
Sir William Mitchell Ramsay and Luke the Historian 
By Stan Mitchell 

Sir William Mitchell Ramsay (1851-1939) 
was an archaeologist and biblical skeptic. He 
taught at the University of Edinburgh and be-
lieved that Bible writers made facts and sto-
ries up. The book of Acts, he 
declared, was full of errors, 
and to prove this contention, 
he traveled to Asia Minor to 
demonstrate Luke’s unreliabil-
ity. 

He understood he could not 
prove or disprove miracle ac-
counts, but if he could show 
Luke to be a sloppy historian 
on facts that could be verified 

( g e o g r a p h i c a l a n d 
historical), he felt he could 
discredit Luke’s unverifiable 
stories. 

Ramsay the skeptic returned 
to Great Britain a believer. 
Every one of Luke’s facts 
checked out. He found Luke to use specific 
and accurate terminology that reflected a 
careful chronicle of events. There were pro-

consuls in senatorial provinces, asiarchs in 
Ephesus, politarchs in Thessalonica. His con-
clusion was that Luke was a highly reliable 
historian, rendering the story of the early 

church in the book of Acts a 
remarkably clear one. 
The title politarch in Acts 17:6 
is particularly striking be-
cause, until Ramsay’s investi-
gation, the term was unknown 
in Greek literature outside 
Acts. Ramsay found five in-
scriptions with the term in the 
city. 
Ramsay wrote several impor-
tant books reflecting his ar-
chaeological findings such as 
The Church in the Roman 
Empire, St. Paul the Traveler 
and Roman Citizen and The 
Cities of St. Paul. 
What Ramsay’s story demon-

strates is the Bible will withstand any investi-
gation from those willing to honestly look at 
the evidence.

Our History: 
The Savage Street Church of 

Christ began on March 4, 1923 
at 6th and H Streets. After 

sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 
on March 20, 1960. Join us in 
2023 when we celebrate our 

100th anniversary! 
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

10:30 Service  

Are We Born with 
a Sinful Nature?  

Psalm 51.5

6:00 service  

Fifteen Reasons Why 
We Know Jesus Existed 



 

Since my last writing to you, I have spent 6 weeks in the US visiting family, friends and giving reports about 
the work here in Chimala.  I am just arriving back in Chimala as I write to you now. 
 
As always, the work continues to 
grow and improve as God is 
greatly blessing us through you, 
our supporters.  At my last writing, 
we had just begun a 3 phase 
building project to expand our x-
ray department, build a new 
maintenance building, and adding 
a trauma center.  The expansion of 
the x-ray had just begun.  Now the 
x-ray has been completed as well 
as the maintenance building.  As 
soon as the maintenance 
department gets moved to the 
new area, we will begin the new 
trauma center!  All of these 
improvements will allow us to 
provide better and more efficient care to our community. 

During my visit to the US, the hospital received a huge blessing (a donation) which will allow us to purchase 
the much needed and requested new x-ray machine as well as an anesthesia machine.  We hope to have 
both of these pieces of much needed equipment in place by the time I write you next month!  God is 
working in Chimala through you! 
 
The hospital continues to be busy taking care of our community.  We have been dealing with a large cholera 
outbreak since the end of August/beginning of September.  The center of this outbreak was just to the east 
of us about 60 miles.  We did not have the hundreds of sick as our sister hospital did, but we did have 128 
patients .  We are praying that the end of this outbreak is near. 
 
We also continue to have many children with malnutrition.  Our numbers for September were 6 in-patients; 
6 new outpatients; 31outpatient follow-ups and 2 deaths .  Please continue to pray for these little ones.  
 
In my report, I like to tell you of the progress which is made through your support and donations.  However, 
I do not want you to think that the Tanzanians and the hospital are not pulling their share of the load.  The 
hospital covers a budget of $32,000 per month in expenses, plus they have begun a saving program in order 
to make improvements themselves.  This year, the hospital has purchased an auto-processor for x-ray, paid 
for repairs and improvements to 4 staff houses, covered medical expenses for those who can’t pay of 
around $12,000 and saved over $10,000 to place toward the purchase of an ambulance.  The challenge the 
hospital faces is that so many things need to happen quickly and as you can see large projects will take them 
many months without help.  The goal is to not ask for help unless we are helping ourselves as well.  As you 
can see, the hospital and its leadership is working hard to have a sustainable operation.  We are not asking 
you to “do it all”, but to help us until we can get the hospital in shape to care completely for itself. 
 
