
Most Christians seem to hate Leviticus. I will 
admit, it was never my favorite either, but I think 
that’s because I was looking at it all wrong.  

Leviticus is a strange book, especially to our 
ears. There is a lot of talk about blood, fat, and en-
trails. Most Christians speed-read through Leviti-
cus and say, when 
they are finished, 
“I’m so glad we 
don’t live under Old 
Testament law any-
more.” When I read 
Leviticus in one sit-
ting, I thought to 
myself, “I wish peo-
ple would stop say-
ing that.” That’s real-
l y n o t h o w w e 
should feel when we 
read this book.  

1. God is holy. 
I think most of us 

have the wrong idea 
a b o u t t h e w o r d 
“holy.” We tend  to 
think it means “morally good.” We assume when 
someone says, “God is holy,” it means God is real-
ly, really good. God certainly is good, but that’s 
not what “holy” means.  

When we say, “God is holy” it means, “God is 
otherly.” It means He is totally, completely, and 

fundamentally different than anyone or anything 
else. He is one-of-a-kind. He is Himself and no 
other is like Him. 

2. God desires closeness. 
It may be hard for us to see the big picture, 

through all the blood and guts, but this book is 
about God wanting to 
dwell with His cho-
sen people, Israel. 
He wants to be in 
close proximity to 
them. He wants to 
live right there in 
their camp. 
Isn’t that beautiful 
and amazing? The 
God of heaven wants 
to live in a tent, so 
He can be close to 
His people. 
3. God is both good 
and dangerous. 
There is, however, 
one problem with 
God dwelling with 

His people. The problem is that God is holy and 
people are…well…people. When people—in their 
unclean state—come into the presence of a holy 
God, they die. In love, God put a separation be-
tween Himself and people so they don’t immedi-
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tween Himself and people so they don’t immedi-
ately die. 

But God loves His people too much to allow 
them to remain estranged from Him. He put the 
Levitical system in place to make Israel incre-
mentally clean, so He could dwell in their pres-
ence. 

4. The whole book points forward to Jesus. 
There is so much more I could say about Leviti-

cus, but I will close simply by rejoicing in the 

fact that the whole book points forward to Jesus. 
He is our perfect High Priest, who has come to 
make us permanently clean by offering Himself, 
once and for all. As a result, through Jesus, God 
can take up His residence with us and in us. 

God has always wanted to live with His people 
in harmony. The Levitical system was a temporary 
measure, but Jesus came to offer Himself in love 
as the permanent solution. 

Continued from previous page

Family Fellowship This Saturday 
Saturday February 3rd. at 5:00, we will be meeting at Caveman Bowling. Please 

bring $7 per person, for 2 games and shoe rental.
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Noah’s Ark: Part 2  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 28, In the year of our Lord, 2018  

1. Was every type of animal life on the Ark?  

2. Was each species of animal on the Ark?  

3. Does belief in rapid origin of new species mean that creationists are accepting organic evolution?  

4. Were insects and other invertebrates on the Ark?  

5. How could dinosaurs (including the largest sauropods) have all fit on the Ark?  

6. Was the median size of animals on the Ark sheep-sized, or much smaller?  

7. Based on actual laboratory-animal housing standards, how much Ark floor space was necessary to 
house the 16,000 animals?  

8. Must the diets of captive wild animals, for the most part, closely resemble their diets in nature?  

9. As the Ark moved, would the water have sloshed out of the drinking containers?  

10. Is it possible to have designed an arrangement in which the twelve tons of daily animal waste was 
not handled by the eight-person crew at all?  

11. What prevented vermin from being a serious problem on the Ark?  

12. Would the methane emanating from the decomposing manure have caused an explosion, destroying 
the Ark?  

13. Is the slotted Ark window an adequate design for ventilation?  

14. Considering all of the animals, provender, etc., was the Ark overloaded?  

15. Were the ancient peoples capable of building only boats and small ships?  

16. Is it not physically impossible to build a wooden ship of Ark dimensions?  

17. If petroleum was used as the pitch to seal the Ark, where did it originate on the antediluvian earth?  

18. What kinds of experience did the ancients have in managing large numbers of wild animals simulta-
neously?  

19. How could Noah have dealt with fearful or recalcitrant animals, especially the large ones?  

20. How could Noah have distinguished males from females in the case of animals whose genders ap-
pear identical? 



January Activities: 
28th: Potluck 
31st: Singing 

February 
Activities: 
3rd: Family 
Fellowship Bowling 
night 
16-18: West Coast 
Girls Conference 
25th: Potluck 
28th: Singing

Update: Bob Berry is doing his physical therapy for his knee replacement 
and is improving. 

