
George Washington and His Troops at Valley Forge 

Two hundred forty years ago this past week, 
12,000 American soldiers retreated from the 
British and camped at Valley Forge, Pennsyl-
vania.  

Over 2,500 of them died from starvation, 
disease, or freezing to death.  

The governor of New York 
said they were a, “skeleton of 
an army…in a naked, starv-
ing condition, out of health, 
out of spirits.”  

A man named Isaac Potts 
saw the general of this army, 
George Washington, praying 
on his knees in the snow.  

Then the army went on to 
defeat the world’s superpow-
er!  

Who would have believed 
it?  

However, this is even more true for the 
church, for we appear as nothing, but forces 
work on our behalf that we cannot see:  
1. Elisha told his servant when they were sur-

rounded by the Syrian Army, “Do not fear, 

for those who are with us are more than 
those who are with them” (2Ki 6.16).  

2. Hezekiah told Jerusalem when surrounded 
by Assyria, “Be strong and courageous; do 
not be afraid nor dismayed before the king 

of Assyria, nor before all the 
multitude that is with him; 
for there are more with us 
than with him. With him is 
an arm of flesh; but with us is 
the LORD our God, to help 
u s a n d t o fi g h t o u r 
battles” (2Ch 32.7–8).  
3.John reminded us, “You are 
of God, little children, and 
have overcome them, be-
cause He who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the 
world” (1Jo 4.4).  
4.What else can we con-

clude but what Paul did? 
“What then shall we say to these things? If 
God is for us, who can be against 
us?” (Romans 8.31). DR 

Our History: 
The Savage Street Church of 

Christ began on March 4, 1923 
at 6th and H Streets. After 

sometime on Evelyn Street, we 
moved to our present location 
on March 20, 1960. Join us in 
2023 when we celebrate our 

100th anniversary! 
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

6:00 Service  

An Oceanographer  
and a Creationist  

Belief in creation leads to dramatic 
advances in our world  

Psalm 8.8

10:30 service  

Apologetics and 
Christmas  

You have some great 
opportunities to show the truth  

First Peter 3.15–17 
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Genesis 2–6  
By Nathan House  

In Genesis chapters 2–6 we see God’s mission as it unfolds beginning with his creation of mankind 
in chapter 2. God “formed” man and “breathed” life into him but unfortunately this which began 
“very good” would quickly be tarnished by sin. Three key words that occur in these chapters are 
God, man and death. Other key words that reflect upon the sinful and damaged condition of 
mankind also occur such as: cursed, kill, evil, corrupt, violence and destroy. In each of the last four 
chapters under consideration death seems to reign, but through the gloom we see God’s mission of 
salvation as well. In chapter 3 the serpents head would be crushed. In chapter 4 sin would force 
Cain to conclude that, “from your [God’s- NH] face I shall be hidden”, and yet God would give him 
hope and protection (4:15). In chapter five death reigns. A man is born, and he dies. But again God 
demonstrates that He is not far from us as “Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took 
him” (5:24). Finally we see God’s mission of salvation over sin and wickedness in chapter 6 where 
God makes a covenant with righteous Noah because he walked with God. As we look back at these 
chapters we see sin enter a world and a relationship and damage it, but hope remains as God’s mis-
sion of salvation flows through His victory over the serpent and through His love of His servants 
Enoch and Noah.
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John 1:11-12

Greatest man in history, named Jesus, 
had no servants, yet they called him 

Master. Had no degree, yet they called 
him Teacher. Had no medicines, yet 

they called Healer. He had no army, yet 
kings feared Him. He won no military 

battles, yet he conquered the world. He 
committed no crime, yet they crucified 
him. He was buried in a tomb, yet He 

lives today.       -Author Unknown



December 
Activities: 
27th: Singing 
29th: 
Navigating 
Public Schools 
31st: Potluck 

31st: New Years 
at the Crisps 
January 
Activities: 
5th: Navigating 
Public Schools 
12th: 6:30 pm 
Chocolate night 

Prayers answered; Bob Berry has not had the hiccups since Thursday 
evening. Please continue to pray for his knee recovery and a recent blood 
clot in his lung. He is at home and has a good treatment plan for the blood 
clot. 

Pray for Bryan Archer; he is going to be having a quadruple by-pass on 
January 2nd. He is 88 years old so there are many risks. (Faye Archer's 
husband)  
  
Continue to pray for Phillip Braden; that his eye will continue to heal and 
that his body will not reject the new eye transplants. (Tim Braden's 
grandson) 

Pray for Diana Friesen's health.  

