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By Don Ruhl

MM y fellow-laborers in the
Gospel in Grants Pass,
Oregon, Nathan and his

wife Dara, did not believe that I
would do it. As soon as we entered
the Christian bookstore downtown,
they both got away from me as fast as
possible, but they remained within
earshot; or at least Nathan did.

I walked up to the counter where
two ladies were ready to help me. I
requested, “I would like to buy $3.00
worth of God…” pausing just long
enough to see that they thought I
was a kook, I continued, “by Wilbur
E. Rees.”

They did not understand. I ex-
plained that $3.00 Worth of God is
the title of a book by Wilbur E. Rees.
They checked their computer data-
base, perhaps only to humor me,
and they could not find such a title,
supporting their suspicions that I
was a clown.

Several authors in a magazine
referenced this work, so did Cory
Collins in the December 2002 issue
of the Gospel Advocate (pp. 34, 35),
in his article, “Keeping God at Arm’s
Length.” I contacted him to see if he
could help me locate the book. He
had only heard of it from others, but
he did give me some help on how to
find it on the Internet.

In time, I contacted Mr. Rees
and he stated the book is out of print. Fortunate-
ly, he had a few copies and said he would sell me
one. The book arrived and I took it to the
bookstore and showed it to the ladies. They were
still skeptical, thinking that it was a joke book, so
I let them look inside.

$3.00 Worth of God is a book of medita-
tions. The first one is the title and tone of the
book.

Do you think it is strange to buy God?
What do you think of buying only $3.00 worth
of God? If $3.00 is not enough, how much is?

After quoting Acts 8:18–20, here is what
Mr. Rees wrote,

I would like to buy $3 worth of
God, please, not enough to explode
my soul or disturb my sleep, but just
enough to equal a cup of warm milk or

a snooze in the sunshine. I don’t want
enough of Him to make me love a
black man or pick beets with a mi-
grant. I want ecstasy, not transforma-
tion; I want the warmth of the womb,
not a new birth. I want a pound of the
Eternal in a paper sack. I would like to
buy $3 worth of God, please.

In Acts 8, Simon attempted to buy the
power of the Holy Spirit. Simon had been a
sorcerer in Samaria, convincing everyone that
his power was of God. However, Philip went to
the city, preaching the gospel. The people be-
lieved Philip, and men and women were bap-
tized. The church in Jerusalem heard of this
conversion and sent Peter and John, that they
might pray for the people and lay their hands on
them to receive the miraculous power of the
Holy Spirit. That is exactly what happened.

Simon was converted, undoubtedly
knowing that his power before was
fake. Thus, when he saw the true
power of the Holy Spirit, Simon
wanted it.

Verses 18–20 shows what hap-
pened next,

And when Simon saw that
through the laying on of the
apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit
was given, he offered them
money, saying, “Give me this
power also, that anyone on
whom I lay hands may receive
the Holy Spirit.” But Peter said
to him, “Your money perish
with you, because you thought
that the gift of God could be
purchased with money!”

We cannot purchase God with
money! We cannot purchase Him
with $3.00 or $3 Trillion! Yet, the
truth of Mr. Rees’s thoughts is that
we want to purchase some of Him,
but only a little. We do not want
Him fully.

“I would like to buy $3
worth of God, please,
not enough to explode
my soul or disturb my
sleep, but just enough

to equal a cup of warm milk or
a snooze in the sunshine.”
Give me enough of God to make me feel

comfortable. Give me enough of God to give me
the warm fuzzies. Give me enough of God that
I may control Him, not so much that I see He is
greater than me and that I must submit to Him.

“I don’t want enough of Him to
make me love a black man or
pick beets with a migrant.”
Do not give me enough of God to make me

accept people the way He does. If you give me
too much of Him, I will have to change the way
I look at people and the ways that I treat them.

$3.00 Worth of God
$3.00 Worth of God

How much of
God would you

like to buy?

Continued on page 8
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in having confidence in the flesh? Can any of us boast in the flesh? Many
are his equal, but none surpass him. (See Gal. 1:13, 14.) Yet, he did not have
confidence in any of these things, choosing to worship God, and not
himself; and rejoicing in Christ Jesus, not himself.

Sept. 5, Phi. 3:7 Losing All for Christ
7 But what things were gain to me… These things were potential gains

to Paul. Fame and power were his to possess. Yet, he counted them as loss
for Christ. I think that even before his conversion, Paul did not seek any
honor for himself. John 16:2 undoubtedly prophesied of Paul (and other
Jews) before his conversion, “They will put you out of the synagogues; yes,
the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God
service.” Paul truly believed that he was offering God service by destroying
the church. This is perhaps why he became such a zealous Christian and
preacher. He simply continued to offer God service, but now in the only
way that is acceptable to God. Remember the teachings of Jesus in Luke
9:23–25 and 14:26, 27, 33. Think about this: “What he would formerly
have regarded as worthless and indeed pernicious he now recognizes to be
the only achievement worth pursuing—the personal knowledge of Jesus as
Lord, sharing the experience of his death and resurrection” (F. F. Bruce).

—What Do You Want?—
Sept. 6, Phi. 3:8–11

What do you want? There are things in your life that you are willing
to forsake to achieve your goal. Parents would lose everything to preserve
the lives of their children. You value them more than all your accomplish-
ments, possessions, job and other things. Now put Christ before all, even
our own families. “John Ardley, one of the Martyrs, being told by the cruel
Bonner of the pain connected with burning, and how hard it must be to
endure it, with a view of leading the martyr to recant, he nobly replied, ‘If
I had as many lives as I have hairs on my head, I would lose them all in the
fire, before I would lose Christ.’ Like Paul he aimed, not at losing, but at
‘winning Christ’ (Phil. 3:8)” (Acts And Facts, no. 518). Let Christ be our
greatest want, even if we lose everything else.

Sept. 7, Phi. 3:8–11
We have gained nothing, if we lose Christ. “On July 1

st
, 1555, John

Bradford was burned to death. He was chaplain to King Edward Sixth of
England, and was one of the most popular preachers of his day. But he was
a martyr to his faith. As he was being driven out to Newgate to be burned,
permission was given him to speak, and from the wagon in which he rode
to his death the entire way out from West London to Newgate he shouted:
‘Christ, Christ, none but Christ’” (Aquilla Webb, Encyclopaedia of 7700
Illustrations, no. 3346). These two men followed the example of Paul,
because he followed Christ who is an example for all of us. Let us win the
greatest prize ever.

