
10:30 Service  

“What About 
Christmas?”  

The truth is somewhere 
between the extremes  

Matthew 1 and Luke 2 

6:00 service  

“I Love the Lord”  
Why should we love the Lord?  

Psalm 116 

Suffering for Well-Doing 
First Peter 3.17 – “For it is better, if it is the will of God, 
to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.” 

It is good that to suffer! Yes, 
you read that correctly. The 
world teaches that suffering is 
always bad, but common sense 
tells us that there are times 
when suffering is good and es-
pecially the Bible tells us that 
there are times when suffering 
is good.  

Is suffering always wrong or 
bad? A woman suffers to deliv-
er a child. A police officer or a 
soldier might suffer protecting 
our lives. Is it good in those 
cases? We wish that they did 
not have to suffer, but you can 
see the good that comes their 
suffering.  

How could it ever be good that 
we suffer for doing good? It is 
an indication that we are tak-
ing a stand against evil. Satan 
hates good and he will do anything he can to keep 
you from doing good.  

Someone counters: “Is it not God’s will that noth-
ing bad ever happens to me and that only good 
things happen? Is it not true that if good things 
happen, it is because God is favoring you and if 

bad things happen, it is be-
cause God is punishing you or 
has abandoned you?” Those 
things are not true; where then 
does the majority of the world 
and of the church get those 
ideas?  

Earlier in First Peter 2, the 
apostle said, “For this is com-
mendable, if because of con-
science toward God one en-
dures grief, suffering wrongful-
ly. For what credit is it if, when 
you are beaten for your faults, 
you take it patiently? But when 
you do good and suffer, if you 
take it patiently, this is com-
mendable before God. For to 
this you were called, because 
Christ also suffered for us, leav-
ing us an example, that you 
should follow His steps…” (1Pe 

2.19–21; See also 1Pe 3.18; 4.1).  

If you suffer for doing good, rejoice, because you 
are following the example of Christ. DR 

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 

at 6th and H Streets. After 
sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 

on March 20, 1960

December 25, 2016 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ



• Hope of being resurrected (Rom 8.11).  
• To cry in our hearts, “Abba, Father” (Gal 

4.6).  
• Proof of God’s ownership (1Jo 3.24).  
• A continual source of life (John 7.38–39).  
• As a seal (Eph 1.13).  
• To strengthen with power (Eph 3.16).  
• To develop our character (Jam 4.5).  
• To shed abroad in our hearts the love of 

God (Rom 5.5).  
• To be able to guard the good given to us 

(2Ti 1.14).  
• To motivates us to be holy (1Co 6.19–20).  
• To inscribe God’s law upon our heart (Jer 

31.33; Eze 36.26–27; 2Co 3.3). 

REASONS WHY GOD GIVES 
THE HOLY SPIRIT TO 

CHRISTIANS 

The longest and shortest books of the Bible 
by word count in the original languages
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Jeremiah 

33,002

3 John 

219

2 John 

245

Philemon 

335

Obadiah 

440

Jude 

461

Genesis 

32,046 Psalms 

30,147

Ezekiel 

29,918

Exodus 

25,957
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9,261 (a little longer than Daniel)AVERAGE

“Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your law” (Psalm 119.18). 



Mountain States Children’s 
Home, Longmont, Colorado

We come to the end of the year giving thanks for all of our supporters who have been so good
and faithful to our mission.  Our children need you to give them hope!  In no way do I want to
leave out a heavenly Father who is the real reason that we exist, but I know that He works through
our supporters to have a heart for children who come from situations where there may be family
chaos, chemical dependency, mental illness, lack of parenting skills, or no parent for a variety of
reasons.  The bottom line is that they need to have someone to help them to navigate through life’s

challenges. You are the support they need!
We have been blessed to accomplish a number of things this year, but the two most significant were the completion of

our fifth cottage and the relocation of our thrift store.  The new cottage has given us the opportunity to care for more
children.  It opened as a girls’ home and will balance out our capacity to care for twelve boys and twelve girls.  The
relocation of the thrift store was a huge move for us, tripling the size of the store.  We had out grown the first store not being
able to have enough room for processing items and for show room space for displaying items. This will help with some of the
additional funding needed operationally.

Your continued support is needed as we grow and expand our capacity.  We are in the process of revising our new
cottage plans for the construction of another cottage to be built by Home Aid.  Our goal is to have the permit issued by the
end of this year and soon begin the construction there after. This will bring about additional operational cost once we have it
completed.

This year has been a trying year with donations remaining level as compared to last year.  Your help with any additional
support would be very much appreciated to help us to carry out the mission of helping children.  If you have not been a
supporter, any gift is important to our work and for the help of a child. As always we ask that you continue to pray for our
efforts with the children. This is the real reason why we exist!