God continues to be with us as we learn to serve the community together.  Again, we thank you for your 
support and pray God will continue to bless us through your help.   
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The two buildings with the blue roofs are the 
latest additions to the hospital which house 
the expansion for Radiology and Maintenance 



Praise God!! 
Jacob McNeil was baptized No-

vember 26th. (He is a friend of 

Phil Joseph's)

Wouida Curtis cel-
ebrated her 92nd 
birthday on De-
cember 3rd.  

Elzie Parker will 
celebrate his 93rd 
birthday on De-
cember 13th.



FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Romans 5:1

Family Fellowship  

Family Fellowship will meet this Saturday, December 16th at 4:00 
pm at the building. We will do some Christmas Caroling and re-
turn to the building for a Christmas party. Please have all kids 

bring a wrapped gift costing no more than $5. Dinner is provid-
ed, but if you'd like to bring a dessert, please see Rebekah or 
Andrea. Deck yourself out in your favorite Christmas outfit. A 

prize will be given to the most "Spirited attendee!



December 
Activities: 
16th: Caroling 
and Family 
Fellowship 

17th: Elders 
Forum 
27th: Singing 
31st: Potluck

Carl Peugh is doing well after his knee surgery, Friday, December 1st.  

Chris Duliakas came home Tuesday after 5 days in the hospital. They 
put a stint in after his heart attack. 

Prayers for Donna Butts as she has not been well for several weeks and 
is scheduled for tests. 

Please remember Elzie & Jean Parker in your prayers.  

Bob Berry will have knee replacement surgery on December 12th, and 
then plans to go to a rehab center for 2 weeks. They are in Arizona for 
the winter. 

2017 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
December 
Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,237 ..................

Last Week December 3, 3,033 ......

Total After 47 Weeks 152,147.......

December 10: 
Gene Tomlinson 

December 17: 
Rick Calvert 

Andrea Crisp
Jacob Noveske 

Billy Henshall

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Needed! 
Looking for an adult to coordinate a second LTC 
Puppet Team. No experience is necessary and you 
do not have to have a child in LTC to help with 
this! Please see Andrea Crisp if you'd like more 
details! 

Annual Adult Gathering 
Come and enjoy some fun at the Hannan's house 
on December 15th. at 6:00 pm. There will be a 
gift exchange, a maximum of $15. Finger foods 
are suggested and drinks are supplied.  250 Ran-
cho Vista Drive, (541) 476-8889 

Christmas Blessing Baskets 
Savage Street will be blessing 5 local families with 
Christmas feasts! We'll box up everything a family 
would need for an entire meal.Please see the 
back table and sign up for needed items! Also, we 
are accepting names of families who might bene-
fit from this ministry. If you know of a local family 
in need, please let Andrea know! 
Thanks in advance for helping with this 
outreach!!! 

Hello!! 
Terry & Jo Miller send their love and they miss us. 

CALENDAR:

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Donate your blood at a blood 
drive.  

Church History  
1525: Anabaptist [They have 
beliefs similar to Churches of 
Christ] leader Hans Schlaffer is 
arrested by persecutors in Aus-
tria. Refusing to recant his op-
position to infant baptism, he 
will subsequently be burned 
alive. Think of it, this man lost 
his life for insisting that infant 
are not qualified candidates for 
baptism!  
1538: Death of Anna Zwingli, 
widow of reformer Ulrich 
Zwingli. She passes away softly, 
worshiping and commending…
friends to God. What better way 
to go?  

2018 Fall Seminar  
Finally, I have made arrange-
ments with brother Ralph 
Gilmore to hold our seminar 

October 12–14, 2018 on 
atheism. Brother Gilmore 
had a debate with an athe-
ist in 2016 and it is out in a 
book, The Gilmore-Rosen-
berg Debate: Suffering, 
Morality, and the Existence 
of God.  

Charity  
“A man may bestow great 
sums on the poor and indi-
gent without being charita-
ble, and may be charitable 
when he is not able to bestow 
anything.” –Joseph Addison  
“Did universal charity prevail, 
earth would be a heaven, and 
hell a fable.” –Charles Caleb 
Colton 
“That charity which longs to 
publish itself ceases to be chari-
ty.” –Eliza Cook  
“When faith and hope fail, as 
they do sometimes, we must try 
charity, which is love in action.” 
– Dinah Craik  
“A bone to the dog is not chari-
ty. Charity is the bone shared 
with the dog when you are just 
as hungry as the dog.” –Jack 
London  

“We are obligated to be more 
scrupulous in fulfilling the 
commandment of charity than 
any other positive command-
ment because charity is the sign 
of a righteous man.” –Moses 
Maimonides  
“The small charity that comes 
from the heart is better than the 
great charity that comes from 
the head.” –Ivan Panin 
“Why is it that so many people 
think that charity consists in giv-
ing away merely what they can-
not use instead of the article the 
recipient needs?” –Mabel Os-
good Wright 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


