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Noah’s Ark: Part 5  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 18, In the year of our Lord, 2018  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Genesis 8.15–19  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Persuasion:  

I. Since Noah’s surviving family consisted of only eight people, would not in-
breeding among Noah’s immediate descendants have caused serious problems?  

A. Problems arise in sustained inbreeding after multiple generations  

B. Among animals death from inbreeding was offset by babies that survived 
since predation had not take full effect  

C. The divine filter assured success [Figure 6, page 59]  

D. Noah could have introduced mild inbreeding for a genetics filter [Figure 6]  

E. Genetic mutations may have been low at that time and have increased with 
time  

F. For 2000 years India often has marriages between descendants from the same 
ancestor  

G.Mild inbreeding previous to the Flood would have prevented any problems  

II. Does the “50/500 rule” of conservation biology rule out single-pair founders 
having sufficient genetic diversity for their descendants to survive?  

A. Critics say at least 50 founders are needed to preserve genetic diversity  

B. Critics say at least 500 animals are need to preserve 80% of genes  

C. This is with static populations  

D. However, after the Flood things were different  

E. Obviously it worked  

III. Was a miracle necessary to restore genetic diversity among the postFlood popu-
lations?  

A. “A single pair possesses most of the genetic diversity of the parent popula-
tion” (Woodmorappe, p. 191).  

B. Took 7 of clean animals – Gen 7.2–3  
 
2 “You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his 
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female; two each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female; 3 also 
seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep the species alive on 
the face of all the earth” (Genesis 7.2–3).  

C. Genetic bottlenecks do not cause a decrease in genetic diversity  

IV. Could those Ark animals have been selected which bore an unusually high ge-
netic diversity?  

A. Yes  

B. [Ark Bottleneck Chart]  

V. Is it possible for animal populations to regain heritable genetic variance in only 
a few thousand years?  

A. Yes  

B. “…even when most genetic variability is lost due to a population bottleneck, 
mutations can restore heritable variance, in quantitative traits, in only 100–
1,000 generation” (Woodmorappe, p. 197).  

VI. If certain animals lost most of their genetic diversity because of the Flood, were 
they necessarily doomed to extinction?  

A. No  

B. Long-living animals today may have had more genetic diversity before the 
Flood  

C. If so, not enough time has transpired since the Flood to have regained all di-
versity  

VII.How can so-called pseudogenes be easily explained in a creationist context?  

A. “Pseudo” only because we have not discovered their function  

1. Compare to “vestigal organs”  

B. Degenerative changes since the Fall  

1. Sin introduced death  

2. The body was changed that death might happen  

VIII.Are there any lines of evidence which point to the existence of built-in mecha-
nisms, in organisms, for the rapid recovery of lost genetic diversity?  
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A. A Hawaiian fern “showed unexpectedly high genetic diversity” after only 
350–500 years (Woodmorappe, p. 202)  

B. “…one wonders if all plants and animals originally had this property when 
first created”  

C. After the Flood, “most of them may have lost this capability”  

IX. Did Noah’s family have to carry the entire load of parasites and pathogens 
which humans can be afflicted with?  

A. Pathogens and parasites are not necessarily host-specific  

B. They can change  

C. They do not have to be transmitted host-to-host  

D. The Ark animals were also reservoirs of human diseases  

E. Especially true of reptiles  

X. Could host-specific parasites and pathogens have been carried only by their 
current hosts while on the Ark?  

A. No, they can also be transmitted on materials Noah had on the Ark  

B. Those materials could have been contaminated by animals that did not make 
it on the Ark  

Exhortation:  

I. Evolutionists have a way of thinking that we all use:  

A. They no longer argue that Evolution is a theory.  

B. They say it happened.  

1. What is in question is:  

2. How did it happened?  

II. We argue that Creation is not a theory.  

A. It happened.  

B. The question is: How did it happen?  

III. We can apply the same thinking to the Ark.  

A. Noah built an Ark.  
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B. The animals he brought on board managed to repopulate the earth.  

C. We are investigating to see how it could have happened? 