Sept. 8, Phi. 3:8, 9 Losing All to Find All
8, 9 But indeed I also count all things loss… “Paul was never satisfied

with his knowledge of Christ and always craved more fellowship with him”
(Robertson). When Paul speaks of losing all things, it would include the
items of verses 5 and 6, that is, everything he inherited, accomplished,
owned and everything that happened to him, both good and bad. This
sacrifice was worth it that he might have the excellence of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus our Lord. With all that you know about Christ, do you agree
with Paul? Do you not sing: “Just one glimpse of Him in glory Will the toils
of life repay”? If we count all things loss so that we might have the excellence
of the knowledge of Christ, will we not see more than just one glimpse of
Christ? Jeremiah 9:23, 24 makes the same contrast between what we are or
have, and knowing God. In the same spirit as Jeremiah, Paul said, “for
[Jesus] I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that
I may gain Christ.”

By Don Ruhl
Sept. 1, Phi. 3:4–6 No Confidence in the Flesh

4–6 though I also might have confidence in the flesh… Back in verse
3, when Paul said that the truly circumcised are the ones who have no
confidence in the flesh, he was not saying that because he had no reason to
boast in the flesh. Contrariwise, he had many things of which to boast. Here
were the unsurpassable things of the flesh of which he could boasted:

First, the things he was by inheritance:
“circumcised the eighth day” Most American males are circumcised, but

not on the eighth day. The significance of Paul’s circumcision is that his
parents were obeying the Law of Moses.

“of the stock of Israel” This right here made Paul a part of the only nation
on earth that God ever made His people by virtue of their natural birth.

Sept. 2, Phi. 3:4–6 No Confidence in the Flesh
4–6 …If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh…
“of the tribe of Benjamin” Benjamin was the youngest son of Israel.

Remember Benjamin was the one son whom Israel or Jacob was deter-
mined not to let out of his sight. Benjamin was the only son of Jacob born
in the land of Canaan. It was the tribe of Benjamin that remained with
Judah when the kingdom split. The name Paul first went by was Saul, the
most famous person from the tribe of Benjamin. The cousins Mordecai and
Esther were from the tribe of Benjamin.

“a Hebrew of the Hebrews”  Thus, not only was he circumcised, and not
only was he of the stock of Israel, and not only was he of the tribe of
Benjamin, but Paul was from the tribe that was born in the sacred land,
making Paul a Hebrew of the Hebrews. Moreover, while he did speak and
write Greek, he also knew Hebrew (Acts 21:40; 22:2; 26:14). He was a
Hebrew in the purest sense of the word.

Sept. 3, Phi. 3:4–6 No Confidence in the Flesh
4–6 …If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh…

Second, the things that he had accomplished:
“concerning the law, a Pharisee” Paul’s interest in keeping the Law

caused him to become a member of the sect of the Pharisees. This was a
group of men whose intentions were good, for they wanted to devote their
lives to keeping and teaching the Law of Moses.

“concerning zeal, persecuting the church” Paul’s zeal was so strong that
he was willing to persecute a group of people whom he believed were
propagating false doctrine and practices. His zealous persecution took the
form of beating Christians, dragging them in chains to court and voting for
and participating in their deaths. Remember he did these things out of
sincere service to God. When Paul persecuted the church, according to
Genesis 49:27, he fulfilled the nature of the tribe of Benjamin, “Benjamin
is a ravenous wolf; In the morning he shall devour the prey, And at night
he shall divide the spoil.”

Sept. 4, Phi. 3:4–6 No Confidence in the Flesh
5 …If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh…
“concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.” He could

not be faulted for living a life of sin, because according to the Law of Moses,
he was not. “A marvellous [sic] record, scoring a hundred in Judaism”
(Robertson). Can you name any person in history who could outdo Paul

Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

Philippians
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Sept. 9, Phi. 3:8, 9 Losing All to Find All
8, 9 …count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ… In verses 8 and

9 Paul uses much stronger terminology than the earlier verses. In verses 1–
7, he merely said that he was willing to suffer the loss of his heritage and
accomplishments for Christ. Now Paul says he considered those things as
rubbish. What do you do with rubbish? You do not use it, but throw it
away, because it is of no use to us. How many things in your home do you
keep although you never use them? Has there been a time when you started
to clean out a room and discovered that most of the stuff you could throw
away? How many of the things in your home will you take with you when
you die? When a man died, someone asked: “How much did he leave?” The
answer was: “All of it!” He who dies with the most toys, still dies. Yet, we
cling to them as if they are matters of life and death. How much of our
heritage and accomplishments do we cling to with all our might? How
much of them matter? How much of them will we take to heaven? When
you are running a race, do you want extra weight to carry? If you have to
carry something, you want it to be as light as possible and you want it to
be absolutely necessary. Hebrews 12:1 makes a spiritual application for us.

Sept. 10, Phi. 3:8, 9 Losing All to Find All
8, 9 …that I may gain Christ… Gaining Christ more than compen-

sated for the loss of all things. What does it mean to gain Christ? Do you
realize the heritage that we have in Christ? In Philippians 3:20, 21 Paul will
show more, and this is a truth you already know. Romans 8:15–17
promises that we shall receive as much as Christ did. Do we realize the
accomplishments we have in Christ? Verse 9 of Philippians 3 gives a specific
thing. Hebrews 6:10 teaches that what we do for God will not be forgotten.
Matthew 10:42 even teaches that the Lord remembers the small details of
our good works. To be found, and to be found in Christ are unsurpassable
blessings. Isaiah 64:6 shows why we do not want to be found with our own
righteousness. Moreover, we cannot come to Christ with righteousness
from the Law. We cannot come to Christ with righteousness from any
other source, but only, “that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which is from God by faith.”

