
The firstfruits belong to the Lord  
The Lord our God gives us everything. In return, 

He wants the firstfruits. He stressed this to Israel, 
“All that open the womb are Mine, and every 
male firstborn among your livestock, whether ox 
or sheep. But the firstborn of a donkey you shall 
redeem with a lamb. And if you will not redeem 
him, then you shall break his neck. All the first-
born of your sons you shall redeem. And none 
shall appear before Me empty-
handed” (Exodus 34.19–20).  

The firstborn of animals they of-
fered as sacrifices. Obviously, the 
Lord did not want them to kill their 
sons, thus, they had to redeem 
them, the parents had to offer other 
sacrifices in place of their sons.  

The point is in that last sentence: 
Israelites were not to appear before 
the Lord empty-handed. Nor 
should Christians today. Every time 
you go to worship, bring a gift. 
How can we say we have worshiped, if we have 
not brought a sacrifice, such as our financial con-
tribution?  

Do you only get paid once a month? First thing 
you should do is write checks for every Lord’s 
Day, or put cash in envelopes with dates on them, 
so that you will have the money to give. Do what-
ever you have to do to fulfill your obligation to the 
Lord. DR 

How to detect an ignorant guide  
Jesus called the scribes and Pharisees blind 

guides because they thought the gold was greater 
than the temple, “Woe to you, blind guides, who 
say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; 
but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he 
is obliged to perform it.’ Fools and blind! For 
which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanc-
tifies the gold? And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, 

it is nothing; but whoever swears by 
the gift that is on it, he is obliged to 
perform it.’ Fools and blind! For 
which is greater, the gift or the altar 
that sanctifies the gift? Therefore he 
who swears by the altar, swears by 
it and by all things on it. He who 
swears by the temple, swears by it 
and by Him who dwells in it. And 
he who swears by heaven, swears 
by the throne of God and by Him 
who sits on it” (Matthew 23.16–22).  
They thought the gold was greater 

than the temple, and that the gift was greater than 
the altar. The temple sanctified the gold, and the 
altar sanctified the gift. Therefore, the temple and 
the altar were greater. If they swore by the temple, 
they swore by everything in it, including by the 
One who lived in it, the Lord Himself.  

We have to think of the things we say, because 
our words imply things. Ideas have consequences. 
So use caution in your words. DR

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 
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Noah’s Ark: Part 3  
1. Is the taking of the young of large animals on the Ark impractical because of the high death rate of juvenile animals?  

2. Based on realistic situations, how many animals can be care for by one person?  

3. Do actual animal-care labor studies substantiate the conclusion that eight people could care for 16,000 animals?  

4. How could exercise be provided for large numbers of animals in a short period of time?  

5. When compared with modern animal housing, was the Ark overcrowded?  

6. Would not the floors have caused fatal hoof injuries?  

7. Were bathing and burrowing facilities necessary on the Ark?  

8. If the Ark got wet inside, would the food have spoiled?  

9. Is there any vegetable which can stay fresh for a year, without refrigeration or preservatives?  

10. Was there not an impossibly large volume of hay on the Ark?  

11. How could meat-eaters and fish-eaters have been expeditiously fed on the Ark?  

12. Were fresh flowers on the Ark necessary for the nectar-eating birds and bats?  

13. Were fresh fruits on the ark necessary for primates, as well as for frugivorous bats and birds?  

14. How could snakes have been maintained on the Ark without the need for laboriously raising live foods (e.g., mice)?  

15. Were live insects necessary on the Ark for those birds and bats which only eat live insects in nature?  

16. How could certain highly-specialized eaters (leaf-eating monkey, 3-toed sloth, panda, and koala) be maintained on the 
Ark?  

17. Must the tropical animals on the Ark have been supplied with a source of heat?  

18. Must the polar animals on the Ark have been supplied with refrigerated enclosures?  

19. If the preFlood earth had been warm, how could the strongly cold-adapted and heat-adapted animals have survived on 
the Ark?  

20. If there were no deserts in the preFlood world, where did the desert-adapted creatures live then?



February 
Activities: 
16-18: West Coast 
Girls Conference 
25th: Potluck 
28th: Singing 

March Activities: 
25th: Potluck 
28th: Singing 

Pray for Joan Saulters she was diagnosed with uterine cancer. She had 
surgery January 24th in Eugene. The surgery went well and she is at home 
now recovering. 

