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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

Neither male nor female once again 
By Barry Newton

The request was unusual. “I am working on a 
college assignment regarding the role of women 
in the church. Would you have any resources?” 
After lending her some books, I began to reflect 
u p o n t h e p h r a s e , “ n e i t h e r m a l e n o r 
female” (Galatians 3:28). Disputes, some heated 
others congenial, have swirled 
around those words. 

I believe a simple story can 
assist everyone to accurately 
understand, agree upon, and 
draw application for today. OK, I 
concede this is too optimistic 
since people value different 
goals. Nevertheless, if we place 
priority upon an authored-cen-
tered meaning, as opposed to a 
reader-centered one, “neither 
male nor female” is rather 
straight forward. 

Before examining Galatians 3, consider a true 
story revolving around 1 Corinthians 12. Years 
ago a small group of Christians gathered to dis-
cuss implementing church small groups.   Some 
opposed them. Others supported the idea. Ad-

herents of both viewpoints valued following 
God’s word. 

On that day the discussion revolved around 
maintaining Christian unity. Some felt strongly 
that small groups would fracture congregational 
unity. For this reason, they believed their imple-

mentation should be rejected.  If 
you anticipated that those favor-
ing small groups also highly 
valued unity you would be cor-
rect. 
What you might not expect 
is  how some viewed small 
groups would promotive divi-
siveness. The primary concern 
was not that this topic would be 
divisive or polarizing. Rather, 
they asserted that the act of 
meeting in multiple locations 
would divide the body of Christ. 
To prove it is unbiblical to geo-

graphically separate Christians for prayer or dis-
cussing God’s word, they quoted 1 Corinthians 
12:25, “there should be no divisions in the body.” 

As you are aware, Paul’s admonition against 
schisms had nothing to do with where the church 
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met geographically. He was concerned that some 
of the Corinthian Christians were exhibiting arro-
gant and divisive attitudes or behaviors toward 
their fellow believers. 

To combat such divisive pride, Paul taught the 
Corinthians how God had worked to create a 
unified church. For example, the one and same 
Spirit had baptized socially and ethnically di-
verse people into one church body. Furthermore 
this one Spirit had equipped them with various 
spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:13). Although dif-
ferences might suggest division, reality was the 
church constituted a single corporate entity. 

This brings us to a valuable principle of inter-
pretation. Is it valid to permit a phrase or verse to 
convey a meaning exceeding the range of the au-
thor’s message? If so, it would be acceptable to 
infuse ideas foreign to the biblical context into 
scripture. Furthermore, 1 Corinthians 12:25 
could then legitimately prohibit small groups. 

If, however, we reject inserting foreign ideas 
into the text, then we gain a valuable interpreta-
tion principle. To accurately understand a biblical 
message will involve limiting what the text can 

mean for us to what the context reveals the au-
thor communicated. 

Consider how this principle guides our under-
standing of  Galatians 3:28-29. In these verses, 
Paul described how all of God’s people share the 
same future expectation. Regardless of social sta-
tus, race or gender, all Christians can equally 
claim the inheritance God promises. 

If gender is not significant, then why describe 
all of God’s people as being sons? In that ancient 
culture sons received the inheritance. As Paul lat-
er explained, “what I am saying is … if you are a 
son, then you are also an heir through 
God” (Galatians 4:1,7). Regardless of gender, 
everybody receives the same inheritance! 

To force Galatians 3:28 to comment upon 
gender roles within worship exceeds the author’s 
message.  When studying whether gender roles 
exist within the church setting there are a number 
of verses which should be studied. This, however, 
is not one of them. 

If it is valid to use Galatians 3 when dis-
cussing gender roles in worship, then maybe 
small groups are unbiblical.

Continued from first page 

VBS Volunteers Needed 

We are still in need of  volunteers for the following 
positions for VBS: 

3 puppet crew members 
1 teacher  

1 more group guide 

The sign up form is on the foyer table.
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An Irony  
The irony of our age is that the mother wolf 

licks her pups and nurses them. She will fight to 
the death any who would bother them. But some 
human mothers despise the fruit of the womb 
and fight for the right to kill their unborn chil-
dren.  