Sept. 11, Phi. 3:10, 11 What You Need to Know
10 that I may know Him… How can we know Christ, not being able

to meet Him as we would someone today? Paul did not just want to know
about Christ, but to know Him personally. First Chronicles 28:9 provides
further insight. It is serving God with your mind. It is seeking Him. “We
don’t have to guess, speculate or opine. We as his children can know him”
(Foy Smith in Spiritual Sword Lectureship). “Paul wanted to know the
power of his resurrection so his body could be made like [Christ’s]” (Foy
Smith). Later in Philippians 3:21, the apostle will refer to the resurrection
of the body. Everyone will be resurrected, but only faithful Christians will
have their bodies become glorious ones. All other people will have bodies
for torment. “One cannot, at this point, but be reminded of the case of
George Lyttelton. In the early 1700’s, Oxford educated member of British
Parliament, Lord George Lyttelton, who had succumbed to the skeptical
influences of his day, determined to do an exposé of the alleged ‘conversion’
of Paul. He planned to show that the apostle’s radical change could be
explained on the bases [sic] of dishonest motives, personal gain, etc. After
carefully researching, in a thoroughly scholarly fashion, the available data,
he was forced to completely reverse his views. Accordingly, in 1747 he
published his book, Observations on the Conversion of St. Paul. He affirmed
that Paul’s conversion experience, which was, of course, directly connected
to the Lord’s post-resurrection appearance to him, was sincere and thus a
demonstration of the authenticity of the Christian religion as a divine
revelation” (Wayne Jackson).

Sept. 12, Phi. 3:10, 11 What You Need to Know
10 that I may know Him… In 1:29, the apostle had already written,

“For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in
Him, but also to suffer for His sake.” In 2:8, he had already mentioned the
kind of death Jesus experienced, “And being found in appearance as a man,
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the
death of the cross.” This started when he counted all things as rubbish for
Christ. Paul was then baptized into Christ. The old man was buried. A new
one was resurrected. From then on, he died with Christ. “The most radical
conformity is thus indicated: not merely undergoing physical death like
Christ, but conformity to the spirit and temper, the meekness and
submissiveness of Christ; to His unselfish love and devotion, and His
anguish over human sin” (Vincent). “When most hope to avoid all

suffering, even that connected with the cause of Jesus, is it not remarkable
that Paul longed to share with Christ in this regard?” (Wayne Jackson).

Sept. 13, Phi. 3:10, 11 What You Need to Know
10 that I may know Him… “We know that the Christian’s life is not

all easy. It does have a velvet side, but it also has a side that is as rough as
sandpaper. Someone said that persecutions have a way of eliciting from us
the very best that is in us. Some trees are said to grow best when they are
heavily loaded, and airplanes take off into the wind, not with it…Paul
became one of the world’s most powerful examples of complete unselfish-
ness. The selfish person wants to always be on the receiving end of the line.
He does not realize that true greatness comes by way of service to others.
I came across a beautiful story in an old book. It tells of the preacher who
called on a very poor family that lived in a dilapidated shack. When he came
out he found one of the sons admiring his new car, so the preacher explained
that he received it as a gift from his brother. What would most folks say?
Why it would go like this: ‘I wish I had a brother like that.’ But not that poor
lad. He said: ‘I wish I could be a brother like that.’ Paul was a brother who
constantly gave himself in service—complete, unselfish. Why? Because he
truly knew ‘the fellowship of his suffering’” (Foy Smith).

Sept. 14, Phi. 3:10, 11 What You Need to Know
“11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.”

When Paul says, “if, by any means,” he is showing that the power was
beyond his reach, but there was something he could do to insure it. “Not
an expression of doubt, but of humility” (Vincent) “…not implying
uncertainty of the issue, but the earnestness of the struggle of faith”
(Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown). Speaking of attaining “to the resurrection
from the dead,” the exact form of the Greek word for resurrection here is
not used anywhere else in the New Testament. It means, “out from among
dead ones.” This is looking forward to the future resurrection of the body,
and not merely something in the spirit that happens now. “Apparently Paul
is thinking here only of the resurrection of believers out from the dead…Paul
is not denying a general resurrection by this language, but emphasizing that
of believers” (Robertson). In Luke 20:35 Jesus explained that not everyone
experiences this resurrection, which leads to eternal life. When we lose self,
we can:

• Gain the excellence of the knowledge of Christ
• Gain Christ
• Be found in Christ
• Know Christ
Is it worth it? What do we want? Jesus wants us. Do we want Him?

—
Forget the Past

Reach for the Future
—

Sept. 15, Phi. 3:12–14
A man asked John Wesley how he got the crowds. He replied: “I set

myself on fire, and the people come to see me burn.” In the same way, how
did Paul live the Christian life the way he did? He set himself on fire.
Philippians 3 showed that the fire was Christ. If Paul had a tombstone this
chiasmus could be written on it, “Here rests a man who never rested here.”

Phi. 3:12 Pressing On
12 Not that I have already attained… Paul recognized his own need

for continued improvement! Generally, most people recognize their need.
The difference is that Paul did something about it. He was not content
spiritually. According to Philippians 4:11, when it came to material things,
he was content, “Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in
whatever state I am, to be content.” However, the New Testament was
written to reverse our natural tendency of wanting to be content spiritually
and not content materialistically. The Lord wants us not to be content
spiritually and to be content materialistically.
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Sept. 16, Phi. 3:12 Pressing On
12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected… He was

not discouraged nor did he conclude, “This is just the way I am.” “…a
powerful hand was laid on his shoulder, turning him right round in his
tracks…Paul was conscripted into the service of Christ, but never was there
a more willing conscript. The passion of his life from that hour on was to
serve this new Master and fulfill the purpose for which he had conscripted
him…” (F. F. Bruce). You have been drafted into the Lord’s army. Now
do your duty.

Sept. 17, Phi. 3:13, 14 The Past and the Future
13 …one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind… For

Paul it came down to one thing and that is the case with many people. In
Mark 10:21 Jesus told the rich young ruler that he only lacked one thing.
Cornelius lacked one thing. Martha lacked one thing. In most cases, this
would be a compliment.  Paul dealt with this by forgetting the past. “He
speaks of himself as a runner with but one object in view: to finish the race
and win the prize. A competitor in a race does not look over his or her
shoulder to see how much ground has been covered already or how rivals
are getting on: the runner keeps eyes fixed on the winning post. What is
behind is that part of the race that has been completed so far, but it will not
help a runner to outstrip the others for the first nine-tenths of the way only
to falter and be overtaken in the last lap” (F. F. Bruce, emphasis his). In this
context, Paul is speaking of forgetting his past that consisted of his heritage
and his accomplishments, which also included his sins. Moreover, it has to
include the sins committed against him.