From our Board of Directors, children and staff, our hope and prayer is that you have a wonderful and blessed
Christmas and New Year!
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                     Words From Walter Williams    Director of Capital Advancement

In His Service,

The New Year
is fast approaching
and it is exciting to
look back on 2016
and realize some of
the great growth
the Home has

experienced. We have built on to our
campus by adding a new cottage and
will be able to serve six additional
children!

A new road in front of Cottage 5
has been completed and sets the stage
for the next phase of cottages that is
well under way!

The Holidays are also upon us!
Christmas is a time of giving and
spending time with friends and family.

From the Executive Director...

We consider you our family and would
like for you to consider Mountain States
Children’s Home when making your
“list” for giving. When considering
MSCH for an end-of-year gift, please
think about our recent growth, our
increased budget and the additional
children that will be served.

We continue to raise funds for a
used passenger van for the new
cottage. Giving is at the center of the
services we provide these precious
children, so your thoughtful gift at the
end of this year will not only provide a
nice write-off on your taxes, but it will
also help transform a child’s life.

Thank you for reading this
newsletter while considering ways that

you can be involved. We appreciate
you. We try to keep everyone up to
date throughout the year. We are so
thankful for you and hope you all have
a very Merry Christmas and a happy,
prosperous new year!

Randy Schow
Executive Director

The rest of the newsletter is on the 
back table. We have asked them to 

send more copies each month, start-
ing with their next issue. 



December Activities 
The 28th: Singing  

January Activities 
Some time in January, ser-
vices for Jerry and Becky 
Thomas  

The 15th: Don Patton to 
report on his work  

The 25th: Singing 

Grief fills our hearts after we learned that Jerry and 
Becky Thomas died in a motor vehicle accident on 
December 22, 2016, outside of Needles, California.  

Services for the Thomases will be in mid- to late-Jan-
uary here in Grants Pass. We will keep you informed. 



2016 Contribution Open & Close 
Building

December 
Greeters Card Collectors Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,344 ..................

Last Week December 18, 2,751 ....

Total After 50 Weeks 167,202.......

January 1: 
Gene Tomlinson 

January 8:  
Rick Calvert

Wayne & 
Gloriann 
Duncan

Billy Henshall 

Nash Crisp

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Give a Bible to someone who 
helps you regularly.  
The Bible on Finances  
“But those who desire to be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and harmful 
lusts which drown men in destruc-
tion and perdition. For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, 
for which some have strayed from 
the faith in their greediness, and 
pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows” (1 Timothy 6.9–10).  
The Wisdom of George Washing-
ton: On Thanking Your Nation  

“In looking forward to the moment 
which is intended to terminate the 
career of my public life, my feel-
ings do not permit me to suspend 
the deep acknowledgment of that 
debt of gratitude which I owe to 
my beloved country for the many 
honors it has conferred upon me.”  
It seems that after all he had done 
for his country, President Washing-
ton did not think he was entitled to 
anything. Rather than thinking the 
country owed him anything, he 
believed that he owed his country! 
Oh God in heaven above, may our 
present generation quit asking 
what the nation can do for them, 
and may they start asking what 
they can do for America.  
The Wisdom of Augustine: On Skill  
After speaking of his vigorous 
memory, his power of speech, and 
other traits, Augustine said, “But all 
these are gifts of my God; I did not 
give them to myself.”  
Therefore, Augustine did not boast 
of himself, but only of God, as Paul 
said, “For who makes you differ 
from another? And what do you 
have that you did not receive? 
Now if you did indeed receive it, 
why do you boast as if you had not 
received it?” (1 Corinthians 4.7).  

Church History  
1877: Ahmed Fahm, an Egyptian 
Muslim, having converted to Chris-
tianity, is baptized. When he refus-
es to return to Islam, his relatives 
kidnap him and show him 
weapons intended to kill him. He 
will gain his release and travel to 
Scotland to obtain a theological 
education, returning to Egypt to 
work with a mission and found a 
clinic.  
1748: Death of Isaac Watts, who 
wrote close to 600 hymns, includ-
ing “At the Cross,” “Come, We That 
Love the Lord,“ “Jesus Shall Reign 
Where’er the Sun,” “When I Sur-
vey the Wondrous Cross,” and “Joy 
to the World.”  
Jesus Watched Him Walk Away  
“One of the greatest lessons in 
these events is seen in Jesus’ ac-
tions following the young ruler’s 
decision. What did Jesus do when 
the young man whom he loved 
went away sorrowing and in his 
lost condition? Jesus watched him 
walk away! The Master did not call 
him back and alter his require-
ments because mankind must con-
form their lives to God’s will in-
stead of altering God’s word to fit 
their will or present lifestyle.” —
Thomas Eaves 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 
 Jerry Thomas 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com

RUHL’S 
RULES


