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David’s Instructions to Solomon  
First Kings 2.1–12  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 6, In the year of our Lord, 2016  

Persuasion:  

I. First Kings 2.1–9 – David’s Final Instructions to Solomon  
 
1 Now the days of David drew near that he should die, and he charged 
Solomon his son, saying: 2 “I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, 
and prove yourself a man. 3 And keep the charge of the LORD your God: to 
walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His judgments, 
and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper 
in all that you do and wherever you turn; 4 that the LORD may fulfill His word 
which He spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons take heed to their way, to 
walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul,’ He said, 
‘you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’ 5 Moreover you know also 
what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two comman-
ders of the armies of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner and Amasa the son of 
Jether, whom he killed. And he shed the blood of war in peacetime, and put 
the blood of war on his belt that was around his waist, and on his sandals that 
were on his feet. 6 Therefore do according to your wisdom, and do not let his 
gray hair go down to the grave in peace. 7 But show kindness to the sons of 
Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be among those who eat at your table, for 
so they came to me when I fled from Absalom your brother. 8 And see, you 
have with you Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite from Bahurim, who cursed 
me with a malicious curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim. But he came 
down to meet me at the Jordan, and I swore to him by the LORD, saying, ‘I 
will not put you to death with the sword.’ 9 Now therefore, do not hold him 
guiltless, for you are a wise man and know what you ought to do to him; but 
bring his gray hair down to the grave with blood.”  

A. Second Samuel 5.4 shows the age of David when he died.  

1. He started to reign when he was 30.  

2. His reign lasted 40 years.  

3. His reign ended because of his death.  

a) Although only 70 when he died,  

(1) the Bible describes him as old and advanced in years (1Ki 1.1), and  
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(2) full of days (1Ch 23.1), and  

(3) he died in a good old age (1Ch 29.27–28).  

b) Many people in the Bible lived much longer than David,  

(1) although most monarchs did not.  

(2) Would you say that 70 is old and advanced in years?  

(a) We do classify it as a senior citizen.  

(b) It is just below the average.  

(c) He had a rough life.  

i) He fought many wars.  

ii) He ruled a kingdom.  

iii)He was sick frequently.  

(1) Psalm 6  

(2) Psalm 31.9–10  

(3) Psalm 32.3–4  

(4) Psalm 41  

(5) And many more Psalms show his illnesses.  

B. What instructions did David leave Solomon?  

1. Be strong, and prove yourself a man.  

2. Keep the charge of the LORD your God.  

3. Do not let Joab’s gray hair go down to the grave in peace.  

4. Show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be 
among those who eat at your table.  

5. Do not hold Shimei guiltless.  

II. First King 2.10–12 – The Death of David  
 
10 So David rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David. 11 
The period that David reigned over Israel was forty years; seven years he 
reigned in Hebron, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years. 12 Then 
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Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly es-
tablished.  

A. Was David a great man?  

1. How would you rank him in comparison to the rest of biblical characters?  

2. Yet, how much does the Bible say about his death?  

3. How much does the Bible say about the death of Jesus?  

B. Forty years is a long time to reign over a nation.  

1. Who on the Earth today has reigned even longer?  

2. It would be hard to follow in the steps of David.  

C. Why was Solomon’s kingdom firmly established?  

1. He sat on the throne of David.  

2. This has God’s approval. 


