave us $2,000. School 
officials and students were thrilled as we pulled in with a 
truck loaded with desks to seat 60 children, 200 chairs and 
ten computer desks. This gesture will go a long way to 
help insure support and future cooperation from the 
officials.  
     In the photo, I am standing beside of the school 
principal. The class is a group of seniors, studying 
Chemistry and Biology. We are very blessed to have such 
good schools where our Deva Nambikkai Illam children 
can attend. DAI CHILDREN 

MOSTLY SAFE 
FOR NOW      
     Many have been asking 
about the recent determina-
tion by the government to 
take children from the DAI 
campus and return them to 
their native villages. 

THANK 
YOU 
KIWANIS 
CLUB 
The govern-ment 
school where our 
children attend was 
in need of desks and 
chairs. 

One of Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, 
Oregon

Don Iverson’s 
India Work



2016 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

December 
Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,356 ..................

Last Week December 11, 3,125 ....

Total After 49 Weeks 164,451.......

December 18: 
Wayne & Gloriann 

December 25:  
Larry & Diane 

Amberg 

No Volunteers 
have signed up.

Dominic Meyer 

Jacob Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Care for God’s creation. Pick up 
trash you see and dispose of it 
properly.  
The Bible on Finances  
“If you lend money to any of My 
people who are poor among you, 
you shall not be like a money-
lender to him; you shall not charge 
him interest” (Exo 22.25).  
The Wisdom of George Wash-
ington: On How Many It Takes 
to Get the Job Done  
“My observation is that whenever 
one person is found adequate to 
the discharge of a duty…it is worse 

executed by two persons, and 
scarcely done at al if three or more 
are employed therein.”  
Speaking of this idea, Paul wrote, 
“If the whole body were an eye, 
where would be the hearing? If the 
whole were hearing, where would 
be the smelling? But now God has 
set the members, each one of 
them, in the body just as He 
pleased” (1Co 12.17–18). There-
fore, not everyone can do every-
thing.  
The Wisdom of Augustine: On 
the Mysteriousness of God  
“How mysterious thou art, who 
‘dwellest on high’ in silence.”  
I hear people criticize God as 
though they know everything 
about Him, but I have never met 
one of those criticizers who even 
knew what the Bible says about 
God, and we know that it does not 
tell us everything about Him. Let 
us have Augustine’s mind, who ref-
erence Psalm 123.1, “Unto thee lift 
I up mine eyes, O thou that 
dwellest in the heavens” (KJV). Let 
us lift up our eyes to Him and glo-
ry in His mysteriousness.  
Christmas and New Year’s Day 
on Sundays  
In 2011, several churches, includ-
ing some of the largest in Grants 

Pass cancelled their worship ser-
vices. This year again Christmas 
falls on a Sunday, and New Year’s 
Day falls on the first Sunday of 
2017.  
As you know, we never cancel ser-
vices. Therefore, be on the alert for 
inviting family and friends who 
may go to those churches, and in-
vite them to join us on those two 
Sundays. Also, we are going to do 
some advertising, encouraging 
people who belong to those 
churches to join us on those two 
days.  
Church History  
1899: President McKinley told five 
visiting preachers that he had not 
wanted the Philippines, but since 
they had come into the care of the 
United States, he had gone down 
on his knees and prayed to 
Almighty God for guidance on 
what to do with them. The answer 
he believed was “that there was 
nothing left for us to do but to take 
them all, and to educate the Fil-
ipinos, and uplift and civilize and 
Christianize them, and by God’s 
grace do the very best we could by 
them, as our fellow-men for whom 
Christ also died.” 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s archaeo-
logical work, especial-

ly Noah’s Ark

Mountain States Chil-
dren’s Home, Longmont, 
Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 
 Jerry Thomas 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com

RUHL’S 
RULES


