
Elizabeth Dirks 
By Dan Graves (Christian History Institute) 

Elizabeth Dirks was a trailblazer and a woman 
of great courage. Raised in a nunnery in East Fries-
land, she learned to read Latin and read the Bible 
through and through. She became certain that 
monasticism was not the way taught in Scripture. 
With the help of milkmaids she escaped… 

In 1549, Catholic authorities arrested her. When 
they found her Bible they knew they had the per-
son they were looking for…When they tried to get 
her to take an oath at her interrogation, she re-
fused, saying Christ had taught that our yes should 
mean yes and our no mean no. 

The record of her inquisition shows that the ex-
aminers asked her to inform on those whom she 
had taught. Knowing that this would lead to their 
arrest, she refused.  

“No, my Lords, do not press me on this point. 
Ask me about my faith and I will answer you glad-
ly.” 

“We will make it so tough that you will tell us,” 
they threatened.  

When she would not reveal who had baptized 
her or whom she had taught, they questioned her 
beliefs. She insisted that church buildings were 
not the house of God, for our bodies are the tem-
ple of the Holy Spirit. She denied that the New 

Testament spoke of the bread and wine as a 
sacrament but rather as the Lord’s Supper. Asked if 
she were saved by baptism, she replied, “No, my 
Lords. All the water in the sea cannot save me. All 
my salvation is in Christ, who has commanded me 
love the Lord, my God, and my neighbor as my-
self.” She denied that priests have authority to for-
give sins—only Christ.  

Still refusing to reveal who had baptized her, she 
was taken to the torture chamber and said, “So far 
we have treated you gently. Since you won’t con-
fess, we will put you to the torture.”  

A man named Mr. Hans applied screws to a 
thumb and fingers until blood spurted from under 
her fingernails. Still she wouldn’t give away her 
friends, but her agony was so great that she cried 
aloud to Christ and received relief. So they lifted 
her skirt to apply torture to her shins. She pleaded 
that she had never allowed anyone to touch her 
body and they promised to respect her. 

Then they crushed her leg bones with screws 
until she fainted. The men thought she was dead, 
but she came to and assured them she was not. 
Realizing that they could get nothing out of her, 
the authorities condemned her to die. Rather than 
burn her, as was customary, they tied her in a bag 
and drowned her on March 27, 1549. 

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

6:00 Service  

Could Noah Have 
Built the Ark?  

Did he have the know-
how and the tools?  

Genesis 6.13–16

10:30 service  

What About 
Self-Forgiveness?  

Is it biblical?  

Psalm 32.1–5 



What About Self-Forgiveness?  
I. Listening to _______________ Versus Listening to _______________  