Sept. 18, Phi. 3:13, 14 The Past and the Future
13 …forgetting those things which are behind… Luke 17:32 says,

“Remember Lot’s wife.” Why? She looked back. In Luke 9:62, Jesus gave
an illustration, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back,
is fit for the kingdom of God.” The reason this is true is that if you are
looking back you cannot plow straight. Try walking in snow and look
behind you and watch what happens to your footprints. Likewise, Paul tells
us to forget past accomplishments and hurts. “If we cease pulling the oar
against the current, we are carried back” (Jamieson, Fausset and Brown).
Reach for the future. We cannot change the past, but we can change the
future, for it has not happened yet. God told Moses, “Why do you cry to
Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward” (Exo. 14:15).

Sept. 19, Phi. 3:13, 14 The Past and the Future
13, 14 …I press toward the goal for the prize… Pressing or stretching

forward pictures a runner leaning to win the race. The number one thing
to focus upon is the prize from God. “There is a prize to be awarded, and
[the runner] aims to secure it; he looks forward to hearing the president of
the games call him up to his chair to receive it. On a special occasion in
Rome this call might come from the emperor himself; how proudly the
successful athlete would obey the summons and step up to the imperial box
to accept the award! For Paul, the president of the games was none other
than his Lord…” (Bruce, emphasis his). “The eye outstrips and draws
onward the hand, and the hand the foot.” Concentration upon that goal
or mark is crucial. Chrysostom said, “He that runs looks not at the
spectators, but at the prize. Whether they be rich or poor, if one mock them,
applaud them, insult them, throw stones at them—if one plunder their
house, if they see children or wife or anything whatsoever—the runner is
not turned aside, but is concerned only with his running and winning the
prize. He that runneth stoppeth nowhere; since, if he be a little remiss, all
is lost. He that runneth relaxeth in no respect before the end, but then, most
of all, stretcheth over the course.”

Sept. 20, Phi. 3:13, 14 The Past and the Future
13, 14 …the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. On

pressing toward a goal without distractions, see Luke 10:41, 42; 21:34.
There was once a horseshoe champion who was forbidden to play in
tournaments because he always won, crediting his awesome powers of
concentration. Alexander Campbell and other preachers have been credit-
ed with this same power. “The kind of mental conditioning that makes
athletes into superstars also helps ordinary folks become extraordinary.
When…the mind is completely focused, even unaware of what it’s doing,
an individual can achieve the extraordinary. ‘When you’re in the zone, it’s
so quiet, it’s so peaceful,’ says Harriet Ross, a potter from Hartsdale, N,Y.
‘They’ve shot thousands of foul shots, but the issue is not shooting the foul
shot, the issue is screaming fans, no time on the clock, and your whole team

is looking for you to perform. The issue is focus…you have some incredible
athletes, physically blessed people, who are just not able to pull it off during
a match, all because their mental strength lets them down, or they couldn’t
focus, or they got distracted” (Jay Tolson, “Into the Zone,” U. S. News &
World Report, July 3, 2000, pp. 38–45). That is, there are many distrac-
tions, but the superstars block those things out. “The Christian must be like
the sun; but he must not be like Hezekiah’s sun, which went backwards; nor
like Joshua’s sun, which stood still; but he must be like David’s sun, which
‘rejoices as a giant to run his race’” (Acts and Facts, no. 181).

What is in your future? If you are in school, what are you doing there?
What do you hope to achieve? If you are working, or have graduated and
started working, what are you doing? What do you hope to achieve? If you
are retired, what are you doing? What do you hope to achieve? If you answer
that someday you are going to die, what is going to happen then? What will
school, your job and your retirement have done for what comes after this
life? Forget the past and reach for the future.

—Walking with a Goal—
Sept. 21, Phi. 3:15–17

How can you tell if someone is just going for a walk or has a place to
go? Can you picture Jesus walking, as shown in Luke 9:51–53? Read it and
see Him walking. Think about the difference between His walking in this
text, compared to taking a stroll. What is the difference? Walking is a
wonderful experience. Many people will not even walk down the street a
few houses, but will drive their cars. Many good things happen when you
take regular walks:

• Health improves
• You see more things
• You meet more people
• You enjoy more of life
Helen Keller said, “Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see

the shadows.” Why all this talk about walking? The Bible uses walking as
a metaphor for living. Why does the Bible use walking as a picture of living?
Life is a journey, even as walking is a journey.

Sept. 22, Phi. 3:15 Think
15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature… The mind or the thinking

to which Paul refers is that of verses 1–14, especially forgetting the past and
moving on. We have not arrived and received the prize of verse 14 until we
reach heaven. Therefore, keep pressing on, and do not let the past distract
you. So Paul says, “and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal
even this to you.” “Paul knows that not all his friends assess Christian issues
as he himself does” (F. F. Bruce). “If ye are otherwise minded…That is, if
ye think that ye are absolutely perfect.  Shall God reveal unto you…He turns
such cases over to God. What else can he do with them?” (Robertson).
What Paul says here fits in perfectly with the theme verse of Philippians,
found in 1:6, “being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun
a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” God
wants you to grow and to receive the prize. He has not left you on your own.
For the people who think they have already arrived, God will show them
otherwise. By their own experience, they will discover that they still have
many things to learn. The Scriptures will convict them or a wise brother will
convict them, and these self-righteous will suddenly see themselves in a
different light.

