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Seven Reasons to Praise the Lord  
Psalm 111  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 6, In the year of our Lord, 2016  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Paul Hannan – Romans 11.33–36  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Kevin Michael – Songs of Praise  

Persuasion:  

I. Psalm 111.1a | Praise the Lord  
 
1a Praise the LORD!  

A. Can you think of a better thing to do?  

B. What if you cannot think of reasons for praising the Lord?  

1. Listen to Psalm 111.  

2. It will give you starters.  

II. Psalm 111.1bc | Places to Praise the Lord  
 
1bc I will praise the LORD with my whole heart,  
 In the assembly of the upright and in the congregation.  

A. Praise Him in the heart and with the heart.  

1. Jesus testified of what the Father wants,  
 
23 “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to wor-
ship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth” (John 4.23–24).  

2. You have done it before, and  

a) you know how blessed is the experience of praising the Lord  

b) for some wonderful thing you have seen or heard.  

B. Praise Him in the congregation during the worship service.  

1. What better place to do it,  

2. then with people who think as you do.  
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a) In the congregation of the upright,  

b) no one will mock you or  

(1) deny what you are doing, but  

(2) will gladly join with you in praising the Lord.  

(a) How has an objection to praising the Lord in a song?  

(b) Have you heard someone object to,  

i) “Our God, He Is Alive”?  

ii) “Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah”?  

3. Have you heard someone in the congregation,  

a) “Boo,” a prayer of praise to God?  

b) When we hear a brother praising the Lord in prayer,  

(1) just speaking of the Lord’s wonders,  

(2) not making any requests, but  

(a) doing the same thing as Psalm 111,  

(b) it feels good.  

i) We are not the ones being praised.  

ii) Yet, we experience something wonderful.  

(1) It is because we have been designed as worshiping 
creatures.  

(2) We have not fulfilled our purpose,  

(a) unless we are opening our mouths  

(b) in praise of the Lord even as Psalm 111 does.  

III. Psalm 111.2–4 | The Works of the Lord  
 
2 The works of the LORD are great,  
 Studied by all who have pleasure in them.  
3 His work is honorable and glorious,  
 And His righteousness endures forever.  
4 He has made His wonderful works to be remembered;  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 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion.  

A. Before we read the 7 reasons for praising the Lord,  

1. the psalmist spoke of the nature of the Lord works:  

a) They are great,  

b) People study His works,  

c) His work shows honor and glory,  

d) He does righteousness and it endures forever,  

e) He so constructed His works that we want to remember them,  

f) His works show His grace and compassion.  

2. What bad thing can a child of God say about the works of the Lord?  

B. His works are great.  

1. His creation of the heavens.  

2. His creation of the Earth.  

3. His creation of all creatures on the Earth.  

C. Everyone who has pleasure in God’s creation, studies it.  

1. This includes people who do not even recognize Him, or  

a) fail to recognize that what they study He created.  

b) That is how great His works are,  

(1) that even those who deny that He even exists,  

(2) stand amazed in what He has done.  

2. You study His works all the time.  

a) You ponder the works that the Bible reveals.  

(1) It is only me, or  

(2) do you love hearing someone open the word and talk about it?  

b) You stand with your mouth open at the wonders you see in creation.  
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(1) Do you know of anyone with a sane mind,  

(2) who looks at the redwoods and is not impressed.  

c) You see what He does in your life.  

D. His work shows honor and glory.  

E. His righteousness endures forever.  

F. He has made His works wonderful in such a way that we remember them.  

G.We remember them because they show His grace and compassion.  

IV. Psalm 111.5–9 | Seven Reasons to Praise the Lord  
 
5 He has given food to those who fear Him;  
 He will ever be mindful of His covenant.  
6 He has declared to His people the power of His works,  
 In giving them the heritage of the nations.  
7 The works of His hands are verity and justice;  
 All His precepts are sure.  
8 They stand fast forever and ever,  
 And are done in truth and uprightness.  
9 He has sent redemption to His people;  
 He has commanded His covenant forever:  
 Holy and awesome is His name.  

A. The seven reasons that the psalmist listed:  

1. The Lord feeds those who fear Him.  

2. The Lord keeps His covenant with man in mind.  

3. The Lord declares the power of His works to His people by giving them 
the heritage of the nations.  

a) The wealth of the sinner is laid up for the righteous.  

4. The Lord works truth and justice, for all His precepts are sure.  

5. The Lord’s works last, having done them in truth and uprightness.  

6. The Lord sends redemption to His people.  

7. The Lord’s name is holy and awesome.  
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V. Psalm 111.10 | The Blessing to Us  
 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;  
 A good understanding have all those who do His commandments.  
 His praise endures forever.  

A. You fear the God who can do such works, and  

1. you are on the path to wisdom.  

B. You do what such a God says to do, and  

1. you are on the path to a good understanding.  

C. His praise endures forever.  

Exhortation:  

I.