A. The Bible is the _______________ on forgiveness.  

B. The Bible presents _______________ that we need to know about forgiveness.  

C. John 15.11 – Yet, where did He ever _______________ self-forgiveness?  

D. Where did any _______________, any _______________, or Jesus teach self-forgiveness?  

E. Acts 2.38–39  

II. Are Our Requirements More _______________ Than God’s?  

A. What do you ___________ when you say God may have forgiven you, but you cannot forgive yourself?  

B. Is our sin a greater offense again _______________ than it is against God?  

III. Is the _______________ Enough?  

A. Why did Jesus go to the _______________?   

B. Or do we say to God that the crucifixion of His Son is not _______________ for us?  

IV. We Are Not in the Place of God  

A. Mark 2.4–7  

B. Is it only _______________ who can forgive sins?  

C. _______________ God can forgive us of our sins.  

1. If we can forgive our sins, why do we need _______________?  

2. If we can forgive our sins, why do we need _______________?  

V. _______________ Our Sin  

A. Psalm 51 

1. Does this picture a man _______________ with forgiving himself?  

2. He let the Lord know that he had not _______________ his sin.  

3. And _______________ never told David that he just needed to forgive himself.  

4. Self-forgiveness is not a major or minor _______________ in God’s word.  

5. Do you think that David’s _______________ of his sin kept him from repeating it?  

B. Second Peter 1.2–9  

1. Forgetting our sin and its cleansing makes us _______________ spiritually.  

C. Our guilt _______________ us.  

1. Guilt is supposed to be _______________.  

2. By that uncomfortable feeling we seek the _______________.  

D. _______________ His forgiveness and live in joy. 



FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Genesis 12:3



Aaliyah Lynn: Rebekah Noveske & Carl Peugh 

Arianna Prin: Don Ruhl & Traci Peugh 

Adam Peugh: Chris Meyer & Nancy Watkins 

Billy Henshall: Dan Calvert & Phil Joseph 

Brian Paul: Anne Peugh & Nick Saulters 

Colby Cossairt: Faye Archer & Vivien Henshall 

Colbie Estes: Karen Calvert & Rene Jones 

Daughtry Prin: Don Ruhl & Mike Crisp 

Dominic Meyer: Larry Amberg & Scott Henshall 

Jackson Meyer: Lynn Buell & Karen Fitzwater 

Jacob Noveske: Tim Braden 

Jacob Prin: Kerri Ruhl & Andrea Crisp 

Jake Worden: Cheryl Cates & Paul Hannan 

Kayleigh Meyer: Dorothy Hannan  

Kelly Crisp: Chris Meyer & Beverly Hilterbrand 

Landon Wagerle: Terry Rathbone 

Lila Peugh: Wayne Duncan & Rene Jones 

MaKenzy Miller: Terry Rathbone & Shirley Frisby 

McKinley Meyer: Vickie Orr & Jennifer Thomason 

Michael Davis: Traci Peugh 

Michael Estes: Karen Calvert & Anne Peugh 

Mitchell Wagerle: Nancy Watkins 

Nash Crisp: Phil Joseph 

Natalee Noveske: Denise Fry & Traci Peugh 

Nick Noveske: Kevin Michael & Cathy Berry 

Orie Peugh: Chris Meyer & Vivien Henshall 

Paige Thomason: Dorothy Hannan & Toby Duliakas 

Paris Prin: Kerri Ruhl & Mildred Turley 

Riley Miller: Lynn Buell & Carl Peugh 

Taylor Henshall: Rebekah Noveske & Diane Amberg 

Zoe Peugh: Gene Tomlinson & Karen Fitzwater

Prayer Warriors 



January Activities: 
28th: Potluck 
31st: Singing 

February 
Activities: 
3rd: Family 
Fellowship Bowling 
night 
16-18: West Coast 
Girls Conference 
25th: Potluck 
28th: Singing

"Prayers for an acquaintance from work whose spending up to ninety 
months in jail and is a mother, and the family I work for, Carol Crawford" 

Please keep Mandi Ridgley in your prayers, she has a very serious 
infection in her arm that could possibly end up leading to an amputation. 
Pray that her arm will heal. 

Pray for Karen Calvert; she dislocated her right shoulder. 

Pray for Gloriann Duncan; she has been dealing with sciatic pain.  

2018 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building January Greeters Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,524 ..................

Last Week January 14, 3,893 .........

Total After 2 Weeks 7,048.............

January 21: 
Kerri Ruhl 

January 28 : 
Wayne & Gloriann 

Wayne & 
Gloriann 
Duncan

Dominic Meyer 

Billy Henshall

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

February Volunteers Needed 
We are in need of someone to host potluck, greet 
people and put some love into our bulletin board 
for the month of February. If this sounds like 
something you would like to volunteer for, you 
can sign up on the bulletin board next to the 
teachers supply room. 

Attention Parents (West Coast Girls Conference) 
Parents of 6th-12th grade girls, please let Andrea 
Crisp know today if your girls will be attending 
the West Coast Girls Conference in Feb. We re-
ceive a discount if registered by the end of the 
week. Scholarships are available.  

LTC Practices Today 
Puppet practice at 4:00 
Choir practice at 5:00 

Family Fellowship Bowling  
Saturday February 3rd. at 5:00, we will 
be meeting at Caveman Bowling. 
Please bring $7 per person, for 2 
games and shoe rental. 

March for Life 
They meet at 1:00 at the Josephine County Court-
house and walk down to Riverside Park. 

CALENDAR:

Pray for these caretakers: 
Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana. 
Jean Parker as she cares for Elzie. 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for 

Mildred. 
Paul & Dorothy Hannan as they care 

for Wouida. 
Jack Collier as he cares for Marie 

Collier.  
Faye Archer as she cares for Bryan.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Hold the elevator door for oth-
ers.  

Peace  
“It does not mean to be in a 
place where there is no noise, 
trouble or hard work. It means 
to be in the midst of these things 
and still be calm in your soul.”  
–Unknown 

Church History  
(Christian History Institute)  
1525: After a public debate the 
day before between Anabaptists 
and Zwingli, the Zurich council 
mandates that all infants must 
be baptized within eight days. 
Persecution of Anabaptists soon 
follows. This is why we do not 
want a state run church!  

A Major Watershed in History  
“If the world has not ap-
proached its end, it has reached 
a major watershed in history, 
equal in importance to the turn 
from the Middle Ages to the Re-
naissance. It will demand from 

us a spiritual blaze; we shall 
have to rise to a new height of 
vision, to a new level of life 
where our physical nature will 
not be cursed as in the Middle 
Ages, but even more important-
ly, our spiritual being will not be 
trampled upon as in the Modern 
Era.”  
– A l e x a n d e r S o l z h e n i t s y n 
(Commencement address at 
Harvard University, June 1978)  

The Battle for Freedom in 
America  
“If we fight the battle at any 
point except where the battle is 
really being fought, we might as 
well not fight. Luther’s famous 
maxim is urgent for Christians 
today. The U.S. is experiencing 
its gravest crisis since the Civil 
War, but there is no agreement 
as to what the crux of the battle 
is. The division in this country is 
not just between Progressives 
and Conservatives, ‘coastals' 
and ‘heart-landers,’ and ‘global-
ists’ and ‘nationalists.’ It is be-
tween ‘1776,’ and the heirs and 

allies of the American Revolu-
tion, where faith and freedom 
went hand in hand; and ‘1789,’ 
and the heirs and allies of the 
thinking of the French Revolu-
tion, where faith and freedom 
were mortal enemies.  
“The current crisis is a tale of 
these two revolutions. Both cry 
‘freedom,’ but their views of 
freedom are diametrically op-
posed. They have different roots 
(the Bible versus the Enlighten-
ment), different views of human 
nature (realism versus utopi-
anism), different views of 
change (incremental versus rad-
ical), different views of freedom 
(the power to do what you 
ought versus the permission to 
do what you like), different 
views of government (protective 
versus progressive), different 
views of accountability (‘under 
God’ versus without God), and 
different views of righting 
wrongs (repentance and recon-
ciliation versus reparation and 
revenge).”  
–Os Guinness 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