Sept. 23, Phi. 3:16 Walk
16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained… We are

all at different levels of spiritual growth. However, we have all grown some.
How did you attain whatever growth you have? Do you know what to do
from that level? Listen further to what Paul exhorts, “let us walk by the same
rule.” Continue on that way or path that has helped you to gain your
current maturity. If you have stopped walking on that path or have taken
another one, get back to the original. Perhaps you see that you have not
applied fully the course you have been on, then seek to improve your
application of it. You cannot go wrong. When Paul says, “walk” he is
referring to walking in line or following a standard. It is not just a stroll in
the country. You are walking home on the shortest route on the best trail.
“A needed lesson for Christians weary with the monotony of routine in
religious life and work” (Robertson). Do not get discouraged, because you
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are going to make it. Perhaps the best thing to do is to walk with God in
the way a little girl walked with her father. “A little girl was walking home
with her father one night. As they trudged along in the darkness she said,
‘Take my hand, Papa! I can take only a little piece of yours, but you can take
the whole of mine” (Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations, no. 7147).

Sept. 24, Phi. 3:16 Walk
16 …let us walk by the same rule… Let us walk with God like Enoch

did. “A little child gave a most exquisite explanation of walking with God.
She went home from Sunday School, and the mother said, ‘Tell me what
you learned at school.’ And she said: ‘Don’t you know, mother, one day
they went for an extra long walk, and they walked on and on, until God said
to Enoch, “You are a long way from home; you had better just come in and
stay” And he went’” (Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations, no. 7141). If you
walk with God, you will come out smelling like a rose, although you live
in a world inhabited by skunks. “Dr. Charles Weigle composed the favorite
‘No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus.’ One day he visited Pasadena,
California. Early that morning he had an opportunity to walk through
some of the famous rose gardens when the full fragrance of the flowers filled
the air. Later in the day he arrived at the hotel where a Bible conference was
being held. As he took his seat, a man turned to him and said, ‘Dr. Weigle,
I know where you’ve been.  You toured one of our lovely gardens, for I can
smell the pleasing aroma on your clothing.’ ‘My prayer is that I may walk
so closely with the Lord that the fragrance of His grace will pervade my
being. I want them to know by my words, actions, and songs that I have
been with Jesus’” (Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations, no. 7142).

Sept. 25, Phi. 3:17 Follow the Example of Others
17 Brethren, join in following my example… First, we have Jesus for

an example. Second, we have Paul for an example. We follow Paul as he
followed Christ. “For a man like Paul to take this line meant that he had
to be exceptionally careful about his conduct, lest his example be a spiritual
stumbling block to others or even, without his intending it, lead them into
sin” (F. F. Bruce). First Corinthians 10:32–11:1 explains why we can
follow the example of Paul. Any ordinary human being can follow Christ,
even as Paul did. We learn from Paul that following Christ does not require
a miracle from God, but the determination to count all things loss for
Christ, and the determination to gain Christ at all costs. In addition to
Christ’s and Paul’s examples, the apostle commands, “and note those who
so walk, as you have us for a pattern.” Thus, third, we have brothers and
sisters among us whose example we should follow. When Paul spoke of
these brethren as a pattern, he used a word that originally meant, “…the
impression left by a stroke (Joh 20:25), then a pattern (mould) as here (cf.
1Th 1:7; 1Co 10:6,11; Ro 5:14; 6:17)” (Robertson).

Sept. 26, Phi. 3:17 Follow the Example of Others
17 …as you have us for a pattern. Few people can create or blaze a trail.

Most of us need to follow someone. For example, most people could never
make up something to draw, but they can duplicate what someone else has
drawn. Most of us need to follow instructions, blueprints, pictures, etc.,
that is, someone has already left a brush stroke for us. We can learn by
following another’s example. “The Christian Herald once carried an article
about a senior executive of one of the largest banks in New York City. He
told how he had risen to a place of prominence and influence. At first he
served as an office boy. Then one day the president of the company called
him aside and said, ‘I want you to come into my office and be with me each
day.’ The young man replied, ‘But what could I do to help you, sir? I don’t
know anything about finances.’ ‘Nevermind that! You will learn what I
want to teach you a lot faster if you just stay by my side and keep your eyes
and ears open!’ ‘That was the most significant experience of my life,’ said
the now-famous banker. ‘Being with that wise man made me just like him.
I began to do things he way he did, and that accounts for what I am today’”
(Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations, no. 4271).

Sept. 27, Phi. 3:17 Follow the Example of Others
17 …as you have us for a pattern. There are brothers and sisters in our

midst who follow the pattern of Paul, Timothy and Epaphroditus. “These
last words are crucial: it was not that Paul wished to set his own life up as
an ethical standard; he presented Christ as the absolute standard, in action
and teaching alike. He himself was to be imitated only insofar as he imitated
Christ, but the imitation of Christ was an exercise he cultivated daily. He
knew that many of his converts would imitate him in any case, and he knew
that, if his example led them astray, he would have to answer for it on the
Day of Christ. Hence the care with which he practiced unremitting self-

discipline…” (F. F. Bruce), which Paul also expresses in First Corinthians
9:27, “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I
have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.”

—Earth Versus Heaven—
Sept. 28, Phi. 3:18–21

The metaphor of walking continues.
18, 19 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you

even weeping… This is why we should focus upon the examples of Christ,
Paul and our brethren. Many walk in ways that make a godly man cry.
Psalm 119:136, written by perhaps David, does not surprise us, “Rivers of
water run down from my eyes, Because men do not keep Your law.” Paul
had warned the Philippian brethren often about these enemies of the cross
of Christ. When we look back at over 1900 years of church history, we see
why he cried. Either Paul knew what was coming, or he saw the damage by
false teachers in the Old Testament and knew the trend would continue.
In Acts 20:29–31, he reviewed with the Ephesian elders the time that he
had spent with them and prophesied of the harm that false teachers would
do, dividing the church. Paul warned the Philippian church, the Ephesian
elders, and probably every congregation he started about false teachers, and
others like them. “It is not suggested that the Philippian church was
inclined to countenance them, but Paul knew how insidious their argu-
ments were and how disastrous their example could be” (F. F. Bruce).