Are you not glad that your mother did not 
fight for that right?  

The propaganda of the population con-
trollers—those who believe erroneously that the 
earth is overpopulated—has succeeded in casting 
a stigma over the beauty of motherhood.  

The mother of three, four, or more is shamed 
as irresponsible, as a threat to the environment 
and as someone who uses too much water for her 
family.  

We would never encourage irresponsible 
propagation of offspring, we would affirm the 
right of any couple to have that number of chil-
dren they are capable of providing for. However, 
the Lord provides, because He wants us to fill the 
earth.  

Some disgruntled women renounce God’s 
purpose and plan for women. Children are in 
their way as they seek their goals. They find no 
joy in being a mother and a homemaker. Their 
life is dedicated to some secular pursuit.  

It is true that no woman should marry and 
have children who does not want to accept a 
mother’s duty.  

However, this should be decided and avoided 
before a child is conceived. Once a new life 
grows in her womb she has no right to destroy it 
to protect her freedom. She may then choose to 
let other parents adopt her child, but she cannot 
destroy the life God has begun.  

Then there are men who view women as ob-
jects for their pleasure and profit. They see no 
beauty in motherhood. The babe in the womb 
robs him of his playmate for a season. It may 
mean financial responsibility towards the mother 
and child. He wants abortion as a way out.  

The professional abortionist, the abortion 
counselor, the abortion clinic franchise owner, 
these all are enemies of motherhood. Every live 
born baby is a contract they missed.  

Problem Pregnancies  
Not all mothers experience the joys we have 

described above. Those of us with happy, stable 
families are prone to overlook the hardships that 
many mothers have.  

The sick mother with poor health may not en-
joy the experience of pregnancy and mother-
hood.  

The poor mother with too little income to ad-
equately provide for herself and her baby may 
well be distressed when told she is pregnant.  

The mother with too many children, too close 
together, may be bitter at the thought of another 
little one to care for.  

The mother who might have a handicapped 
child is under tremendous stress and pressure 
during pregnancy.  

The mother who has been deserted by her 
husband is surely in a difficult situation.  

The unwed mother is another case of a hard-
ship type of pregnancy.  

Abortion is so readily available, so (apparent-
ly) simple a solution to the problem. The pres-
sures from family, peers and society to abort are 
tremendous.  

The victim of rape who conceives has bur-
dens. While the number of girls who actually get 
pregnant from rape is extremely small, those so 
unfortunate deserve our help and understanding.  

Such unfortunate cases of motherhood 
present to us a unique challenge and opportunity 
to demonstrate the love, compassion and service 
of Christ, because He expects us to “remember 
the poor” (Gal 2.10); and “To bear the infirmities 
of the weak” (Rom 15.1); and “To be kind and 
tenderhearted” (Eph 5.32).  

The Christian will be filled with a holy com-
passion and be eager to bear the burdens of the 
distressed mother (Col 3.12; Gal 6.2) whether she 
is sick or poor, unmarried or the victim of rape.

Last Lord’s Day, I preached a sermon on mothers, and part of that sermon 
included the following material on abortion, but I decided to cut it for a 

couple of reasons. I now presented to you for your edification. 

Abortion and Motherhood



May Activities 
20th: Deacons 
Meeting 
27th Elders Forum 
27th: Potluck 
30th: Singing 

June Activities: 
2nd: Family 
Fellowship 
25th-29th: VBS 

Nick Saulters has been coping with severe chronic back pain and other 
health problems. 

Nathan and Dara House have ben in Malawi, Africa since April 28th 
doing mission work. Many teaching events are scheduled. They plan to 
return home May 23rd. 

We have 3 young people from Savage Street at Rally on the Rock, a youth 
rally in Redmond. Please pray for their safety and spiritual growth! 

Close friends of the Peugh/Ruhl/Crisp families who now live in New York, 
Bill and Susan Davis, have asked for prayers for tests being run for 
Susan's health. Please pray for a good outcome.

2018 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building May Greeters Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,157 ..................

Last Week May 13, 3,966 .............

