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The Wonders of Josiah  
Second Kings 23 

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • April 23, In the year of our Lord, 2017  

I. Second Kings 23.1–2 | The King Read Scripture to the People  
 
1 Now the king sent them to gather all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem to 
him. 2 The king went up to the house of the LORD with all the men of Judah, 
and with him all the inhabitants of Jerusalem—the priests and the prophets 
and all the people, both small and great. And he read in their hearing all the 
words of the Book of the Covenant which had been found in the house of the 
LORD.  

A. When King Josiah saw what the word said, he went into action.  

B. Why did he gather all these people to himself?  

1. What do you think of the public reading of Scripture?  

2. See Nehemiah 8  

II. Second Kings 23.3 | A Covenant to Obey the Lord  
 
3 Then the king stood by a pillar and made a covenant before the LORD, to 
follow the LORD and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His 
statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this 
covenant that were written in this book. And all the people took a stand for 
the covenant.  

A. Why did Josiah and the people make a covenant to do what the Lord said?  

B. Is this similar to when we invite people to rededicate themselves?  

III. Second Kings 23.4–15 | The King Destroyed All False Worship  
 
4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, the priests of the second 
order, and the doorkeepers, to bring out of the temple of the LORD all the ar-
ticles that were made for Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of heaven; and 
he burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried their 
ashes to Bethel. 5 Then he removed the idolatrous priests whom the kings of 
Judah had ordained to burn incense on the high places in the cities of Judah 
and in the places all around Jerusalem, and those who burned incense to Baal, 
to the sun, to the moon, to the constellations, and to all the host of heaven. 6 
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And he brought out the wooden image from the house of the LORD, to the 
Brook Kidron outside Jerusalem, burned it at the Brook Kidron and ground it 
to ashes, and threw its ashes on the graves of the common people. 7 Then he 
tore down the ritual booths of the perverted persons that were in the house of 
the LORD, where the women wove hangings for the wooden image. 8 And he 
brought all the priests from the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places 
where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beersheba; also he broke 
down the high places at the gates which were at the entrance of the Gate of 
Joshua the governor of the city, which were to the left of the city gate. 9 Nev-
ertheless the priests of the high places did not come up to the altar of the 
LORD in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread among their brethren. 10 
And he defiled Topheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, that no 
man might make his son or his daughter pass through the fire to Molech. 11 
Then he removed the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun, 
at the entrance to the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathan-melech, 
the officer who was in the court; and he burned the chariots of the sun with 
fire. 12 The altars that were on the roof, the upper chamber of Ahaz, which 
the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the 
two courts of the house of the LORD, the king broke down and pulverized 
there, and threw their dust into the Brook Kidron. 13 Then the king defiled the 
high places that were east of Jerusalem, which were on the south of the Mount 
of Corruption, which Solomon king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abom-
ination of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and 
for Milcom the abomination of the people of Ammon. 14 And he broke in 
pieces the sacred pillars and cut down the wooden images, and filled their 
places with the bones of men. 15 Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and 
the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin, had 
made, both that altar and the high place he broke down; and he burned the 
high place and crushed it to powder, and burned the wooden image.  

A. Before you build, you have to tear down.  

B. ISIS claims to do the same thing, except they are not destroying idols, but 
anything ancient.  

IV. Second Kings 23.16–18 | The King Honors the Prophet Who Spoke of Him  
 
16 As Josiah turned, he saw the tombs that were there on the mountain. And 
he sent and took the bones out of the tombs and burned them on the altar, and 
defiled it according to the word of the LORD which the man of God pro-
claimed, who proclaimed these words. 17 Then he said, “What gravestone is 
this that I see?” So the men of the city told him, “It is the tomb of the man of 
God who came from Judah and proclaimed these things which you have done 
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against the altar of Bethel.” 18 And he said, “Let him alone; let no one move 
his bones.” So they let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet who 
came from Samaria.  

A. See First Kings 13.1–2  

B. Why did Josiah burn the bones of the idolaters?  

C. Why did he not burn the bones of the prophet?  

V. Second Kings 23.19–20 | The King Removed All the Leaders of False Worship  
 
19 Now Josiah also took away all the shrines of the high places that were in 
the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the LORD 
to anger; and he did to them according to all the deeds he had done in Bethel. 
20 He executed all the priests of the high places who were there, on the altars, 
and burned men’s bones on them; and he returned to Jerusalem.  