Sept. 29, Phi. 3:18, 19 Enemies of the Cross
18, 19 …who set their mind on earthly things. Think on what Paul is

saying. These people were members of the church, and that is said loosely.
Yet, they were enemies of the cross of Christ. Paul had to give this warning,
because they do not appear to be this way at first. There is a Spanish proverb
that says, “Walk badly, arrive badly.” That is what we see in these two
verses. People who walk contrary to the cross of Christ will end in
destruction. God knows what these people do, and He shall punish them.
Their true god is their belly. “Sensuality in food, drink, sex then as now
mastered some men” (Robertson). Romans 16:18 gives a similar warning.
Again, remember that their fleshly nature will not be apparent at first,
which is why they are able to lead people astray. Therefore, Paul says their
“glory is in their shame.” Do you see the oxymoron? Compare First
Corinthians 5:6, in which the brethren thought their liberality in moral
matters was good. These kind of people “set their mind on earthly things.”
They are ruled by cares of this earth and not heaven. They think that there
is no law in Christ and that grace allows us to sin.

Sept. 30, Phi. 3:20 Our Citizenship
20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait

for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, Politics and civil government are
necessary and even ordained by God, but let us not get caught up in them,
remembering that our citizenship is in heaven first. If you were living in a
foreign nation, would you be concerned about the local politics? Yes, you
would have to be because it does affect your life. This is why Jeremiah 29:7
says we should pray for our land. Yet, our hearts would also be back at home.
Therefore, remember that while on the earth this world is not our home.
“I am a stranger in the earth…” (Psa. 119:19). Hebrews 11:8–10, 13–16
shows that although Abraham was promised Canaan that was not where his
heart was. Our citizenship is in heaven. What does this mean to us? We shall
not live here forever. Heaven is our primary thinking. We live as citizens
of heaven. Philippi was a colony of Rome, but the church in Philippi was
a colony of Heaven. “As citizens of a Roman colony were expected to
promote the interests of their mother city and maintain its dignity, so
citizens of heaven in an earthly environment should represent the interests
of their true homeland and lead lives worthy of their homeland” (F. F.
Bruce, emphasis his). Moreover, it is from heaven that we are waiting for
the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. Why do we wait eagerly as Paul
mentions in the text? What had Paul been saying in the earlier part of this
chapter? Knowing Christ is the number one goal of life. Therefore, verse
14 is true, “I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God
in Christ Jesus.” We are going to meet the Lord! ✞
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Ought the
Episcopal Church to

ordain a homosexual
bishop? Have they

read the Bible?
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By Troy M. Cummings

II
n our generation homosexual rela
tions are widely known, practiced,
and justified by man, including some
religious people. The claim is made
that the Bible, properly understood,
does not condemn homosexual prac
tices.

Others make arguments of various kinds
trying to explain away the clear Bible condemna-
tion of this sin.

It is not a matter of showing Christian
“love,” “compassion,” and “understanding”; the
issue is, what do the Scriptures plainly teach
about whether homosexuality is sin or not. No
supposed “love” and “compassion” for sinners
can destroy the teaching of God’s Word.

Some try to sidetrack the real issue by
discussing whether some people have the nat-
ural inclination to be homosexual, while oth-
ers naturally are heterosexual.

It makes no difference to God what a
person may be more tempted to do than
someone else; if God plainly condemns a
certain act or practice, then it is sin to do it,
regardless of one’s personal inclinations or
desires.

Scripture nowhere justifies a person in
committing a sin which he happens to have a
special weakness for. Some people are strongly
tempted to drink alcoholic drinks and get
drunk; others have little or no temptation at
this point. God nowhere makes any distinc-
tion in this area; throughout Scripture God
condemns drunkenness in any person, with no
excuse for the man who has a special weakness
for such.

All of this modern talk about a drunkard
and a homosexual being merely “sick” people
rather than sinners is totally contradictory to
the plain teaching of God’s Word.

Nowhere in God’s Word do we find any
kind of discussion about some people being
inclined to homosexuality and some not. But
God certainly does discuss and condemn in the
strongest terms the practice of homosexual rela-
tions. This is what counts.

In the Old Testament, for example, in
Genesis 19

th
 chapter, homosexuality is described

and condemned as being the chief cause for
God’s destroying Sodom and Gomorrah [plus
Jude 7].

In Leviticus 18:19–30 the actual practice of
both homosexuality and bestiality is condemned
vigorously as being an “abomination” and “iniq-
uity” that “defiles” a person. God said that the
land “vomited” out its inhabitants because of

these “abominations.”
In the plainest possible language, the apos-

tle Paul in Romans 1:18–32 vigorously de-
scribes and condemns the multiplied sins (prac-
tices) of the Gentile world—including the sin of
homosexual relations.

The original Greek, and all of the standard,
accurate translations, make it absolutely clear
beyond reasonable argument that Paul is de-
scribing the wicked depravity of homosexual
relations (the actual practice) of men with men
and women with women—in verses 24 through
27. There is no excuse for anyone misunder-
standing this plain language.

Again, the apostle Paul does the same thing
in First Corinthians 6:9–11. The terms in the
American Standard Version: “nor effeminate,

nor abusers of themselves with men” beyond all
doubt refer to those who practice homosexual
relations. The Revised Standard Version uses
the terms “homosexuals” here. The New Inter-
national Version reads: “Don’t you know that
the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually im-
moral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves
nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.”
[The English Standard Version of 2001 reads,
“men who practice homosexuality,” D. R.]

So all kinds of sexual sinners are here con-
demned, including homosexuals. The Greek
word for “homosexuals” in verse 9 is
aÓrsenokoi√tai, arsenokoitai, literally “males-

beds,” meaning, as all Greek authorities agree,
males who get in bed with one another to
practice homosexual relations.

I would not be surprised to learn that some
people who are determined to twist the Bible to
their own destruction would make the argument
that homosexuality is therefore all right just so
long as they do not get in bed to perform their
acts. Every person should remember that God
warns us that He will send us “strong delusion”
to believe a lie, if we do not love the truth of God,
Second Thessalonians 2:8–12.

Some one may say: “Doesn’t God want the
homosexuals to be saved?” Certainly He does;
He gave His Son to die for them and for us all.
But we are not going to be saved from our sins if
we deny that they are sins! In the Corinthian

passage (6:9–11) Paul shows that some of the
Corinthians had been homosexual sinners,
but that they were now saved, because they
were “washed, sanctified, justified” in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This proves two things. First, that the
gospel of Christ is God’s sufficient “power” to
save sinners, including homosexuals, if they
really want to be saved and will fully submit to
the gospel. Second, this text shows the falsity
of those who claim that the gospel is not
sufficient to save homosexuals, and that in-
stead they must go to a modern psychiatrist for
“professional psychiatric therapy in depth,
often over a long period of time,” in the word
of an alleged gospel preacher and teacher.