Total After 20 Weeks 63,152.........

May 20: 
Rick Calvert 

May 27: 
Kerri Ruhl 

Cheryl Cates
Billy Henshall 

Dominic Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 

You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYERS:

VBS Meeting Today.  
If you are involved in Vacation Bible School there will be a 
meeting after services today. 

Change Cans for Mountain States Children's Home 
Please pick up a can and help participate in Mountain 
States Children's Home Change Campaign. The cans are on 
the foyer table. Your change adds up to make a big differ-
ence? The Change Can Campaign will end August 12, 2018. 
Thank You!! 

2018 Irondyke Family Camp 
July 21-28 "The Secrets of Life Set by God" 
For more information see the flyer on the foyer bulletin 
board. 

Put on the Armor of God 
There is a meeting on June 17 - 22 at the Josephine County 
Fairgrounds. For more information see the flyer on the foyer 
bulletin board. This is hosted by the Redwood Avenue 
Church of Christ. 

Vacation Bible School 
Vacation Bible School is in 36 Days.  

Potluck Next Week 
Our hosts are Carl and Mike and the 
theme is B.Y.O.M. 

CALENDAR:

Pray for these caretakers and the 
shut-ins: 

Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana 
Jean Parker as she cares for Elzie 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for 

Mildred 
Jack Collier as he cares for Marie 
Cliff & Eve Hanson  OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com  
If you would like a CD with any recorded sermons or adult classes please see Don.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


Suggested Good Work  
Praise the work of others.  

Judging Blinds  
“Judging others makes us blind, 
whereas love is illuminating. By 
judging others we blind our-
selves to our own evil and to the 
grace which others are just as 
entitled to as we are.”  
–Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

Church History  
1607: Jamestown settlers attend 
their first prayer service in Vir-
ginia after their Anglican minis-
ter builds a makeshift church by 
“nailing a piece of timber be-
tween two trees,” and stretching 
“a square of sailcloth over it.” 

When an Enemy Does Not 
Understand You  
The king of the brutal Assyrians 
(they were the ISIS of Hezekiah’s 
day), approached Jerusalem, 
and sent his leaders and a great 
army against Jerusalem, and a 

message to King Hezekiah and 
to the Jews, 
Then the king of Assyria sent the 
Tartan, the Rabsaris, and the 
Rabshakeh from Lachish, with a 
great army against Jerusalem, to 
King Hezekiah…And when they 
had called to the king, Eliakim 
the son of Hilkiah, who was 
over the household, Shebna the 
scribe, and Joah the son of As-
aph, the recorder, came out to 
them. Then the Rabshakeh said 
to them, “…What confidence is 
this in which you trust? You 
speak of having plans and pow-
er for war; but they are mere 
words. And in whom do you 
trust, that you rebel against me? 
Now look! You are trusting in 
the staff of this broken reed, 
Egypt, on which if a man leans, 
it will go into his hand and 
pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of 
Egypt to all who trust in him. 
But if you say to me, ‘We trust in 
the Lord our God,’ is it not He 
whose high places and whose 
altars Hezekiah has taken away, 
and said to Judah and Jerusalem, 
‘You shall worship before this 
altar in Jerusalem’? Now there-

fore, I urge you, give a pledge to 
my master the king of Assyria, 
and I will give you two thou-
sand horses—if you are able on 
your part to put riders on them! 
How then will you repel one 
captain of the least of my mas-
ter’s servants, and put your trust 
in Egypt for chariots and horse-
men? Have I now come up 
without the Lord against this 
place to destroy it? The Lord 
said to me, ‘Go up against this 
land, and destroy it’”  (2 Kings 
18.17–25). 
This enemy assumed that Judah 
trusted in Egypt to win the war. 
The Assyrian king also blasted 
their trust in Jehovah God, and 
then claimed that the God of 
Israel told him to destroy Judah. 
Sometimes people just will not 
understand you and they will 
pass on misinformation about 
you. However, Hezekiah pre-
sented his case to the Lord, and 
He delivered them from the su-
perpower of that day.

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........

RUHL’S RULES