Update: Bryan Archer is coming along with his recovery. He is able to 
walk around the house with his walker now. 

Pray for Karen Calvert; she fell and dislocated her shoulder. 

Pray for Gloriann Duncan; that she will regain her full health. She has 
been having sciatic pain in her leg. 

Pray for Joan Saulters she was diagnosed with uterine cancer. She had 
surgery Wednesday in Eugene. The cancer has spread to one 
lymph node, but the surgeon believes he can remove the 
cancer before it spreads further.

2018 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building January Greeters Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,438 ..................

Last Week January 21, 3,893 .........

Total After 3 Weeks 10,316...........

January 28: 
Wayne & Gloriann 

February  : 
Larry & Diane 

Wayne & 
Gloriann 
Duncan

Billy Henshall 

Jacob Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com 

Worship Banner LTC 
There will be a LTC meeting for anyone interested 
in doing the worship banner on February 4th right 
after services. 

Celebration 
Everyone is invited to celebrate Don & Kerri's 
40th anniversary on February 24th 4-6 pm, at the 
Church building. Cake and light refreshments will 
be provided. Cards are welcomed. Please contact 
Traci for more information. 

Potluck Today 
Come enjoy a potluck meal and fellowship after 
services today. Soup and salad is on the menu. 

LTC Practice Time 
For this week only, Puppet Teams and Chorus will 
swap time slots.  
Chorus: 4:00 pm 
Both Puppet Teams: 5:00 pm 
Thank you!  

Thank you 
Thank you for all of your prayers, visits, and 
cards. (Phil & Diana Friesen) 

CALENDAR:

Pray for these caretakers: 
Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana. 
Jean Parker as she cares for Elzie. 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for 

Mildred. 
Paul & Dorothy Hannan as they care 

for Wouida. 
Jack Collier as he cares for Marie   
Faye Archer as she cares for Bryan.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Suggested Good Work  
Text a friend to say you’re think-
ing of him.  

Church History  
(Christian History Institute)  
ANDREW BRYAN was a slave in 
Savannah, Georgia, who be-
came a Christian while listening 
to another slave, George Liele, 
preach on the text “You must be 
born again.” After Liele left Sa-
vannah, Bryan began to preach 
himself.  

Afraid that slaves who lis-
tened to black preachers would 
rise up in rebellion, Georgia’s 
p l a n t a t i o n o w n e r s s o o n 
whipped and imprisoned An-
drew Bryan. Afterward, he held 
up his hand and declared that 
“he would freely suffer death for 
the cause of Christ.” The slaves 
under his teaching prayed for 
their persecutors.  

Bryan’s master was upset at 
what had been done to Bryan. 
He gave him the use of one of 
his barns as a church after Bryan 

went to court and obtained 
permission to hold church ser-
vices.  

In 1788, Bryan bought his 
freedom…Many whites admired 
his spunk and attended his ser-
mons, although he had little 
learning beyond a sound under-
standing of the Gospel. Few of 
his members could read or 
write.  

The resolute soul-winner 
soon bought the land for a sanc-
tuary and by 1800 his congrega-
tion had grown to over seven 
hundred members… 

The Way to Interpret the 
Sermon on the Mount  

“Humanly speaking, we could 
understand and interpret the 
Sermon on the Mount in a thou-
sand different ways. Jesus knows 
only one possibility: simple sur-
render and obedience, not in-
terpreting it or applying it, but 
doing and obeying it. That is the 
only way to hear his word. He 
does not mean that it is to be 

discussed as an ideal; he really 
means us to get on with it.”  
– Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

The Heavens Speak  
“The heavens declare the glory 

of God;  
And the firmament shows His 

handiwork.  
Day unto day utters speech,  
And night unto night reveals 

knowledge.”  
–Psalms 19.1–2 

“For all its silence, the sky has a 
language. Without any words 
the stars speak many things right 
into our hearts. They tell of 
God’s omnipotence, his wis-
dom, his loving care; they tell of 
his fathomless infinity, yet they 
also give us a sense of how very 
close and friendly he is. He 
seems distant, because he is so 
great, and on the other hand he 
seems near, looking on us as he 
does, through the eyes of the 
heavens.”  
–Johann Christoph Blumhardt

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 
OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