Still again, the apostle Paul clearly and
sternly condemned the sin of homosexual
practices, along with other sins, in First Tim-
othy 1:9–11.

Paul said that God’s law is especially “for
the lawless and unruly, for the ungodly and
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for mur-
derers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for

manslayers, for fornicators, for abusers of them-
selves with men (same Greek word arsenokoitais,
dative case, as found in First Corinthians 6:9–11
in the nominative case), for menstealers, for
liars, for false swearers…”

If this is not a list of wicked and sinful
people, then it is not possible to make one.

To read the plain passages listed in this
article and then try to come up with the conclu-
sion that the Bible does not condemn homosex-
ual practice is not only illogical and erroneous; it
is simply absurd and ridiculous. It is a fearful
thing to try to twist God’s Word to justify one’s
wickedness. Let us not do it. ✞

During his life, Troy was loyal to God and to His Word
regardless of the cost.

HomosexualityHomosexuality
In The Bible
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“I want ecstasy, not
transformation; I want the

warmth of the womb, not a new
birth.”

I want the rush that comes from knowing
about God, not the pain that comes from chang-
ing my person after knowing God.

“I want a pound of the Eternal
in a paper sack.”

Give me enough of God’s religion that I can
hold it neatly in a flimsy container. I want to
experience the Eternal, but I do not want to get
too wild about it. That sounds fanatical, even
cultish.

“I would like to buy $3 worth
of God, please.”

Yes, just enough of God that I experience all
His wonders, but not enough of Him that I may
see Him for all that He is. Give me the pretty
side, not the demanding side. Give me enough
of God that I may control Him, not that He may
control me.

Perhaps $3.00 is not
right for 2003

The edition of Mr. Rees’s book that I
bought is 1971! Perhaps now the price should be
$30.00.

Wait!
That sounds too much like 30 pieces of

silver. Matthew 26 shows that Judas and the
Jewish leaders thought that Jesus was worth 30
pieces of silver.

Then one of the twelve, called
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests
and said, “What are you willing to give
me if I deliver Him to you?” And they
counted out to him thirty pieces of
silver (Mat. 26:14, 15).

I know a Christian man who thought that
there had to be a deep psychological problem
with Judas to make such a bad trade. Why is it
that we think psychology goes deeper than spir-
ituality? The point of what Judas did is that it
was sinful; it was foolish; it was ignorant!

Do you only want $3.00
worth of God?

As Solomon confessed in First Kings 8,
there is a whole lot more to God than $3.00
worth. Take some private time to meditate on
the immensity of God; then, you will under-
stand Solomon’s words.

“But will God indeed dwell on
the earth? Behold, heaven and the heav-
en of heavens cannot contain You.
How much less this temple which I
have built!” (1 Kin. 8:27).

Announcements of God’s holiness shake
heaven (Isa. 6:1–4), and you only want $3.00
worth of Him?

The God before whom Daniel could not
stand or even be on all fours (Dan. 10:5–19), do
we only want a certain dollar amount of Him?

The God whose eyes are a flame of fire and
who holds the stars in His hand (Rev. 1:12–17),
you only want a few bucks worth?

What would you give
for…

Your nation? Your family? Would you not
give your life? Is God worth less than our nation?
Is He not more valuable than our families? Let us
not hold back devotion and obedience to Him.

My fellow-workers, Nathan and Dara
House, were right to be embarrassed by my
question of buying $3.00 worth of God. The
ladies at the book store were right to think that
I was odd for asking to buy $3.00 worth of God.

We cannot purchase
God

If we could purchase Him, should we only
get $3.00 worth, especially when He tells us that
we may have His fullness? Why do I cheat myself
by giving Him less than all my heart, all my soul,
all my mind and all my strength?

What if He gave us only $3.00 worth of life?
What if He gave us only $3.00 worth of Jesus
Christ? What if He gave us only $3.00 worth of
salvation?

Listen to what God
offers

In John 1, the apostle shows what Chris-
tians have received of Jesus Christ. If He is Lord
of heaven and earth, why have anything less than
what John says we receive? “And of His fullness
we have all received, and grace for grace” (Joh.
1:16).

Paul offered a prayer in Ephesians 3 for the
Christians at Ephesus that shows what was avail-
able to them, and its inclusion in the Bible shows
that it is available to us also. Paul prayed that the
saints might “know the love of Christ which
passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19).

What would you think if I came into your
home and prayed that you may be filled with
$3.00 worth of God? Hopefully, you would look
at me like those ladies did and avoid me as my
friends did. How much of God do you want?

Continued from page 2

How much are you willing to pay? I am not
speaking of money!

Do you know how to
have all of God freely?

Romans 6 shows the beginning. Paul was
refuting the idea that it is okay to continue on
our merry way in sin.

What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin that grace may abound?
Certainly not! How shall we who died
to sin live any longer in it? Or do you
not know that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were bap-
tized into His death? Therefore we
were buried with Him through bap-
tism into death, that just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. For if we have been
united together in the likeness of His
death, certainly we also shall be in the
likeness of His resurrection, knowing
this, that our old man was crucified
with Him, that the body of sin might
be done away with, that we should no
longer be slaves of sin. For he who has
died has been freed from sin. Now if
we died with Christ, we believe that we
shall also live with Him, knowing that
Christ, having been raised from the
dead, dies no more. Death no longer
has dominion over Him. For the death
that He died, He died to sin once for
all; but the life that He lives, He lives to
God. Likewise you also, reckon your-
selves to be dead indeed to sin, but
alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord
(Rom. 6:1–11).

