
The Purpose of the Plagues on Egypt  
By Nathan House 

The plagues of Egypt served as a crash 
course to the Egyptians in getting to know the 
true God. While it is true that one of the great 
purposes of the plagues was to 
free the Israelites from their 
Egyptian masters, perhaps an 
even greater purpose was to 
make known to the Egyptians, 
in fact, to all the world that 
Yahweh He is God, and that 
there is no god like Yahweh. 
Exodus 8-12 serve to introduce 
Yahweh as God to Egypt. In 
8:10 Moses said the second 
plague was, “so that you may 
know that there is no one like 
YHWH our God.” This idea is 
seen again in 9:16 where 
YHWH spoke to Pharaoh, “for 
this purpose I have raised you 
up, to show you my power, so 
that my name may be pro-
claimed in all the earth.” In these chapters the 
idea of a greater revealing of YHWH occurs 
repeatedly (8:10, 22; 9:29; 10:2, 11:7)  and 

climaxes in chapter 12 where the Passover 
occurs. YHWH’s revelation through the 
plagues, culminating in the Passover, reveals 

His mission in the Old Testament 
as a light to the other nations. 
As such, when the Israelites 
leave, they do not leave alone 
for “a mixed multitude also 
went up with them” (12:38), 
having come to “know” YHWH. 
Thus we see that YHWH’s pur-
pose to reveal himself as the 
only true God has the desired 
effect of reaching other nations 
and other people. Certainly 
YHWH continues to reveal 
himself today, and has chosen 
Christian’s to be the avenue of 
His revealing. As Paul said in 
Ephesians 3:8 concerning him-
self, “to me…this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles 

the unsearchable riches of Christ.” We too 
should view the sharing of the unsearchable 
riches of Christ as a grace given to us.

Our History: 
The Savage Street Church of 

Christ began on March 4, 1923 
at 6th and H Streets. After 

sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 
on March 20, 1960. Join us in 
2023 when we celebrate our 

100th anniversary! 
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

10:30 Service  

The Shedding of 
Animal and Human 

Blood in the Old 
Testament

6:00 service  

What Is Hell?  
Is it the grave or eternal fire? 



I send you all warm greetings this beautiful Monday morning!  
I hope this email finds you well. Let me start by saying thank you for your continued support. As 

we begin to look forward to 2018 I wanted to take a minute and give you a quick update as to the 
year. Things are going extremely well at home. My oldest son Will is completing his first semester in 
college—and it looks like he will maintain a 4.0 GPA. He continues to want to follow in my foot-
steps, so he is majoring in communications and will get a Master’s degree in Apologetics. Reese is 
busy with school, working at the Williamson County Soccer League concession stand, and produc-
ing Christian YouTube videos for tweens. Claire enjoys school and is still taking piano lessons. And 
Luke is 100% all-boy. He is my little helper. He loves to figure out how things work and he enjoys 
building things. Melinda continues to homeschool and provide the perfect “nest” for our family to 
continue to grow closer to God and one another. She is truly an incredible wife, mom, teacher, etc. I 
recognize I am a blessed man and I thank God at least once per day for showering His blessings on 
our family. I have taken a closer look at my physical health over the last 4 months. Traveling every 
weekend can be hard on the body, and so in August I decided to make some serious lifestyle 
changes that will hopefully make it easier to continue to do what I do. I’ve dropped about 30 
pounds and my overall cholesterol is at 155. I made God a promise a long time ago that I would 
continue doing His work as long as I was physically able to do so—my prayer is this will allow me 
to continue teaching and preaching into old age.  

Again, I know numbers are not an accurate portrait of accomplishments, but I also know some 
people like to see numbers to know how their support is being used. Over the past 12 months I have 
conducted 38 “Origins” type seminars in 16 different states. 

Conducted 2 overseas mission campaigns 
Conducted a domestic mission campaign with 25 Christians to Montana 
Conducted 22 single day workshops lectures, youth rallies, seminars 
Spoke on 3 different college campuses 
Taught at a future preacher training camp. 
Took a class at the Nashville school of preaching 
Had 613 responses to the Lord’s invitation 
Had 58 baptisms for the remission of sins 
Currently have 4 Bible studies going with skeptics, agnostics, college students. 
Produced 12 issues of Think magazine. 
Produced 3 new DVDs—one that will be used for evangelism 
Coauthored a “new Christian” book titled Starting Line with my son Will 
Spent six weeks in Montana working on a new science textbook for 9-10th graders (hopefully 

due out in the fall) 
Currently working on a new book about the six days of Creation that will be released in the 

spring 
My calendar is quickly filling up for next year. I’ve booked two more speaking engagements in 

the last 24 hours. I thank God for the opportunities He is giving me and will continue to do my best-
sellers to further His kingdom. 

I do have one immediate need for you to consider. In January I will be taking myself and 3 young 
men to Jamaica. This is a “get your hands dirty” mission trip with door-knocking, VBS, me teaching 
in schools during the day and Gospel meeting at night. The cost is $750 plus airfare per person. If 
you are able to help with any of those expenses it would be greatly appreciated. If you have any 
questions please let me know. Thanks again. Please continue to remember my family and the work 
of Focus Press in your prayers. 

Peace and grace to you. 
Brad

A Year-End Report from Brad Harrub 



 

EVANGELISM REPORT OCTOBER, 2017               
The report below is what Joseph Haonga sent me for  

October Evangelism Report.  
This report alone is enough to show why it is so important for us to keep this school not only continuing,  

but we need to support it enough to allow it to grow to its full potential. 
 