2017 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
December 
Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,220 ..................

Last Week December 17, 2,690 ....

Total After 49 Weeks 157,808.......

December 24: 
Kerri Ruhl 

December 31: 
Larry & Diane 

Amberg 

Andrea Crisp
Jacob Noveske 

Nash Crisp

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah 
Calvert. If you would like to have your announcement run in our bul-
letin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah Calvert: 

LTC Chorus 
Do you like to sing praises to God? Do you want to 
learn more about music in order to help our congrega-
tional singing? Are you young enough to still be in 
school? Are you willing to put in some time to learn 
songs and practice them with a fun group of other 
kids? Then we want you to join us in the LTC chorus! 
We will begin practicing on January 7 at 5:00 pm. We 
will learn several songs and then present them at the 
LTC convention in late March. 

New Year's Eve 
The Crisp Family would like to invite all to a New 
Year's Eve party at their home! On the 31st, following 
Sunday evening worship, head over to 100 McKenzie 
Ridge Road and bring in 2018 with your church fami-

ly. All are welcome! Please bring a game and a snack 
to share. Ring in the New Year, or stay for just a couple 
hours, your choice! Please see Mike or Andrea if you 
would like directions. 

Chocolate Night 
Ladies young and old! Save the date! Friday, January 
12, 6:30 pm is...CHOCOLATE NIGHT...details to 
come. 

Thank You 
Thank you to all who filled up the Christmas blessing 
baskets. They will bring much cheer!! 

So good to Diana Friesen! We love you!

CALENDAR:

Pray for these caretakers: 
     Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana. 
     Jean Parker as she cares for Elzie. 
     Glenda Brazil as she cares for  

Mildred. 
     Paul & Dorothy Hannan as they care 

for Wouida. 
     Jack Collier as he cares for Marie      

Collier. 



Suggested Good Work  
Let someone go in front of you 
at the cashier.  

Church History  
(Christian History Institute)  
1917: The Bolsheviks in Russia 
confiscate church lands, cancel 
state subsidies for the church, 
make marriage a civil ordi-
nance, and nationalize the 
schools, abolishing all religious 
instruction. How well did that 
work out for Russia? Today, the 
Union of Soviet Socialists Re-
public has fallen and the church 
lives on in Russia. It happened 
there just as I have been telling 
you recently, that whoever op-
poses the church eventually falls 
and the church continues on 
thriving and growing. It seems 
that we are witnessing the fall of 
ISIS, which does not surprise me 
because they persecuted to the 
death, those who believe in Je-
sus and the Bible.  

God Is Love  
“This is all I have known for cer-
tain, that God is love. Even if I 
have been mistaken about this 
or that point, God is neverthe-
less love. If I have made a mis-
take it will be plain enough; so I 
repent – and God is love. He is 
love – not he was love, nor he 
will be love, oh no, even that 
future is too slow for me – he is 
love. 
“Oh, how wonderful! Some-
times, perhaps, my repentance 
does not come at once, and so 
there is a future. But God keeps 
no person waiting, for he is 
love. Like spring water which 
keeps the same temperature 
summer and winter – so is 
God’s love. His love is a spring 
that never runs dry.”  
– Søren Kierkegaard  

“God’s love is like water: it 
seeks the lowest place.”  
–J. Heinrich Arnold 

Looking at Your Life 
“When we start to look at God 
through our circumstances in-
stead of looking at our circum-
stances through God’s eyes, we 
will lose faith, patience, and 

courage, and the enemy will 
triumph.” 
–Warren W. Wiersbe 

Our Home Is God’s Home  
“The gospel declares that God 
put us here, that God is here, 
and that God makes our home 
here, his home here. The gospel 
places us in the world that God 
loved in such a way that he gave 
his only Son on its behalf…God 
joins us, down here amongst the 
malaria-ridden swamps and the 
dry, overworked hills. God 
makes our home his home. God 
declares this planet worth his 
time and attention.”  
– Daniel J. Stulac 

When You Know Christ More  
“Realize that to know Christ you 
must lead a dying life. The more 
you die to yourself, the more 
you will live unto God. You will 
never enjoy heavenly things un-
less you are ready to suffer 
hardship for Christ. Nothing is 
more acceptable to God, noth-
ing more helpful for you on this 
earth. When there is a choice to 
be made, take the narrow way. 
This alone will make you more 
like Christ.”  
– Thomas à Kempis

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
 Kevin Michael 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