God has offered all of Himself by offering
all of His Son. For that to take effect, you must
commit to giving all of yourself and that is more
than $3.00 worth of life. Therefore, you must be
buried, showing that you are dead to yourself.
Dead to only wanting $3.00 worth of God. ✞

Interestingly, Don paid $3.00 for his copy of the book
$3.00 Worth of God.
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Reading:
The following are some of McGuffey’s Reading Rules

� We should read poetry with the same tone, the same accent
and emphasis, and the same regard to pauses, that we use
in prose. If the composition is truly poetic, it will appear
so when it is read plainly and without any effort of the
reader to measure it out, and make it sound like poetry;
and, if it is not truly poetic, it is not the reader’s duty to
make it so.

� …beware of attempting to make the rhymes jingle by
improper stops.

� In reading the various names of the SUPREME BEING,
great care should be taken to pronounce them distinctly,
and with reverence; but the custom of giving them an
unnatural and drawling pronunciation, must be always
avoided.

Meditation Tips
By Don Ruhl

Meditating(By Steve Lloyd) continued from last month

One must recognize that there are some
temporary aspects in the Bible as well as

permanent aspects which are binding on all of
every generation.

Bible scholars agree that the  determination of what is temporary and
what is permanent is sometimes difficult.

Certainly temporary was the patriarchal kind of relationship which
God maintained in the early generations of man. Also, the Mosaic law,
while lasting for about fourteen hundred years, and binding on the
descendants of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob, is not binding today on
anyone, Jew or Gentile…

The following information on “knowing the difference” is helpful in
discussing this principle.

It is important, when studying any book of the Bible to be able to
distinguish the difference between:

Permanent and Temporary
Thomas B. Warren, in a lecture he gave (recorded in Abilene Chris-tian

College Lectures, pages 392–408) titled “Examples and Pattern Authority”
wrote, “The question to be considered might well be worded as follows:
‘When is an action described in the New Testament to be regarded as an
example for men today?’”

Note: He has also written a book titled When Is An Example Binding?
which I highly recommend on answering this very question.

He then categorizes the various actions in the New Testament into five
helpful groupings.

1Action which was sinful for New Testament characters and
sinful for men living today;

2Action which was optional and temporary (that is, that action
was optional for New Testament characters but is not option-

al for men today);

3Action which was optional and permanent (that is, the action
was optional for New Testament characters and is also op-

tional for men today);

4Obligatory and temporary (that is, the action was obligatory
for New Testament characters but is not obligatory for men

today);

5Obligatory and permanent (that is, the action was obligatory
for New Testament characters and is also obligatory for men

today).

No entertainment is so cheap as
reading, nor any pleasure so lasting.

—Lady M. W. Montague

If the riches of the Indies, or the crowns
of all the kingdoms of Europe, were

laid at my feet in exchange for my love
of reading, I would spurn them all.

—Fénelon



The Bible Meditator September AD 2003

CHURCH  OF  CHRIST
2521  NILE  STREET
KLAMATH  FALLS  OR  97603-6913

10

The Bible Meditator
is published monthly by the

Nile Street
Church of Christ

Klamath Falls, Oregon
and the

Savage Street
Church of Christ

Grants Pass, Oregon
Editor: Don Ruhl

Subscriptions are $8
Make check payable to: The
Bible Meditator, 2521 Nile

Street, Klamath Falls, Oregon
97603-6913, USA

Phone:  (541) 882-5894 or
(541) 476-3100

E-mail:  Rdruhl@aol.com

 A free PDF version
is available.

Send a request to
SSteinless@aol.com. Simply ask

for the PDF version of TBM.
A PDF Reader is necessary.

SimilaritiesSimilaritiesSimilaritiesSimilaritiesSimilarities
1The king of the kingdom is the head of the church (Col. 1:13, 18).

2Only one kingdom (Rev. 1:6) was established, and only one church was
built (Mat. 16:18).

3One set of keys opens the door both to the kingdom and to the church
(Mat. 16:19; Act. 2:1–47, KJV; 5:11).

4One seed, “the word of God,” produces both the kingdom and the
church (Luk. 8:11; Act. 2:41, 47, KJV; 5:11).

5Baptism, a birth “of water and Spirit” (Joh. 3:5; 1 Cor. 12:13, puts one
into the kingdom (Col. 1:13; 2:12) and into the church (1 Cor. 12:13,
20).

6The Lord’s Supper is in both the kingdom and in the church (Luk.
22:29, 30; 1 Cor. 1:2; 10:16).

7Both the kingdom and the church are indestructible (Mat. 16:18; Eph.
3:21; Heb. 12:28).

DifferencesDifferencesDifferencesDifferencesDifferences
1That which is “born again” (Joh. 3:7), entering the kingdom through

the teaching of the Spirit (Col. 1:13, is an invisible human spirit (Joh.
3:3, 6). That which is “born again” of “water,” entering the church is
a visible human body (1 Cor. 12:13, 20).

2The kingdom “comes not with observation” (Luk. 17:20), but the
church is observable people (Act. 18:8).

3The kingdom is “within” (entos, Luk. 17:21) human bodies, but not
the church.

4When a person is “poor in spirit” (Mat. 5:3), recognizing his utter
helplessness to save himself (Joh. 3:17; 1 Tim. 1:15, 16), then he is rich,
possessing “the kingdom of heaven” (Mat. 5:3), but he does not own
the church. Sadly, there are people who have been baptized, and may
have become church leaders (as Diotrephes, 3 Joh. 9–11), who are
proud in spirit, but theirs is not the “kingdom of heaven.” “Pride leads
to calamity, and a haughty spirit to a fall” (Pro. 16:18).

5When a person has been “persecuted for being righteous” (Mat. 5:10),
as Polycarp (burned to death on a stake in Smyrna in A. D. 155), as
William Tyndale (strangled and burned to death in Antwerp, Belgium,
in 1536), his is “the kingdom of heaven” (Mat. 5:10), but he does not
own the church.

6The kingdom is internal (“righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit”), while the church is both internal (“righteousness and peace
and joy in the Holy Spirit”) and external “eating and drinking” (Rom.
14:17).

7The kingdom deals with “the inward man” (2 Cor. 4:16; 1 Pet. 1:16),
while the church deals with both “the inward man” and the “outward
man” (1 Cor. 6:20; Phi. 4:8). ✞

Hugo is famous for a sermon that is all Scripture on the life of Christ.

The Kingdom
and

the Church:
Similarities and DifferencesSimilarities and Differences

By Hugo McCord