Please keep Mandi Ridgley in your prayers. The doctors will be doing the 
fifth surgery on her arm on February 6th to cover the tendons. Then three 
weeks after they will do the skin graph. She is feeling better, but still has a 
long road ahead. 

2018 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
February 
Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,223 ..................

Last Week January 28, 2,578 .........

Total After 4 Weeks 12,894...........

February 4: 
Wayne & Gloriann 

February 11: 
Larry & Diane 

No Volunteer
Nash Crisp 

Orie Peugh

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:

Thank you  
"Thank you so much for the kindness of your 
prayers and words of encouragement which really 
helped with my improvement." 
In Christian Love, Gloriann  

Vacation Bible School 
Our Vacation Bible School Dates this year will be 
June 25-29.   

Worship Banner LTC 
There will be a LTC meeting for anyone interested 
in doing the worship banner on February 4th right 
after services. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Everyone is invited to celebrate Don & Kerri's 
40th anniversary on February 24th 4-6 pm, at the 
Church building. Cake and light refreshments will 
be provided. Cards are welcomed. Please contact 
Traci for more information. 

Greeters Wanted 
We are in need of someone who wants to fill the 
greeter position for the month of February. Thank 
you to all who have signed up for the other jobs. 
It looks like the theme for the February potluck is 
Mexican food. So be thinking of that yummy 
Mexican dish.  

CALENDAR:

Pray for these caretakers: 
Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana. 
Jean Parker as she cares for Elzie. 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for 

Mildred. 
Paul & Dorothy Hannan as they care 

for Wouida. 
Jack Collier as he cares for Marie   
Faye Archer as she cares for Bryan.OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com  
If you would like a CD with any recorded sermons please see Don.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Suggested Good Work  
Bring misplaced shopping carts 
back to the designated area.  

Struggling Toward Success  
“Success is sweet, the sweeter if 
long delayed and attained 
through manifold struggles and 
defeats.”  
–A. Bronson Alcott  

“If there is no struggle, there is 
no progress.”  
–Frederick Douglass  

“Do not feel entitled to anything 
you do not sweat or struggle 
for.”  
–Marian Wright Edelman  

“Strength only grows from 
struggle.”  
–Louis L’Amour  

“It is wrong to expect a reward 
for your struggles. The reward is 
the act of struggle itself, not 
what you win.”  
–Phil Ochs  

“The struggle alone pleases us, 
not the victory.”  
–Blaise Pascal  

“The reward is not so great 
without the struggle…The tri-
umph can’t be had without the 
struggle.”  
–Wilma Rudolph  

“We take no delight in existence 
except when we are struggling 
for something.”  
–Arthur Schopenhauer  

“I’ve never forgotten for long at 
a time that living is struggle. I 
know that every good and ex-
cellent thing in the world stands 
moment by moment on the ra-
zor-edge of danger and must be 
fought for—whether it’s a field, 
or a home, or a country.”  
–Thornton Wilder  

“Nothing, I am sure, calls forth 
the faculties so much as the be-
ing obliged to struggle with the 
world.”  
–Mary Wollstonecraft  

“He who has a slack hand be-
comes poor, but the hand of the 
diligent makes rich.”  
–Proverbs 10.4  

Coping with Loss  
After the “Crocodile Hunter’s” 
freak accident, which led to his 
death, his wife said one of the 
ways her family learned to cope 
was through a daily conversa-
tions.  
“We’d each say our favorite part 
of the day, what we were most 
looking forward to tomorrow 
and a good deed we did that 
day,” she explained. “You can’t 
focus on yourself. You need to 
focus on what you’re doing for 
others and then you can start to 
heal.”  
Jesus taught us not to focus 
upon ourselves, but follow His 
example at the cross when he 
looked out for the needs of His 
mother and of His executioners.  

Articles on the Front Page  
The two articles that appear on 
the front page are my email 
devotionals that appeared on 
February 4, 2016. If you would 
like to received twice daily brief 
d e v o t i o n a l s , g o t o 
EmailDevotionals.com. There is 
no charge. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

RUHL’S RULES

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........
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http://EmailDevotionals.com