 
Tukuyu: The first place of evangelism 

this month was Tukuyu where a 
serious campaign was waged 
against the devil.  This included 
door knocking, invitation to services 
and visiting the fallen Christians. 
This work resulted in five (5) 
baptisms. 

 
Inyala: Second area was Inyala where a 

similar campaign was conducted 
and brought about amazing 
outcomes of seven (7) baptisms. 

 
Utambalila: The third place of evangelism 

this month was Utambalila which 
is one of the new areas of 
evangelism done by our students as 
practice areas and the outcome was 
three (3) people were baptized. 

 
The Chimala Mission church of Christ was not left behind in these efforts. Their work also had 
 awesome results where six (6) people were added to the church. 
 
The Hospital also has evangelism activities everyday and three (3) people have been baptized. 
 
At the Secondary school where we have evangelism and Bible Knowledge classes everyday produced 

amazing results of seventeen (17) baptisms. 
 
Some went to Ukwavila for evangelism and outcome was three (3) baptisms. 
 
The Radio Program one of our current loudest tools for reaching out to the lost. It has resulted in  
 four (4) baptism and eighteen (18) restorations. 
 
In Matamba where we sent students and one teacher to serve at a funeral due to the death of one of the 

Christians there. Three (3) people were baptized. 
 
Ntapisi: had two (2) baptisms. 
 
Manyoro: Another area of evangelism. In this area four (4) people were added to the church and  
 fifty-three (53) returned.  
 
 
Joseph Haonga 
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CHIMALA BIBLE INSTITUTE EVANGELISM REPORT 

With Your Help Many Souls  
Are Being Added Each Month  

to the Lord’s Church 



Ladies, young and old! Save 
the date! Friday, January 

12th, 6:30 pm 
is...CHOCOLATE NIGHT!  

Details to come...

FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Seven Churches of  
Revelation 2-3

New Year's Eve 
The Crisp Family would like to invite all 
to a New Year's Eve party at their home! 
On the 31st, following Sunday evening 
worship, head over to 100 McKenzie 

Ridge Road and bring in 2018 with your 
church family. All are welcome! Please 
bring a game and a snack to share. Ring 
in the New Year, or stay for just a couple 
hours, your choice! Please see Mike or 

Andrea if you would like directions.

Mark Your Calendars!



December 
Activities: 
17th: Elders 
Forum 
27th: Singing 
31st: Potluck 

31st: New Years at 
the Crisps 
January 
Activities: 
28th: Potluck 
31st: Singing

Please pray for Cameron Wilson, a local young man in his 20s who 
was involved in a very serious car accident last week.  He remains in 
critical condition. (Prayer request from Andrea Crisp) 

Pray for the Conley family that they will find housing by January 9th. 
(David Conley is a friend of Jacob Noveske and is attending Church 
with him) 

Pray for Diana Friesen's health.  

Pray for these caretakers: 
     Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana. 
     Jean Parker as she cares for Elzie. 
     Glenda Brazil as she cares for Mildred. 
     Paul & Dorothy Hannan as they care for Wouida. 

2017 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
December 
Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,235 ..................

Last Week December 10, 3,171 ....

Total After 48 Weeks 155,318.......

December 17: 
Rick Calvert 

December 24: 
Kerri Ruhl 

Andrea Crisp
Nash Crisp 

Dominic Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Christmas Blessing Baskets 
A big thank you to all who are bringing items for 
the Christmas Feast boxes! Please have all items 
to church building by Friday! One Feast Box is 
still available to give away if you know of a local 
family who could use it! Also...looking for 5 box-
es (about the size of a copy paper box). Please see 
Andrea Crisp if you can donate boxes.  

Christmas Caroling 
Thank you to all who came out Christmas carol-
ing yesterday! You are appreciated!!! 
Family Fellowship will next meet Saturday, Feb-
ruary 3rd! 

Thank You 
The Duliakasis’ want to thank everyone for their 
prayers. 

CALENDAR:

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Sit with someone who is eating 
alone at our potlucks.  

Church History  
304: Lucy, a young Christian 
virgin, is executed for her faith, 
an attempt having been first 
made to force her into prostitu-
tion.  
1791: The United States Bill of 
Rights is ratified, guaranteeing 
freedom of religion among oth-
er liberties.  

What Patience Is  
“Waiting in prayer is a disci-
plined refusal to act before God 
acts.”  
–Eugene Peterson 

Most Important Thought  
“The most important thought I 
ever had was that of my indi-
vidual responsibility to God.”  
–Daniel Webster 

G o d B e c a m e a 
Servant  
“God must become 
the equal of the 
lowliest . But the 
lowliest is one who 
serves others. God 
therefore must ap-
pear in the form of a 
servant. But this ser-
vant’s form is not 
merely something he 
puts on, like the beg-
gar’s cloak, which, 
because it is only a cloak, flut-
ters loosely and betrays the 
king. No, it is his true form. For 
this is the unfathomable nature 
of boundless love, that it desires 
to be equal with the beloved; 
not in jest, but in truth.”  
– Søren Kierkegaard  

A Reason to Be Kind  
“Everyone you meet is fighting a 
battle you know nothing about. 
Be kind. Always.”  
(Author Unknown)  

Update from Don Patton  
Don Patton called me this past 
Friday and reported that on De-

cember 20th his name and oth-
ers will be removed from the 
no-fly list for Turkey. The permit 
that Don had for climbing 
Mount Ararat has expired, but 
another archaeologist has a 
permit and Don and his co-
workers can work under this 
archaeologist’s permit. Siam’s 
brother is now helping (Siam 
was Don’s contact in Turkey, but 
was murder as a result of this 
work to find Noah’s Ark. Don 
anticipates going to Turkey in 
July or August of 2018. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