VI. Second Kings 23.21–23 | A Passover Like No Other  
 
21 Then the king commanded all the people, saying, “Keep the Passover to the 
LORD your God, as it is written in this Book of the Covenant.” 22 Such a 
Passover surely had never been held since the days of the judges who judged 
Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah. 23 But in 
the eighteenth year of King Josiah this Passover was held before the LORD in 
Jerusalem.  

A. King Josiah not only removed falsehood zealously, but he also restored the 
truth zealously.  

B. When was the last time before Josiah that the Passover had been kept on a 
large scale?  

VII.Second Kings 23.24 | Hindrances to Obedience Removed  
 
24 Moreover Josiah put away those who consulted mediums and spiritists, the 
household gods and idols, all the abominations that were seen in the land of 
Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might perform the words of the law which 
were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the 
LORD.  

A. What did Josiah put away?  
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B. Why did he put these things away?  

VIII.Second Kings 23.25 | A Full Turn to the Lord  
 
25 Now before him there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD with 
all his heart, with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the Law 
of Moses; nor after him did any arise like him.  

A. To what degree did Josiah turn to the Lord?  

B. Had any other king turned to the Lord with such zeal?  

C. What was his guide for turning to the Lord?  

IX. Second Kings 23.26–27 | The Lord Would Still Pour Out His Wrath  
 
26 Nevertheless the LORD did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath, 
with which His anger was aroused against Judah, because of all the provoca-
tions with which Manasseh had provoked Him. 27 And the LORD said, “I will 
also remove Judah from My sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off 
this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, My 
name shall be there.”  

A. Why would the Lord still pour out His wrath on Judah and Jerusalem?  

X. Second Kings 23.28 | The Holy Spirit Selected Material to Preserve  
 
28 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?  

A. Do the Books of the Kings tell us everything about every king?  

B. If not, why not?  

XI. Second Kings 23.29–30a | Pharaoh Necho Kills King Josiah  
 
29 In his days Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt went to the aid of the king of As-
syria, to the River Euphrates; and King Josiah went against him. And Pharaoh 
Necho killed him at Megiddo when he confronted him. 30a Then his servants 
moved his body in a chariot from Megiddo, brought him to Jerusalem, and 
buried him in his own tomb.  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A. Second Chronicles 35.20–25 reveals what happened.  

B. Zechariah 12.10–14 uses the mourning over Josiah’s death to show how the 
mourning over the death of the Messiah would be.  

C. Why does the Bible highlight Josiah’s death?  

1. A righteous king had never been killed in battle.  

2. After Josiah, his sons restored false worship.  

3. He was the last barrier for the Babylonian captivity.  

4. The death of Josiah also brought Judah in subjection to Egypt.  

XII.Second Kings 23.30b–33 | A Son of Josiah Becomes King  
 
30b And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, anointed him, 
and made him king in his father’s place. 31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years 
old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 32 And he 
did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done. 33 
Now Pharaoh Necho put him in prison at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that 
he might not reign in Jerusalem; and he imposed on the land a tribute of one 
hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold.  

A. Why do some children follow their parents into righteousness and why do 
some not follow them into righteousness?  

B. Even Pharaoh Necho did approve of the reign of Jehoahaz.  

C. What is a tribute that Judah paid to Necho and Egypt?  

XIII.Second Kings 23.34–35 | Another Son of Josiah Becomes King  
 
34 Then Pharaoh Necho made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in place of his fa-
ther Josiah, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. And Pharaoh took Jehoahaz 
and went to Egypt, and he died there. 35 So Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold 
to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give money according to the command of 
Pharaoh; he exacted the silver and gold from the people of the land, from 
every one according to his assessment, to give it to Pharaoh Necho.  

A. From what name to what name did Necho change the name of the next son 
of Josiah?  



The Wonders of Josiah; 2Ki 23; 04037; Page   of  6 6

1. What did that change represent?  

2. El refers to God in general, but Jeho refers to the name of God.  

3. Perhaps Necho did not like calling him Eliakim, because in so doing he 
acknowledged Israel’s God as the one true God.  

B. When government has to spend more money, where does it get the funds?  

XIV.Second Kings 23.36–37 | The Second Son Also Did Evil  
 
36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zebudah the daughter of 
Pedaiah of Rumah. 37 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to 
all that his fathers had done.  

A. Jehoiakim did not learn from his brother Jehoahaz, nor from the kings of Is-
rael or of Judah.  

B. Why do people insist on not learning from history? 


